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A great edition this month with lots of great advice for beekeepers.
If you are wanting to take BBKA modules then you need to contact
the YBKA Education Officer Elaine Robinson with your details, full
details further down. IF you are not sure then go along to the
module days that Elaine is also organising.
Thinking about improving your bees then you might want to attend
the Bee Improvement events that are on the 10th and 11th
November. Again, further details below.
Not sure what you should be doing in September then read Dave
Shannon’s great article on what to do in the apiary in September.

Heather Yield

Wasps Increase

Well another great bee keeping season is slowly coming to an end.
Its been a good year with some hiccups. It’s been great queen
mating weather but I`m hearing reports from friends that the
heather yield hasn’t been too good. Read Tony Jefferson’s article
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to see his insight in to this year’s heather harvest.
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Adverts from sponsors
Committee details
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This month is the time to treat for varroa, depending on what varroa
treatment you use, you might need to take honey off first. If there
aren’t enough stores in your hive, then feed them up. Remember
you need at least 20kg-25kg per hive.

Penistone Agricultural Show
Calendar of events
Associate Membership
Classifieds

Chairman’s Notes
Welcome to the September edition of the YBKA newsletter.
Just when it was safe to put the bees to bed we get an email from the Bee Unit alerting us of Honey Bee Starvation. This is following
reports from bee inspectors that many colonies look low on food. Take their advice and monitor your colonies throughout the autumn.
In the past my colonies have managed to bring in sufficient supplies at this time of year f rom a late season bonanza of Himalayan
balsam and Willow herb. Unfortunately, neither have appeared in their usual quantities, probably from the extreme hot weather.
However, the lack of balsam is more than likely due to the spreading of a rust virus along the Calder Valley a few years ago. This was
done in order to control the invasive species which grew wild along the River Calder. The local council run widely advertised ‘Balsam
Bashing’ weekends when people are encouraged to pull up any balsam that they may see.
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I know that the plant can be a problem but please leave some for the bees
Our new Education officer has done a tremendous amount of work in arranging a Bee Improvement Course run by Roger Patterson and
to be held at a choice of two locations in Yorkshire in November.
This has been as a result of feedback from members who wanted YBKA to arrange such events. So far bookings have been a little slow
so let us have a final push to increase for this 1st class event.
In the meantime – Happy Extracting!
Phil Gee
YBKA Chairman

BBKA Module Exams This November
If you’re planning on applying to enter one of the Module exams, this November, full syllabus and application forms are on the BBKA
website.
https://www.bbka.org.uk/learn
The deadline for November Module exams, which will be held at the Harrogate Pavilion on 10 November, is September 30th
Please send application & cheque to Elaine Robinson, Education Officer, YBKA at the following address:
Middlefold Farm, Edge Lane. Hebden Bridge, HX7 7PG

Use Honey First For A Cough, New Guidelines Say
A hot drink with honey - and often with lemon and ginger as well - is a well-known home remedy for coughs and a sore throat.
Now new proposed guidelines from the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) and Public Health England (PHE) say
there is some limited evidence that it can help improve cough symptoms. Click here for the full story.

2018/19 Winter Module Study Days
Are you thinking of taking any of the BBKA Module examinations, or currently studying for them?
The YBKA winter module tutorials are the ideal way to learn and study with a group of likeminded beekeepers
Each tutorial will cover an overview of the syllabus, with an expert tutor, who will guide you through what is required within the module
Held at the YBKA pavilion at the Yorkshire Event Centre, Harrogate, from 10am till 3pm

Saturday 3 November 2018 with Clare McGettigan - Module 1 Honeybee Management
Saturday 8 December 2018 With Roger Pool & Dave Shannon - Module 2 Honeybee Forage & Products
Saturday 12th January 2019 with Ivor Flatman - Module 3 Honeybee Pests, Diseases and Poisoning
Saturday 9 February 2019 with Wendy & Simon Maslin - Module 7 Selection and breeding of Honeybees
These tutorials are free and are a great way to learn together in informal surroundings. There is no obligation to apply for taking an exam.
To book a place please contact Elaine Robinson YBKA Education Officer: education@ybka.org.uk
advising which Study day (s) you’d like to book on & which Association you belong to
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Yorkshire Agricultural Show 20/21 October 2018
Honey Entry Form – Last submission Date 7th September

Website is here for more details : http://countrysidelive.co.uk/entries-results/
This is a link here to the PDF schedule (page 15 is the honey details
Honey schedule page (page 16 from full document linked above)
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Heather Yield
Just a quick update on the heather flow for this year, I hope people are not expecting to have a large surplus as the yields look to be very
poor.
The main income was the first week of August with very little since the "glorious 12th". I would doubt if any beekeeper that was not
using drawn comb would have any heather honey at all, due to the time and honey required to draw out comb. There are many different
quantities of honey quoted to produce a pound of bee’s wax. Some quote 8lb and some quote 10lb, either quantity is significant.
So, it seems we have taken colonies to the morning for a holiday. This year, with the likely poor yield I decided to keep as many
colonies closer to the balsam, I am fortunate that one apiary the bees do fly to the heather as well, so this has reduced my workload
considerably. This has been a big help as my father is still in very poor health, so more frequent visits to see him have been required
over the last few weeks, so piling on empty supers and hoping for the best was my plan. Seems like it was a good move as most hives
now have 6 full supers, with a mixture of different honey, so a fair bit of sorting will be required.
I am often asked when should you bring bees back from the moor '. Dad always says `when the Rosebay willow herb has got to its last
flowers'. That is a good indicator.
Another thing to bear in mind at the end of the heather flow is that robbing can very easily be created by leaving honey exposed to
foraging bees. So, make sure any honey combs that are removed are covered and kept away from bees. This is one good reason for
using clearer boards and not shaking / brushing bees from combs.
Tony Jefferson

District Events For All
Yorkshire Beekeepers Association have 21 district associations that run events through the year. Below are districts and their events
where they are happy for any beekeeper from any of the district associations to pop in if they wish

Richmond & District BKA 2019. District website here.
We meet monthly, on Monday evenings at 7.30pm at Richmond Golf Club , Gold Club website here.
Winter program is;
Mon 7 Jan Ian Glastonbury - top bar hives
Mon 4 Feb Louisa & Michael Ells - Our first year
Mon 4 March Gerry Collins ‘Selection & queen rearing for the hobbyist beekeeper’
Mon 1 April Mike Samworth ‘Using microscopes for beekeepers’

If your district is running events where they are happy for beekeepers from other districts to attend please email the newsletter
editor the details and I will add them in here for all to see and share.

The Apiary In September
With the month of September, we are coming to the end of another season of beekeeping. What a fantastic Sumer we have had, for
once. Let's hope it continues and the sun shines long next season also.
September is the month for those Beekeepers amongst us who are lucky enough to be near enough, or have access to place hives on
a Heather moor should by the end of the month have not only a full super at least on each hive but also a reasonably full brood box of
Heather honey. After taking off the excess honey and processing it into either cut comb or pressed Heather honey in jars. All a
premium annual crop for Beekeepers that we get a premium price from our customers for. You are then left with hives that still
require top up feeding in most cases, ensuring each hive has sufficient food to last them through to around Easter time of next
season. This is when the first nectar of any amount is available to our colonies again.
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The recommended amount of honey stores for each colony is around 50 lbs. this can be roughly calculated by adding together a full
brood box! Each full frame to weigh around 5lbs. Plus the super where each frame weighs around 3/ 3.5lbs.
All feeding at this time of year is done to the thick syrup method of 1 pint of water to each 1kg. bag of sugar. This is applied to each
hive in the evenings with a rapid feeder. Best given as a warm syrup. The bees can vertically store this straight away filling any cells
that remain empty.
This feeding and amounts also applies to those of you who are not near to Heather stands. Unless you wish to leave your late Sumer
honey on for the bees. The 50 lbs per colony still applies.
It's also a very good idea on inspections in late September to assess the amount of pollen in each hive. Vital protein for the bees over
the winter months. They will need at least two brood frames of pollen full both sides in each colony. If not, the pollen patties can be
fed to build this amount up.
All our colonies should have now been treated against Varroa, however some hives off the moors may still now need to be treated
when the last crop of honey is removed. Vital your bees go into winter as clean of infestation as possible, as heavy build ups of Varroa
can wipe out colonies through the winter months. Or cause other diseases due to the weakening of the bees’ immune systems by the
mites.
Now is also the time to close down all your hive entrances to help protect your hives from attacks by wasps. If you have full face
entrances these should be closed down with two pieces of foam to only 1-inch max. In the center. This greatly helps the bees defend
against attacks. These foam entrance reducers can be left in place, then a mouse guard placed over it so the entrance is reduced
throughout the winter months. This keeps the hive protected again intruders throughout.
You should also check all your boxes to be left on the hives. Make sure they all fit correctly, and there are no corners missing or
damage where pests can gain entry.
Also, don't forget! If you are leaving a full super of food on each hive. Don't forget to take off your queen excluder and place it on top
of the crown board when cleaned. By doing this you are stopping the queen getting isolated in the winter months if your bees move
through into the super. Queens can get left on the other side if the queen excluder is not removed. Leaving her cold and possibly
dying.
Place a heavy stone on top of each lid to stop them blowing off in future bad weather.
If all these things are done, then why not further your beekeeping education by enrolling on a BBKA Modules course. These are run by
most associations and enrolment is always around now.
So, check availability with your local Educations Officer and get yourself motivated by reading up on some good up to date literature
out there to help Beekeepers who wish to go down this very worthwhile pathway. Details and contacts can often be found on
association web sites.
Lastly but not least, a reminder that the Yorkshire Beekeepers honey show is coming up next month. This is held each year on the
Great Yorkshire Show ground Harrogate at the Country side Live Autumn event on Sat the 20th and Sun. the 21st. of Oct. 2018. Free
entry ticket when you enter. A great show for all our Beekeepers to enter, plus we need more up and coming Beekeepers to come
forward and actually have a go and show either your honey or beeswax candle and other products at the show.
Remember this is our YBKA show window to the public and we need you all to contribute.
Plus, it gives you the opportunity to acquire rosettes and prize cards to display when you sell your honey. Also prize money for all first,
second and thirds in each class. Letting people know it's a premium prize-winning product. It dose wanders for your sales.
Anyone out there wanting an entry form and schedule please contact me on 01302-772837 and I will send one out to you. Or you can
download the entry form from our web site and get it filled in a.s.a.p. Closing date is Friday the 7th of Sep. So, hurry and please get
involved.
Happy beekeeping, Dave Shannon.
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Wasp nests calls to pest control rise fivefold
Wasp nests are keeping pest controllers five times as busy across the UK, according to experts.
"Pest controllers usually remove two to three nests a day but at the moment our members are being called to deal with 10 to 15 a
day," said Natalie Bungay, technical officer at the British Pest Control Association (BPCA). Full BBC news article here.

The Science Behind Bee Keeping
Varroa-specific hygienic behavior of Apis mellifera scutellata in Kenya
Varroa-specific hygienic behaviour is a hereditary trait of honey bee (Apis mellifera), which supports resistance to Varroa destructor.
This study investigated the response of Apis mellifera scutellata to Varroa-infested worker brood cells in Kenya, East Africa.
Uncapping, removal of the brood, and disappearance of the introduced mite were recorded in a total of 690 cells into which live mites
were introduced. We recorded a high proportion of untouched cells in controls (median, 80%) compared to manipulated cells in
which mites had been introduced (median, 12.5%) with a significant difference (GLMM, p < 0.001). Mites were removed and cells
were recapped in about 26% of the artificially infested brood cells. When ten, eight, and five mites were singly introduced in closely
neighbouring brood cells, hygienic bees were more responsive in the high mite density regime of eight and ten mites, an indication of
a possibility that chemicals play a role in identification of Varroa-infested brood cells. Read more here.
Life-history traits of wild honey bee colonies living in forests around Ithaca, NY, USA
Wild honey bee colonies—both truly wild (in trees and buildings) and simulated wild (in small hives)—were studied to determine their
life-history traits, to see if these traits have changed now that these colonies are infested with Varroa destructor. Most colonies (97%)
survive summers, but only 23% of founder (first-year) colonies and 84% of established colonies survive winters. Established colonies
have a mean lifespan of 5–6 years and most (87%) have a queen turnover (probably by swarming) each summer. A population model
shows that these life-history traits produce a stable population of colonies. Remarkably, the suite of colony life-history traits found in
the 2010s (with V. destructor) matches that found in the 1970s (without V. destructor). It seems likely that the wild colonies living
near Ithaca, NY, possess defenses against V. destructor that are not costly. Read more here.
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Committee
Position

Name

Chairman

e-mail address

Phil Gee

pjgphilgee@btinternet.com

Telephone(s)
01422 886114
07769 650059

General Secretary

Roger Chappel

secretary@ybka.org.uk

01325 315741
07905 190701

Treasurer

Norbert Cooper

norbert.cooper@btinternet.com

01937 834 809
07957 404 047

Education/Examinations Officer

Elaine Robinson

education@ybka.org.uk

Membership Secretary

Jonathan Burton

jonathanburton@aol.com

01909 569400
07894 562 824

Webmaster

David Lamont

Honey Show Chief Steward

Dave Shannon

davidlamont431@btinternet.com

01274 619787

dave@mtvhosting.co.uk

07968 817153

daveshannon.aca@me.com

01302 772837
07907 856515

Newsletter Editor

Chris Barlow

newsletter@ybka.org.uk

07849 150 837

Equipment/Resources Officer

Derrie O'Sullivan

derrie@ntlworld.com

07801 953 145

Beverley

Position Available

Apply to YBKA secretary for position

Wharfedale

Rob Claxton-Ingham

claxtoninghamrob@gmail.com

07961 423 216

Barnsley, Doncaster & Rotherham
Halifax, Huddersfield, Wakefield &
Pontefract

Bronwen White

bron@mistral138.plus.com

01142 307957

Phil Gee

pjgphilgee@btinternet.com

01422 886114

Darlington, Northallerton, Richmond

Roger Chappel

secretary@ybka.org.uk

Area Representatives

07769 650059
01325 315741
07905 190701
Bradford

Position Available

Apply to YBKA secretary for position

Easingwold

John Gaunt

j.gaunt@wass.co.uk

01347 868516

Barkston Ash

Sandy Goodall

s.goodall@btinternet.com

01937 844827

York

Vicky Leaf

vicki@glade-farm.co.uk

07847 327 861

Airedale

Position Available

Apply to YBKA secretary for position

Leeds
Whitby, Scarborough, Malton & Ryedale
& BBKA ADM Delegate

Katey Slater

slaterkatey@gmail.com

Tony Jefferson

stoneleabees@yahoo.co.uk

07749 731945

YAS Rep

Ivor Flatman

ivor.flatman@homecall.co.uk

01924 257089
07751 061753

President: Lord Gisborough, Gisborough Hall, Gisborough, Yorks TS14 6PT

Penistone Agricultural Show – 8th September 2018
With 13 classes in the honey section. Description of the classes can be found online on the show website under Homecraft. Printed
schedules are also available. Postcode for the event is S36 6DW. Full details on their website here.
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Associate Membership
It is a fact that some Districts within the YBKA have been accepting “ASSOCIATE” members and levying a subscription fee of £3 despite
the fact that no such membership type exists according to our Constitution.
The previous YBKA Membership Secretary accepted these applications and this anomaly now needs to be addressed. Some discussion
took place at the Delegates’ Meeting in February with a view to correcting this and it was suggested that the YBKA Constitution be
adapted to cater for this. The General Purposes Committee (GPC) have subsequently discussed the issue and have decided to reject
this suggestion. The GPC is happy to endorse the inclusion of ‘Country’ members.
This being the case, the GPC is mindful of the fact that some Districts have been registering Associate members and charging the £3
subscription (sent to the YBKA Membership Secretary) for some years. They have decided, in the light of the above decision, that
Districts are entitled to reclaim these subscriptions and invite District Treasurers to make such claims with immediate effect.
It is further suggested that District Committees review their Constitutions to ensure that Associate member status is not accepted in
future. The deadline for such claims is 30th October 2018.
N Cooper (YBKA Treasurer)
J Burton (YBKA Membership Secretary)

Calendar of events
Friday 7th Sept : GPC Meeting (Harrogate) 6pm
Saturday 8th Sept : Penistone Agricultural Show
Saturday 22nd Sept : Mead making Course
Sunday 30th September – November Module Exam last submission date to Elaine Robinson
Friday 5th October : GPC Meeting (Harrogate) 6pm
Saturday 6th October: Autumn Delegates Meeting (Provisional)
October : Countryside Live & YBKA Honey Show (Harrogate)
October 26th – 28th : National Honey Show
Friday 9th November : GPC Meeting (Harrogate) 6pm
3rd November : YBKA Study Day – Harrogate Showground
10th November : Bee Improvement day – York
11th November : Bee Improvement day – Huddersfield
Saturday 10th November : Module Exams
Saturday 24th November : AGM 10a
8th December : YBKA Study Day – Harrogate Showground
12th January : YBKA Study Day – Harrogate Showground
9th February : YBKA Study Day – Harrogate Showground

Classified Adverts
Do you have anything for sale, if so please email newsletter@ybka.org.uk the editor for a free private sales listing
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