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Arable Land Is Poorest Nectar Source
by Dr Simon Smart of the Centre for Ecology & Hydrology

A recent paper in the journal Nature has revealed for the first time how the abundance
of nectar-producing plants has changed since the 1930s across Britain. By linking the landcover maps of Britain made by Sir Dudley Stamp in the 1930s with data from the Countryside
Surveys of Britain run by the Centre for Ecology & Hydrology (CEH), new research has shown
how nectar plants declined up to the 1970s then stabilised between the 1970s and 2000, and
increased between 2000 and 2007.
The study was led by the Universities of Leeds and Bristol working with CEH and provides
new evidence to support the link between the decline in pollinators and change in nectar supply.
This was achieved by combining vegetation survey data recorded over the last 80 years, with new
measurements of the nectar content of flowers to provide the most comprehensive assessment of
historical changes in nectar supply ever published.
Researchers spent hundreds of hours using fine glass tubes to extract nectar from those
flowering plant species that contribute the most to British vegetation. This initial list of the most
abundant flowering plants was derived by firstly querying the many thousands of vegetation plots
recorded across Britain as part of the Countryside Survey (http://www.countrysidesurvey.org.uk/).
320 plant species were identified for nectar measurement including the top five most common
flowering plants in Britain; Heather, Bilberry, Bramble, White Clover and Creeping Buttercup.
Measuring nectar production for all these plants was a tremendous challenge; first the plants had
to be located in a range of ‘natural’ situations and then plants were bagged for 24 hours to prevent
nectar loss. Nectar was then extracted and measured for sugar content and volume. More hard work
followed to scale up the nectar per flower to the total number of flowers per flower head. Then, by
estimating the number of flower heads per area of total plant cover to be produced through the
growing season, the nectar production per unit area per year could be further calculated for each
habitat type. This meant once more linking through to the average cover of each plant species in each
particular habitat as measured in the Countryside Surveys of Britain.
The results are fascinating: Just 22 plant species are responsible for over 90% of potential
national nectar supply while four species – White Clover, Marsh Thistle, Heather and Bell Heather
– are responsible for 50% of potential nectar supply. The word ‘potential’ is important here especially
for White Clover since this species often does not flower in the
improved grasslands and leys in which it is most common.
Since Countryside Survey methods sample within specific
habitats we were also able to rank the contribution to nectar
supply of the different kinds of vegetation in fields, woodland and
the unenclosed uplands as well as hedgerows, road verges, field
boundaries and stream sides. The paper showed that arable land was
the poorest source of nectar nationally, both in terms of amount and
diversity of sources but demonstrated that linear features, especially
hedgerows, could make a significant contribution particularly in
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Bumblebee on viper’s bugloss

landscapes dominated by nectar-poor habitat types. In the
lowlands of Britain, the most productive habitats for nectar
supply were found to be flower-rich grasslands especially
over chalk and limestone. The next most important habitat
was broadleaved woodland.
The messages are clear; conserve these habitats and
where possible manage them in such a way that flowering
is encouraged throughout the growing season. The
importance of linear features in the landscape is especially
interesting since hedges, road verges and field boundaries
are such a common feature of the landscape. Nectar plants
on these features would include such common species
as Bramble, Brown Knapweed, Red and White Clovers,
Thistles, Hogweed, Dandelion, Hawthorn and Blackthorn.
Of course the vital thing is to allow them to flower.

The results are a fascinating reminder of the importance of common plants in supporting vital
ecosystem functions across the landscape. The challenge is now to translate the findings of the paper into
practical conservation advice. For example, a new free guide to the creation and maintenance of habitat for
pollinators has recently been produced by the CEH and is full of practical advice on encouraging a range of
flowering plants throughout the year (http://www.ceh.ac.uk/news-and-media/news/new-practical-guidehabitat-creation-and-management-pollinators).
Ideally, the impact of practical conservation efforts should be assessed by ongoing monitoring of the
countryside building on the historical context provided by past Countryside Surveys in 1978, 1990, 1998
and 2007. Exactly this kind of model has been applied in Wales where the Countryside Survey sampling
design and its past time-series provide the essential backdrop for measuring the effects of the new Glastir
agri-environment scheme. See https://gmep.wales/ for further details.
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A Whistlestop Tour: Bees, Neonics & Now
by Dave Timms, Friends of the Earth

In 2013 the use of three insecticides was restricted for
use across the EU after it was found they posed a ‘high acute
risk’ to honeybees. These pesticides are all neonicotinoids
(so called because of their relationship to nicotine) and affect
the nervous system of insects. They are now the most widely
used type of pesticides in the world. A majority of European
Member States voted for the restrictions - but not the UK.
However despite the restrictions last year the UK
Government granted an emergency authorisation of two neonic
(as they are often known) seed treatments for use on oilseed
rape by farmers in Suffolk, Cambridgeshire, Bedfordshire and
Hertfordshire. This year another application to use the same two
banned neonics on oilseed rape has been made. It was turned
down by the Government’s pesticide advisors but a reapplication is
expected any day.
Friends of the Earth believes that neonics have no place
in our fields or gardens, and we have been fighting not only to
stop their reintroduction but to have the ban extended to cover
more crops - wind pollinated crops such as wheat aren’t covered
- and also more neonics than the current three. Our concern isn’t
restricted to honeybees but to their impact on all bee species, the
wider family of plant pollinators including butterflies, and other
species such as earthworms and birds.
Since the EU restrictions were put in place several studies,
including laboratory studies and field trials, have been published,
each adding to the weight of evidence that neonicotinoids are
harmful to bees, and other wildlife including that there may be
greater impacts on wild bees. It’s worth a whistlestop tour of
some...
June 2014 a study involving 29 scientists and over 800
papers was published by the Task Force on Systemic Pesticides. It
concluded that neonicotinoids “are causing significant damage to a
wide range of beneficial invertebrate species and are a key factor in the
decline of bees”.
April 2015 a study by Newcastle University found that honeybees preferred to eat solutions
containing neonicotinoids, and concluded that treating flowering crops with commonly used neonicotinoids
“presents a sizeable hazard to foraging bees”.
Field trials in Sweden, published in Nature (April 2015), found the use of neonicotinoid treated seeds
“has negative effects on wild bees, with potential negative effects on populations.” It did not, however, detect a
negative impact on honeybee colonies though.
November 2015 a French field study offered an explanation for why - while laboratory studies do
show harm to the full range of bee species including honeybees - some studies in field environments showed
no overall impact on honeybees colonies. This found that neonics did increase the death rate of individual
honeybees but the overall colony was compensating by the queen producing more workers compared to
drones to top up the numbers.
August 2015 a former Government agency published a paper which found a link (but not a causal
one) between the use of one neonicotinoid (imidacloprid) and honeybee colony losses over an 11 year
period.
October 2015, a particularly worrying study was published which revealed that neonics are
accumulating in wildflowers growing in field margins around crops and at concentrations sometimes
higher than in the crop itself. The vast majority of neonics brought back to honeybee hives was from the
wildflowers, not crops. This points to exposure of honeybees to neonics being greater than some studies
have accounted for and the worrying tendency for neonics to be found other than where they were
supposed to be - not the targeted pesticide the industry claims they are. In fact only 2-20% of the neonic
seed coating goes into the plant, the rest escaping into the wider environment.
One of the main crops on which neonics are now restricted is oilseed rape. This is of course a major
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source of forage for honeybees and some beekeepers have been
understandably alarmed by stories that the removal of neonics will
mean the crop goes into decline - perhaps replaced by something less
useful. Oilseed rape saw a steady increase in area from 269 to 652
thousand hectares between 1984 and 2015. It reached a record high
in 2012 and has decline for the past 3 years but is still higher than
in 2009. Suggestions that the removal of neonics are responsible
are wide of the mark though, with the decline in global market price
playing a bigger role according to a survey of farmers, and some
pundits predicting the area will start to rise again next year.
In fact this major crop has done quite well since neonics were
removed. Far from the claim made by the NFU that the ban “continues
to devastate” the oilseed rape crop, actually the first harvest without
neonics saw a 7% rise in average UK yield. In Yorkshire and the
Humber it was up over 10%.
Another widely voiced concern is that without neonics
farmers will turn to use other older pesticides especially pyrethroids,
to control pests and this would be even more damaging to bees. The
first point to note is that there was no evidence that historically the
adoption of neonics meant less use of other pesticides, they continued
to rise too. It is though the case that the 2013 neonics restrictions saw an increase in autumn spraying on
oilseed rape (though not a rise in spring spraying which is the most important time for bees). This is hardly
surprising given the apocalyptic predictions being made about the impact of the neonic restrictions.
Farmers responding this way are likely to being doing more harm than good to their yields. There is
wide spread resistance (chemical immunity) to pyrethroids in the main oilseed rape pest, Cabbage Stem Flea
Beetle so spraying more will have little effect. In addition the main victims are likely to be beneficial insects
such as parasitic wasps and carabid beetles which would otherwise help to keep down CSFB numbers. It’s
this fascinating army of beneficial insects that are a key part of the strategy for farming without access to
neonics. Slugs have been bigger problem for oilseed rape this year than flea beetle and neonics are useless
against them. However carabid beetles find slugs very tasty, but are very susceptible to neonics.
Here’s where there is a major win-win for beekeepers (and lovers of nature and the English
countryside generally) – measures to promote a biodiverse landscape, rich with wildflowers and good
hedgerows provide both good forage for bees and the habitat for pest predators which can help us move to
countryside free from neonics.

Beekeeping Kingdom of Jeddah style
A curiosity for your delectation - a photo send in by a freind and resident of Saudi:
each vehicle is packed with hollowed out log hives.
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The Modern Meadow in May
by Andrew Chapman of Those Plant People MSc BSc Dip.hort Snr Gardener 2006-10 RHS Garden Harlow Carr

Continuing the meadow’s tale in Silsden, we trace its development through the next season, spring.

Spring brought a spectacular display of bulbs and short herbaceous species like
pulmonarias, primroses and oxlips. As we move into summer the grasses have long since
covered all traces of the spring ensemble and are a lush foil in this next chapter of succession.
Wolfsbane, candelabra primulas, bistort and Przewalski’s golden ray are all rocketing out of
the meadow in myriad leaf shapes and some already in flower. Others like meadow rue, dusky
cranesbill, great leopard’s bane and aquilegia have an ethereal quality as they float amongst
and above the elongating foliage of the grasses as they race to flower towards yet another
chapter in the story of the meadow.
Flowers, although important to the pollinators, do not completely steal the show particularly
when the chunky dark purple stems of chestnut-leaved rodgersia and a form of wild angelica are
just as striking. We collected the seed of this angelica from what was once a slag heap in Rotherham
long since reclaimed from industry by nature and a wealth of knowledge when it comes to the annual
and long term succession of native species amidst garden escapees. A blue lupin and Michaelmas
daisy have formed extensive colonies there and have inspired us to try related species in our own
mixed meadow. Apple and pear trees also cover these sites from the long since discarded cores of
trespassers perhaps looking for a short cut home. We have sampled fruit from many of these trees at
several sites, now wildlife reserves, and we now have our own unique grafted fruit trees from the best
ones and these are currently blossoming in our own meadow over a sea of bluebells.
www.thoseplantpeople.co.uk
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velcro flap breast pockets

open hip pockets

open waist
pockets

100% cotton
choice of veil
types

full suit
jacket
zipped spare veil
over-trousers
quick veil

All suits available
in fencing veil or
round hat veil

www.apibee.co.uk
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sales@apibee .co.uk

heavy
cotton

ventilated
polyester

£39.90
£32.50
£18.80
£21.50
£15.00

£80.00
£60.00
£20.00
n/a
n/a
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Free DVD worth £9.50
with every order over £100

SHEFFIELD: SheILA
by Phil Khorissandian

The current breeding group has its origins in a partnership of three that was formed some
years back when my mentor Eugene and my wife Cathy and I raised a few queens in our back garden
with the use of a Jenter cage. Our selection process was not difficult. We only had a few colonies in
the garden and we knew the best one without having to look at any records. At any rate we weren’t
so much concerned with breeding as we were with queen raising. We knew we would eventually
wish to breed selectively but first we had to get the mechanics of queen raising right and then we
could choose our breeding stock.
Our first successful attempts encouraged us to enlarge our little group the following year with other
interested members of the association. We added grafting to our repertoire of techniques and everyone
had a go around our kitchen table. So we combined training with practice and not only did we raise some
nice queens but enthused a few people to the art of queen raising.
It was not long before we launched SheILA – the Sheffield Improved Local Apis programme. Our
committee agreed that we would promote the breeding of native or near-native bees and follow the
recommendations of BIBBA – the Bee Improvers and Bee Breeders Association. For this, we would need
to control our mating apiary to maximize the chances of virgin queens getting mated with our preferred
drones. As luck would have it we were offered space for hives in the grounds of Sheffield Business Park
and we decided that this might be suitable as a mating apiary. Not ideal, not an isolated mating site by the
standard criteria, but still reasonably remote with the advantage of being easily accessible.
Whilst we are confident that we can raise sufficient mated queens to meet the needs of SBKA
members, we simply do not have the resources to populate 30-40 nucs every year. Our solution to this is to
buy in bees for our beginners but encourage them all to re-queen the following year with queens from our
own breeding programme. Whether this will work or not only time will tell.
As anyone whose bees have swarmed can testify, raising queens is easy enough. The challenges are
having sufficient bees, first to populate your mating hives and second, to populate your nucs. We would
need upwards of 20 association owned colonies to meet our needs. Our answer to this is to have three
categories of membership in our breeding consortium: active members – those who are involved in the day
to day breeding activities, active supporters – who will be required to take away a mating hive and bring it
back on a given date, populated with bees, and receivers – those who are willing to re-queen their colonies
with our queens.
We started this year’s activities by asking members to bring samples of bees that they thought
worthy of breeding from. We scanned their wings to carry out wing morphometry and we tested them
for Nosema. We now have about 10 active members of the breeding group and have started our breeding
programme. We have five BIBBA members in our group and are registered as a breeding group with BIBBA
where we can get help & support. More information from www.bibba.com or sign up for BIBBA’s free
newsletter http://bibba.com/humm/
PhotoskindlyprovidedbyPhilKhorrisandian
Sheffield Beekeepers’ Association’s one day Introduction to Honeybee Microscopy is now full.
This low cost (£20!) taster course is aimed at people wanting to look at pollen and bees more closely. It’s ideal
for those considering sitting the microscopy certificate assessment and who wish to see if it is for them before
they commit. We hope to run the course again next year. If you want to be on the waiting list please fill out the
form on this link: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/16dzzVIkHGWddDW1edzDSGxLdU4Uy-p-8yPYtjg72Y14/viewform
Following the successful Microscopy Certificate Course run in 2015, Sheffield BKA is planning to run this
7 again in 2017. Details will be issued later in the year. Queries to trainers@sheffieldbeekeepers.org.uk

WHITBY: Our Teaching Style
by Tony Jefferson

With the influx of new beekeepers over the last few years Whitby took a rather unusual and
somewhat controversial approach - we decided not to run beginners courses. We were expending
a great deal of time and effort catering to the needs of new beekeepers but many of these did not
make it past 3 years. The demands on our more experienced beekeepers were increasing, resulting
in little time available to support the mid range group of beekeepers, so we decided on a different
course of action.
We also recognised that the beekeepers that stayed in the craft were the ones prepared to put
in a fair bit of effort, so we decided we would encourage such people, but not spend vital time and effort
on people who only had a passing thought about beekeeping. We would however, always make the latter
welcome but explain that a certain commitment is required.
We have also been quite against having an association apiary, we are fortunate to have a great many
experienced beekeepers who actively encourage meetings at their apiaries – which has many advantages:Reduced cost exposure

Wide variety of methods

Wide variety of area/forage

No fall outs/personality clashes

Less dependency on individuals

The main focus for all apiary meetings is the work that is needed for the month ahead, this allows
us to be flexible with regard to our most difficult factor – the weather. We take new beekeepers aside
at meetings and run specific Q&A type demonstrations for them, this allows the more experienced to
contribute with the main meeting focus. We encourage beekeepers from our neighbouring associations
to attend any of our meetings, we don’t insist they join or even request any financial contribution. We
do however ask them to register as associates if they wish to use our library or the equipment we have
available for free use for members .
We also debated the amount of time we had spent setting up new beekeepers and also disposing of
their equipment and bees after only a few years, which seemed to put an undue burden on a select few of
our members. We are not opposed to anyone in our association running a beginners course if they wished
to, but we found the best method of spending the time was to have effective practical sessions. We also
focus at least one of our indoor winter meetings on questions and answers in an open forum. We usually
target this one for the early part of the year in case of inclement weather (inviting speakers from outside
the area in Jan & Feb can be difficult if the weather is poor.)
Another issue we had was the number of swarms we were being called to. We did think there is
a loose connection between the number of swarms and the number of new beekeepers, granted not a
scientific evaluation just simple observations. Increased swarming causing stress and annoyance to the
public and the demands on our members was something we wished to reduce. We now manage with swarm
co-ordinator role and without loads of swarm collectors.
Our apiary meetings take place at member’s own apiaries with practical demonstrations and time
for questions. Our meetings loosely focus on:Spring inspection/build up

Disease recognition

Bee breeding/swarming

Preparation for heather

Heather assessment

Review of the year/winter preparation

We don’t pussy foot around when explaining swarming and disease; we believe these must be
understood by all beekeepers, no matter what the experience level. We are extremely fortunate to have a
great support group within our membership and it never fails to amaze me how efficient the team are; the
Mickey taking is something to behold – after all we are supposed to be doing it for FUN.
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Having less, but quality beekeepers is very similar to having less, but quality colonies. You get more
out of working with quality and can serve them better.

BRADFORD: People Power
by Bill Cadmore

The city of Bradford has a long and
proud beekeeping history, one example
being the invention of the Horsley Board, an
idea which is in essence an automatic swarm
control method. Several other famous names
in beekeeping originate from Bradford. The
original local association was strong and a
dominant force in Yorkshire beekeeping but
unfortunately declined and disappeared a while
ago. Happily the association was reborn five
years ago and is now one of the biggest and
strongest in the county.

The rebirth of the association came about
when the University of Bradford asked for help in
establishing an apiary on campus as a part of their
drive to connect the students and campus with
the natural world. It did not need much of a leap
of imagination to see this as an opportunity to get
members of the public involved in university life
– and so Bradford Beekeepers was reborn. The
university provided the venue, the first members
and an apiary. A few Bradford beekeepers we already knew about then became the core group from
which we’ve grown to well over 100 members. Along the way the council, the local newspaper and many
city businesses have helped sponsor our activities with an enthusiasm to match that of the beekeepers
themselves.
It is odd that when you mention Bradford to many people across both county and country have a
negative image of the city – this is so far from the truth. Witness what can happen when you get a small
group of ‘can-do’ Bradfordians together with a university that wants to be an active supporter of community
action and a city council that like to put its facilities to best use. In five years that core group of members
has:Grown into a large vibrant group of happy beekeepers and their families and held 5 BBQs and Christmas
meals
Thanks to Bradford City Council developed a teaching apiary with excellent facilities
Distributed a Beekeeping Teaching Pack to every school in Bradford
Visited over 30 schools to give talks and help with lessons and arranged school visits to the teaching apiary
Contributed to a national Youth Enterprise programme and given talks to more than 20 voluntary groups in
the city
Created a first class extraction facility for members
Established a breeding apiary to supply new members with locally sourced bees and set up apiaries for
several large companies with facilities in Bradford
Runs probably the cheapest equipment supply point in Yorkshire
Appeared on television three times
Organised a Bee Health Day with APHA at the university for all West Yorkshire BKAs and continues to
work with the university to promote beekeeping
Hosted 3 training events for BBKA and a public performance by a theatre company at our apiary doing a
play involving beekeeping
...and declined the request to put bees on the roof of the cathedral – sorry but those spiral staircases just
would not work.
The people who make up Bradford BKA have made all of these things happen because they want
their association to be one that really works for its members. Bradford BKA aims to do the best it can for all
its members.

The National Bee Unit, Bradford BKA and Bradford University are holding a Bee Health
Day event for all at Bradford University on Saturday 25th June 2016. Book your place
now
www.bradfordbeekeepers.co.uk/event/be-health-day
9 - tickets only £5

A bit of light reading

I quite enjoyed this paper over my bedtime cup of cocoa. It sent me into a deep, relaxed sleep and for a
while salved my numerous nocturnal bee worries. The authors took 208 Italian queen bees of varying ages
and examined their ovaries and spermatheca to find an incredible number of physiological defects.
Have a glance through it and take some comfort that perhaps a microscopic number of reasons for failures
and frustrations in your hives are down to nature and not your nurturing.
Journal of Apicultural science: Survey of the Health Status of Some Honey Bee Queens in Italy
http://www.degruyter.com/dg/viewarticle.fullcontentlink:pdfeventlink/$002fj$002fjas.2015.59.issue-2$002fjas-20150022$002fjas-2015-0022.pdf/jas-2015 0022.pdf?format=INT&t:ac=j$002fjas.2015.59.issue-2$002fjas-2015-0022$002fjas2015-0022.xml

Book Review

Jim Pearson brought this lovely little book to our attention at a myth-busting winter talk. I’m supposed to
have handed it back to our librarian but can’t stop refering to it - Mating biology of honey bees. It’s thin, it’s
jam-packed with the latest science on all aspects of honey bee mating and it is very easy to read - dare I say
it - enjoyably so.
If you are going anywhere near any BBKA exams then get your hands on this fine, easy-to-understand,
myth-bustin’ book (Jim Pearson was spot on with this recommendation). Don’t accept another bee-decorated mug for your birthday, demand this book - a perfect present for a beekeeper.
Northern Bee Books stock it: mating Biology of honey bees by Koeniger, Koeniger, Ellis & Connor; Wicwas
Press. ISBN 978-1-878075-38-3

Our National Bee Unit Inspectors

They’re all out busy again advising, assisting and doing the mileage of a NASA moon mission pilot helping us,
the British beekeeper, keep our bees healthy.
Please double check that you have registered the site of your APIARY on BeeBase if you do not keep your
bees at home. It makes their job easier and it makes them
more effective protecting your bees.
Hygiene is the only way forward when it comes to checking your bees and there is a great leaflet on the NBU web
site www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?pageid=167
go to Hive Cleaning and Sterilisation on the Fact Sheet
list. It will help make you a better beekeeper.

Editor’s Privilege

In flower this week in ABKA’s East Riddlesden Hall
Meadow in Keighley:
Red campion (well it’s pink or white actually but never
red) is standing head and shoulders above the grass;
yellow rattle is peeking promisingly; mouse ear is clambering along the lower growing grasses and will flower
all summner long; the tiny black meddick aka nonesuch
(don’t you just love that name) or English trefoil, also a
clover with its minaiture yellow flower will glimmer in
the grass all summer too: oxeye daisy, we all know that
one: rumbunctuos creeping buttercup, eponymous but
fantastic nectar-maker, nettle; pretty bird’s foot trefoil
and the smoulderingly gorgeous purple vetch.
Oh joy!
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Beekeepers’ Question Time
How do I store my heather honey when pressed out to stop it fermenting?
Dave Shannon says:
This seems to be a major problem for all beekeepers especially beginners. If you’re in an area that
has very little else throughout the year, it can be very disheartening if you have to throw away some of your
lovely heather honey that has unfortunately started to ferment whilst in the storage buckets or jars.
Here are one or two tips to try to avoid this happening. The first thing to know is that ling heather
honey naturally has a higher water content than other honeys which have a water content of between 17%
and 21%. Whereas ling heather honey has a water content of around 19%-23% max. (but can be as high as
25% in some cases, not good).
The first thing to do is to check that all your honey has been worked and processed by the bees
correctly and it is sealed over prior to its extraction. You should then check the water content of the honey
with a refractometer. This instrument measures water content in honey and nowadays these can be
purchased on the Internet for as little as £25. Once you have one they are simple to operate.
Start by removing the
cappings from a couple
of the cells in a frame of
honey to expose the liquid
honey beneath. Take your
refractometer and lift the
glass/plastic cover on the
front of the instrument. Wipe
the surfaces of both sides
with a clean tissue to ensure
it’s clean and dry. Most
refractometers come with
a small pipet, but if not use
a straw and draw up a small
spot of honey from an open
cell on your frame and place
it on the surface of the lower
face of the instrument. Now
press down the hinged flap
and squash the honey sample
between the two surfaces.
Hold the instrument up to
your eye as though looking
through a telescope, towards a good light source. You should clearly see a dark blue line across the sliding
scale set within your refractometer and be able to read the level indicated showing your samples water
content very clearly. This should read between 19% and 23% on the scale. I would recommend a reading of
no higher than 22% for the honey to be stored successfully. I personally like it at 19%-21%. If it’s higher than
23% it is not actually correct for sale as the water content is too high.
If it’s between the two recommended readings then it should be fine but it must be stored correctly.
When extracted into your bucket ensure you fill it to the max. With no or very little air space between the
honey and sealed lid. A big space left between the honey and the closed lid will encourage fermentation
with the oxygen activating the natural yeasts within the honey when in storage, especially if stored at a
greater temperature. It must be stored below 10C to keep it in good condition and discourage fermentation.
I like to use or sell my heather honey as soon as possible to ensure freshness. But if I do store it away I place
the buckets / containers in an old freezer I keep in my garage set to 8-9C .I find this keeps the honey very
fresh and I can take it out a few days before I need to bottle it to thaw it out. Warm it very gently and it’s as
good as the day you pressedt it when bottled.

If11
you have a BK question please pose it and I’ll try to get it answered for you. Ed.

The Phyrronist
To most of us, food security means knowing where to find the nearest supermarket and we worry
about eating too much rather than too little. But that could change: the first ever UN report on Pollinators
and Food production, a 124 country collaboration, asserts that while 75% of global food supply depends on
pollination, 40% plus of invertebrate pollinators face extinction.
The multiple causes include habitat loss due to large scale agriculture (monoculture), climate
change, global bee movement/ trading and environmental chemicals. For example, agricultural fungicides
appear to increase honeybee vulnerability to Nosema. Likewise, it now seems clear that deformed wing
virus, previously endemic in and relatively harmless to the European honeybee, mutated into a lethal strain
due to Varroa infestation, itself brought about by the global bee trade..
A recent study concludes of
DWV and Varroa, ‘Although separately
they are not major threats to bee
populations, …the combination is deadly,
and has wiped out millions of honeybees
over recent decades. .. The situation
[has] major implications for biodiversity,
agricultural biosecurity, global economies,
and human health”.
The problem of human-spread
diseases, however, extends beyond the
honeybee: ‘The prevalence of deformed
wing virus (DWV) and the exotic parasite
Nosema ceranae in honeybees and
bumblebees is linked; as honeybees have
higher DWV prevalence, and sympatric
bumblebees and honeybees are infected
by the same DWV strains, Apis is the likely
source of at least one major disease in wild
pollinators.’
This short article can only
superficially suggest the myriad and still
imperfectly understood interconnections
between human activity, nature, and
the implications for world food supply.
But it is clear that we have been cavalier
in disrupting natural processes, and
to continue along this path will prove
disastrous. The UN report concludes
that it is equally clear that we can avert
disaster if we act now by working with
nature, not against it.

Take the worry out of mead making with YBKA’s worry-free mead making workshop. Yes folks it’ll be as calming as yoga without the ridiculous
lycra pants. Get yourself along, have a laugh and look forward to all of those
meady Xmas presents you’ll be able to give your adoring family. Yum!!
24th Sept 2016 at the Honey Pavilion, Harrogate led by Dave Shannon,
Master of Mead and Merryment. Cost £30 includes lunch and starter
brewing kit .
Contact
Yvonne Kilvington 07876 618071 ykilvington@btopenworld.com
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Frame Thissen: Construction
by Asmall B. Wrangler
Miss Shenton, my long suffering Domestic Science teacher, was
often to be heard telling me, as we considered the crumpled rag that was
my latest sewing project: " Well, we can leave it like this, or do it properly".
Never was any student happier to take up Latin in the next academic year!
With this background experience of the mysterious ways of the
makers and menders of this world, what on earth possessed me to imagine,
in my wildest dreams, that I could put together a flat pack National Hive?
Well, I’d watched an arty/crafty friend assembling the first one I
bought and it had almost seemed as if the boxes had an inner urge to come
together, fairly and squarely, to make a secure, close fitting home, to suit
any bee of good character.
What could possibly go wrong? Well my arty/crafty friend
was on holiday, the second hive was needed, pronto and there were
no instructions. For two days I hammered, glued, constructed, swore,
deconstructed, swore some more and then some. Never has the putting
together of four pieces of wood required more effort for such pitiable
results.
Every time it looked as if the problem was resolved, the placing of
the super on the brood box revealed gaps big enough to allow a squadron
of Asian Hornets to fly through, hotly pursued by a flock of Bewick Swans.
Anyone who has ever read Three Men in a Boat, need only remember the
shapes thrown by the tin of pineapple chunks and there you have it, my
Frankenhive!
Undeterred, I signed up for a skep making course with the
redoubtable Pearson brothers. After a week of weaving, warping and
wefting, I returned to the second session with something resembling a
coracle, but nowhere near as water tight. Yes, you guessed it: Frankenskep!

CSI Gregarine
Gregarines are parasitic, simple, single celled beings, some 2500 species are known to exist. They
have a complex life cycle and rely on at least one specific host for their propagation. They have been
found in honeybees South of the Equator and also in the Americas and do not appear to have been studied
in detail. They have not been reported in the UK and are not considered harmful to honeybees.
I chanced across them in 2012 in one apiary. In 2013 they were found in five apiaries, all 5-10 miles
apart. Now they appear common in the North West (Lancs/Cheshire) but also seen in samples in the South
West and South Coast.
I am making a private study of Gregarines in honey bees. I have found them since 2012 in the north
west of UK and the odd sample by chance in the south west. If you live in the south, east or central England
or Scotland, Ireland or Wales I ask if you can send me 20/30 freshly dead or live honey bees, wrapped in
paper or card (matchbox or envelope) but not plastic in any of the wrapping. Together with your address
or contact details and the apiary site (village or
town), so I can make up a UK map divided in to
100Km squares. If you know your apiary OS map
reference it would help.
My findings, both for your bees and later when I
get more information to share, will be emailed to
you. I will not share your data with others, other
than the 100Km map.
John Charlton
Please email me for further contact information:
johncharlton151@gmail.com
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Volunteers required for the YBKA Pavilion at the
2016 Great Yorkshire Show.
Dear Members,
it’s that time of year and I am asking if you would like to come along as a volunteer to help out at
this year’s Great Yorkshire Show. We set up several stalls within the YBKA pavilion each year and try to
encourage new beekeepers into the craft. We sell honey, and all volunteers can bring along their own honey
for sale - 30 jars each per day attended as a volunteer. They must be labelled in accordance with current
legislation and please fit tamperproof labels. You can sell in both 454g/1lb or 340g/12oz glass jars. Also
homemade candles, beeswax polish or hand creams can be sold and the same daily amounts apply, as long
as they are all made from the produce of the individual volunteers hives (not bought in).
As well as this we have honey tasting and ask everyone who brings honey for sale to submit a jar labelled
exactly the same for the tasting counter. We also have a stand with a variety of hive parts and interesting
beekeeping objects to help you when talking to interested people who come into our pavilion.
Outside we have an observation hive and need volunteers to attend it an explain the workings of a beehive
to the public. Our volunteers take a turn on each stall throughout the day. A couple of hours each day are
allowed for each volunteer to stretch their legs and look around the show.
Volunteers are added to the list on a first come first served basis and we endeavour to get one or
two people from each association over the three days of the show to equal things out.
The dates for the show this year are July 12/13/14th. You can come along for one day, two days or the three
days. Just let me know your availability. It’s from 8.30 am to 5.30pm and a lunch and all drinks are provided
for our volunteers.
If you are interested please let me know ASAP. Email me: daveshannon.aca@me.com or telephone me on
01302 772837. Look forward to hearing from you all. Full entry arrangements will be given when you are
added to the list.

COURSES

Dave Shannon
Bee garden and pavilion steward.

Courses
Bee Health Day at Bradford University on Saturday 25th June 2016
The National Bee Unit in association with Bradford BKA and Bradford University are offering this course
consisting of talks and workshops aimed at helping beekeepers maintain healthy and productive colonies of
bees.
Topics include: Bee viruses - Antimicrobial action of honey and propolis - Disease recognition and control
- Exotic pests - Practical comb workshop (using diseased comb)
All beekepers very welcome. Ticket £5 and includes refreshments and a sandwich lunch. To book your place
or get more information go to www. bradfordbeekeepers.co.uk/event/be-health-day
The Art of Mead Making
A workshop for those who fancy making a drop (or two). Have you ever wanted to make mead but not quite
sure how to go about Ever tried and it hasn’t quite gone to plan? Well worry not. This workshop is for you.
A one day course on the art of making mead led by Dave Shannon on Saturday 24th September 2016 in the
Honey Pavilion, Harrogate. Costs £30 which includes lunch and a starter brewing kit with all the equipment
you need to begin your mead making journey.
Contact: Yvonne Kilvington. Tel: 07876 618071 ykilvington@btopenworld.com

Spinks Glass would like to thank YBKA for inviting us to your Spring Conference in York this
year. We’re always happy to help our Yorkshire beekeepers get a great deal on your honey
bottles. www.spinkscompak.com
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YBKA GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 2016
Chairman
TONY JEFFERSON
stoneleabees@yahoo.co.uk
AR (area rep) Whitby, Scarborough & Ryedale

01947 893811

07749731945

Vice Chairman PHIL GEE
pjgphilgee@aol.com
Schools’ Day Organiser
AR Halifax, Huddersfield, Wakefield/Pontefract

01422 886114

07769650059

General
Secretary

ROGER CHAPPEL

secretary@ybka.org.uk

01325 315741

07905190701

Treasurer

NORBERT COOPER

norbert.cooper@gmail.com

01937 834 809

07957404047

Examinations
Officer

YVONNE KILVINGTON hdbkamembership@btopenworld.com

07876618071

Webmaster

DAVID LAMONT

dave@mtvhosting.co.uk

01274 619787

07968817153

Honey Show
Chief Steward

DAVE SHANNON

daveshannon.aca@me.com

01302 772837

07907856515

Equipment Officer MARGARET LANGSTAFF mel@thebeehive.plus.com
AR Easingwold & York

01759 380546

07733125362

buzz.buzz@ntlworld.com

0113 2945879

07958591501

oldsalmon@gmail.com

01535 600941

simon@maslin.karoo.co.uk

01482 656018

AR Darlington LEN MUTTON
lenny.mutton@talktalk.net
Northallerton & Thirsk, Richmond & Malton

01325 307712

AR Barnsley
BRONWEN WHITE
Sheffield, Doncaster & Rotherham

01142 307957

AR Bradford

MICHAEL BADGER

AR Airedale
CHRIS HARDY
Newsletter Editor
AR Beverley

SIMON MASLIN

bron@mistral138.plus.com

AR Leeds &
Barkston Ash

CLARE MCGETTIGAN clare.mcgettigan1@btinternet.com

AR Wharfdale

ROB CLAXTON-INGHAM

NBU Rep

IVOR FLATMAN

ivor.flatman@apha.gsi.gov.uk

01924 252795

YAS Rep

IVOR FLATMAN

ivor.flatman@homecall.co.uk

01924 257089
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01937 830170

07793064380

07980372975

temporarily via wbkasecretary@gmail.com
07775119436

YBKA CALENDAR 2016
JUNE
JULY
AUGUST
SEPTEMBER
OCTOBER
NOVEMBER

4
10
25
12-14
22
27-29
2
3
24
7
22–23
29–31
11

GENERAL HUSBANDRY COURSE (Darlington)
YBKA GPC Meeting (Harrogate) 6pm
Bee Health Day Bradford
Great Yorkshire Show
YBKA GPC Meeting 6pm
Cawood Festival www.cawoodcraftfestival.co.uk Barkston AshBKA
YBKA GPC Meeting 6pm
Keighley Show ABKA
Mead Workshop
YBKA GPC Meeting 6pm
Countryside Live & YBKA Honey Show
National Honey Show (St. Georges College, Weybridge)
GPC Meeting 6pm
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YBKA AGM 10am

Thank you to everyone who has freely and
generously contributed written material,
ideas, inspiration and photographs (both
used and unused) for this edition - keep it
comin’. Photos provided by P Khorissandian, A Subris, C Hardy, A Chapman and
Bradford BKA.
Next edition is planned for 1st September
Your constructive criticism and contributions are always welcome.
Cheers!
Chris Hardy
oldsalmon@gmail.com

FINAL WORD: Tony Jefferson YBKA Chair
It never ceases to amaze me how the bees suddenly
burst into life in May. One moment you are worrying if they
have enough food and feeding, the next you swap the worry
for: have they enough room/are they going to swarm?. In my
area the late damp spring was becoming a problem but as
soon as the dandelions appeared in large numbers the bees
soon caught up.
As I write this, I am reflecting our Association Apiary meeting today, we were fortunate enough to have 2 of
our hard working bee inspectors present and had a really
great meeting, even the noise of the thunder in the background didn’t dampen the day. It is a timely reminder that as
a minimum we should all do 2 thorough brood inspections
Left to right Tony jefferson, David Mead recieving
during the year, shaking off bees and studying the open and
YBKA Merit Award at 2015 AGM and Phil Gee at
sealed cells. This time of year is a good time as there should
be plenty of brood at all ages to compare.
The next thing we have to worry about is the June gap. I am hoping in my area that this is not significant this year – only time will tell. Beekeeping is supposed to be fun – but we just seem to spend more time
worrying over one thing or another.
Perhaps that is part of the pleasure of beekeeping, trying to second guess what is going to happen
next, thinking we have our apiaries under control and hoping for decent weather for when we have the opportunity to carry out the inspections.
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