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about beekeeping, beekeeping
education programs, honey shows,
chance to meet old friends, lively discussion, free lunch, farcical points of
order, opportunity to recognise colleagues notable contribution to beekeeping, bulk purchasing schemes,
examination and assessment schemes,
free coffee and biscuits, beekeeping
conferences, newsletters, opportunities
to meet new people who share love of
beekeeping, passionate disputes, representation of our beekeeping interests to
the powers that be, third party liability
insurance, contribution to bee research
.......
All this would be lost if there were not
people willing to turn up to AGM’s and
meetings.

Notice of Annual General Meeting
of Yorkshire Beekeepers Association
10am Saturday 6th Dec 2014
At Normanby Pavilion on Great Yorkshire Show Ground
Guest Speaker – David Aston, President of BBKA, speaking on the workings of the BBKA
Free Lunch
Business meeting, including appointment of officials
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Yorkshire
Beekeepers Association
Proudly presents
The 2015 Annual Spring Conference
14th March 2015
At Manor Church of England Academy in York

‘Getting the Most Out of your Bees!’
Speakers
Roger Patterson
A new approach to beekeeping
New queens using simple methods
Graham Royle
Swarms – Prevention and control
Managing large colonies
Trevor Swales
The Perils of Commercial Beekeeping
The day costs £25, which includes a hot meal at lunchtime and refreshments. There will a selection of trade
stalls on site.
You will receive full description of the event from your association secretary. Alternatively visit the YBKA Web
site. You can book your place by completing the booking form and sending it with a cheque for £25 made out
to Yorkshire Beekeepers Association to John Whitaker, Eastfield House, Ryther Road, Ulleskelf, North Yorks,
LS24 9DY
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2015 Spring Conference Application Form
Name

...................................................................

Association

.............................................................

Address

.................................................................
..................................................................
..................................................................
..................................................................

Post Code

..............................

Tel Number

.......................................

e-mail

..........................................................................

Special Dietary Requirements
............................................................................................................
............................................................................................................

Send to John Whitaker
Eastfield House
Ryther Road
Ulleskelf
North Yorks
LS24 9DY
Enclose a cheque for £25 made out to Yorkshire Beekeepers Association

You will receive joining instructions closer to the event
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Yorkshire Beekeepers Calendar
Sat 6th Dec 2014
Fri 9th Jan 2015
Sat 28th Feb 2015
Sat 7th March 2015
Sat 14th March 2015
Fri 27th March 2015
17th, 18th,19th April 2015

YBKA AGM
YBKA General Purposes Committee
Annual Affiliates Meeting
BeeTradex Stoneleigh
YBKA Annual Spring Conference
YBKA General purposes committee (AAM follow up)
BBKA Annual Convention
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Notes from the Chairman, Tony Jefferson
It’s been nearly twelve months since I took up the role of YBKA Chairman. I have no idea where the last
twelve months have gone. It has certainly been a busy time! I have had the opportunity to get to meet many
members at various shows, events and AGM’s, as well as fit in a bit of beekeeping and do a few Basic assessments along the way.
I am pleased the bees, in general, have been more productive in 2014, but in my area our May honey was
reduced due to bad weather, the June gap seemed to go on for ages and the July honey did not get capped
before taking bees to the moor. Heather yields were not as good as hoped due to high winds in early August. I don’t recall ever taking hives of bees to the moors as large and heavy, due to the uncapped flower
honey moved to the top.
I am pleased to report that the various working parties (WP) have made some good progress, and their reports will be presented at our AGM. I knew when I kicked off this concept that we would only be able to
make steady progress. However some WP’s have progressed much more than others.
The YBKA honey show at the Countryside Live event had an increased number of exhibitors, including
some new names too, which is really rewarding. The trend of increased exhibitors was also apparent at the
National Honey Show where the number of entries had increased by 500 or so to a record of 1700 entries. It
was really quite an impressive event.
I also think there may be still some slight misunderstanding over the roles of Area Representative and District Delegate. I appreciate it may be a confusing concept which I would like to simplify. I maintain the belief that these roles are the key to facilitating effective communication throughout the YBKA, ensuring that
the YBKA operates to the benefit of all our members.
The area representative is a nominated position of the YBKA committee that is intended to form a
communication/contact route or link to the assigned district association. Whereas the District Delegate is
someone chosen by each Disctrict association to represent their group within YBKA as well as attending the
YBKA March Delegates meeting. A personal example of how simple it can be is, I am Secretary of my local
group [Whitby] and I am the YBKA area Rep for Whitby. The Delegates for Whitby are not individually
named. We operate on the basis that the Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer of Whitby are the nominated
delegates. It seems to work well for us, with around 100 members.
I hope to see as many of you as possible at the AGM as well as having a chat over the free lunch. You have
also have been given the opportunity to register votes if you are unable to attend the AGM. I realise this concept may need some development in future, but we have to start somewhere. There are more details of the
AGM elsewhere in the newsletter.

The AGM of YBKA is to be held on Saturday 6th December at the Normanby Pavilion on the Yorkshire
show Ground. Our secretary, Roger Chappel, explains why it is important that we get involved.
All members of the general purposes committee have worked extremely hard this year on member’s
behalf to produce all the documentation which was required of them on time. The main piece of new machinery is the PROXY VOTING SYSTEM which I will outline below. Firstly, on behalf of all the committee I would like to make a personal plea to all our members, new and old, experienced and novice to think
very seriously about how you can best support the largest beekeeping association in the country: YORKSHIRE. Perhaps more importantly, to ask the question “How can I influence more what it provides and
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achieves for its members?”. We need to explore, together, ways in which individual beekeepers can contribute more to how YBKA works and the influence it can bring to bear on the beekeeping community as a
whole. This latter point is vital. We live in an age now where some companies, farmers and organisations
actively participate in degenerating practices which harm our environment and cause untold havoc to our bee
population. We have the power to do something about it but we need your help. There are a number of ways
we can do something which would make a difference but two immediately come to mind. The first is the
insecticide problem and the iniquitous neonicotinoid debate. This year, with the help of Airedale BKA we
have put forward a proposition to the BBKA to further advance the debate we feel we should be moving forward with. Hopefully, with the strength of our large membership behind us and an enthusiastic and knowledgeable representative backing our bid, it will be taken up and acted upon. Another issue is the disastrous
and complicit way that some companies are dealing with their sugar waste – causing massive contamination
of honey in the areas its happening and worse still, helping to spread disease around our bees. Something
must be done to stop these practices lest we all end up producing pink and green coloured contaminated honey! Other areas we are trying to influence are in education and disease control.
What I’m trying to get across here is that your committee cannot operate in isolation. We need your
advice and input. We need new ideas and spirited, lively debate. Our AGM has a very important role in all
of this and we need ordinary beekeepers throughout Yorkshire to come along and tell us what we should be
doing on their behalf. If you have a complaint, speak out. If there are things we should be doing but aren’t,
tell us about it. Come along to meet us and get to know what we are about and why we are prepared to put
ourselves out week in week out throughout the year. Come along and find out what good works we are doing and see how much work goes on, often unacknowledged, behind the scenes. We are a dedicated bunch
of enthusiasts who want to genuinely make a difference and help all beekeepers achieve their aims (whatever
that may be). Please put this date in your calendar (6th December) and make an effort to come along and enjoy the day – you may well be surprised at the breadth and depth of concerns shared by other beekeepers in
the County.
Finally, our PROXY voting procedure. This is primarily aimed to help those beekeepers, who are
unable to attend on the day, vote on matters which need to be decided at the AGM. We understand that we
all have busy lives and can’t attend everything. This year most members of the general purposes committee
have indicated their willingness to stand again for 2015. The exception to this is the Education & Examinations Officer. Wendy Maslin has stepped down from these very important roles after carrying them out in
exemplary fashion for many years – Yvonne Kilvington (Huddersfield BKA) has stepped up to the plate.
She still needs some support in the form of an Examinations Officer and if anyone feels they would like to
take this role on then they should come forward – you can be co-opted to the committee at any time. Likewise, we still have vacancies for the Purchasing Officer role and Publicity co-ordinator and Bob Hunter has
just given notice that he intends to relinquish his role as Treasurer next year so we need someone who knows
something about accounting to work alongside him. Have we any protégé apprentice treasurers out there?
Working on the gpc is hugely rewarding without being too onerous and we have very experienced and
knowledgeable men and women on the committee to give advice and encouragement. It can also be great
fun as we are a happy, friendly bunch so don’t be shy and put your name forward. Just come along to a couple of meetings to see how we operate, no pressure – if you don’t like what you see and hear you can always
change your mind or help to change the way things get done.
If you can get along to the AGM maybe you can help us to address one of our conundrums - how to
engage more of our members. The AGM is the main forum which enables ordinary members to play their
part and contribute (unlike the Delegates meeting which is to take place in February next year).
Thank you for taking the time to read what I have said - I hope it will help you decide to take up a
more proactive role in our association.
Regards, Roger Chappel (General Secretary : YBKA)
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The preparation of beeswax for the show bench
When selecting your beeswax for the show bench, be it for a block of show wax to be moulded to a perfect finish or
for a commercial block of wax class (which in most schedules does not need to be moulded to perfection) or producing a pair of matching beeswax candles, you need to start with the best ingredients. By this I mean very clean, well filtered wax melted at the correct temperature as to not darken the colour of the wax and keep its natural clean
beeswax aroma. How do we obtain this wax and then how do we go about cleaning it to a very high standard?
The very best wax to use for this is 'cappings' wax - saved from when you have extracted your honey. Don't use an uncapping fork this process use a sharp, warm, round ended knife and cut just under the cappings surface taking it off in
a thin sheet of wax and honey. Allow all of the cappings to drop into a bucket until all of the honey frames are uncapped and the honey extracted. When this is done place a fine muslin over the bucket top, tie it off with a string and
tip it upside down over your open extractor allowing all of the excess honey to run off into your extractor leaving you
with just the sticky cappings. These are then thoroughly washed, preferably in rain water from a water butt; as this is
softer than tap water.
Repeat this process until all of the honey is removed from the cappings. Now place them into a pair of nylon tights
and hang them on the line on a fine day to dry. Give them a good shake again to move the cappings and help to remove liquid.
This is now the wax you will use to make your show wax. You can also add to this any brace comb or wild comb you
have removed and saved over the season, however only use the very clean wax and discard any dark or dirty wax as
this will taint the rest. You are now going to need a large old pan. Fill half full with clean rain water and bring to a rolling simmer. Next, begin to add your wax stirring as you go. When it's melted allow it to continue in a rolling simmer,
this allows all the small bits and any other detritus to fall below into the water leaving the clean beeswax on the top.
Personally, I cover a couple of tea trays with greaseproof paper, take a ladle - preferably one with a small pouring
spout and carefully skim off the clean melted beeswax from the pans surface. As I do this I pour it into the trays I have
prepared and take care to not pick up any little bits. When the trays bases are all covered stop and allow the wax to
cool. Then peel it off the greaseproof paper, you can see easily any little black specks and pick them out leaving only
the very clean wax.
It is this that we use to make either of the above with wax show cakes, commercial wax blocks or candles. For this
now melt the wax once again but this time in a Ban-Marie. You will at this stage need to read your show schedule and
weigh out the clean wax precisely to the weight of your show or commercial block. Don't turn on the heat to the pan
yet. Prepare your mould - a glass pyrex dish is usually used for this. If a specific thickness of wax is needed make sure
your mould is big enough to achieve that thickness when the wax is poured. If its too big reduce its size. Put a very
small drop of washing up liquid on your finger and rub it all over the inside of your dish covering all the surface. Then
place it upside down in a warm oven! You will also need a piece of glass cut big enough to cover your mould top and
put them both in the oven together at around 60°C. Now cut a piece of surgical lint and place it on top of your inner
pan covering one half of the pan top and secure this in place with a strong elastic band. Put all the required wax into
your pan and turn on the heat but not up full, allow the water to come to a slow boil melting all the wax. Now take
the mould out of the oven allow it to cool a minute, then pour your wax into it through the lint. When the pan is all
empty and the mould full leave it for a couple of minutes then take out your piece of glass from the oven and place it
on the top. Next cover this with a heavy towel and leave it until it's cool. Now take off the towel and glass. Fill
the mould top with water and place it in the fridge. Leave it there to cool completely, the wax should then pop out
the mould. This can then be polished with another lint piece under cold water And a little soap may be used. You
should now have a good show wax piece.
This same process can be used for commercial wax but the moulding need not be as good. The exact same procedure
is used for the candles but you pour the wax into candle moulds instead of a dish. Don't forget to dip your wick in the
molten wax before you put it into your candle and use the correct wick size for your candle mould. When cold these
too can be buffed up in the same way to achieve a nice finish.
I hope you get good results with the above methods but if at first you don't succeed, try again until it's perfect.
Happy moulding
Dave Shannon.
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Meet our GPC Member - Chris Hardy
Insect neurotoxins – that’s what got me to sit on the YBKA committee really. In 2013 Airedale BKA had
wanted to submit a proposal for consideration at the big BBKA powwow last year but we had absolutely no
idea how to get it that far. So for me, the best way to ensure a possibility of getting this proposition submitted meant I’d have to become an Area Rep for ABKA.
I’ve been beekeeping for five seasons – I love it and it drives me crazy. I have woken up a sleeping giant of
a passion and it has turned me into another one of those middle aged anoraks. Beekeeping does tie in beautifully with my other amateur afflictions – the misuse and abuse of our farmed and natural environments,
our food strategies and (to lighten that lot) trying not to get stung.
The YBKA committee is a strange beast, but not an unfriendly one. I like most of them – but I couldn’t
possibly tell you which ones!!! That may seem incredibly insincere, but it’s important because I immediately felt that I was included, respected and therefore able to contribute to the debate. This little group of beekeepers consists of folk who, in their own ways see such great merit in the craft that they’re getting their
hands dirty and committing time buoying up all that’s great about this practical and magical art.
Is it political for me? Of course. But not just that – I can make other contributions and am doing so. I’ve
womanned the honey stall at the Great Yorkshire Show, I’m contributing to bettering communications within the YBKA, I’m helping Wendy Maslin win prizes for her flapjacks by being a champion taster and I’m
getting loads of beekeeping advice from the gnarly old fellas like Tony Jefferson! Am I enjoying it? You
betcha!
Oh and the neonicotinoid proposition and BBKA democratic processes – well watch this space…
Cheers
Chris Hardy

YBKA examination Report
2014 has been another excellent year for members of YBKA taking the BBKA examinations. There were
42 basics taken and passed, three general husbandry assessments and 17 theory modules taken and passed.
In addition Helen Hughes was awarded the Intermediate certificate with credit. Wendy Maslin is stepping
down from her role as examination officer at the AGM. During her watch we have seen a tremendous increase in the participation of YBKA members in the examination system and this will have been reflected in
improving standards of beekeeping in Yorkshire. Wendy really deserves our thanks for her contribution.
Subject to ratification at the AGM, Yvonne Kilvington will be taking on the role of examination officer.
General Husbandry
Halifax
Jacqueline Haigh
Patrick Martin
Sheffield
Bronwen White

Basic Assessment
Airedale BKA
Chris Hardy
Jill Mastin
Stephen Nauman
8

Marc Stanton
Andrew Brown
Barkston Ash BKA
Chriss Line
Darlington BKA
William Richmond
Derek Lindsay
Doncaster BKA
Peter Grady
Halifax BKA
J D Anderson Martin
Emily Hewitson
Monica Murtagh
Sarah Lamb
Huddersfield BKA
John Gregory
Angela Williams
Lois Carter
Brian Du Fue
Michael Sykes
Helen Lee
Leeds BKA
Sarah Hoyle
Andy Gowdy
Richard Dolan
Angela Utley
Samantha Furby
Malton BKA
Sally Fairweather
Richmond BKA
Jackie Pope
John Wilkinson
Neil Southern
Sheffield BKA
Stephen Ward
Katrina Watson
Ross Bellarby
Christopher Brown
Jane Horton
Andrew Pond
Margaret Johnson
Desmond Davis
James Horsfall
Joy Slingsby
Wakefield BKA
Michael Hartshome
Mark Buckley
Ian Morley
Whitby BKA
James Burdett

9

BBKA Theory modules
Airedale BKA
Louise Mallinson
Mark Cook
Chris Hardy
Suzanne Starling
John Tatham

Barkston Ash BKA
Greg Sharp
Graham Crerar
Bradford BKA
Carol Hudson

Leeds BKA
David Haigh
Sheffield BKA
Paul Flannigan

Module 2
Module 2
Module 2
Module 2
Module 2

Credit
Distinction

Module 7
Distinction
Module 6
Module 2
Module 7

Module 5

Module 2
Module 3
Module 7
Angela Waite
Module 1
Nicolette Hind
Module 1
Paul Loxley
Module 1
John Shaw
module 5
Credit
Phil Khorassandjian Module 2
Credit
Wakefield BKA
Mark Millard
Module 7
Ann Riley
Module 1
Distinction
David Riley
Module 1
Credit
Module 2
Distinction
Whitby BKA
Helen Hughes

****

Module 2
Module 7
Module 1
Module 3

Distinction
Credit
Credit
Distinction
(Awarded Intermediate Certificate with credit)

Also please note that Dave Shannon is now a Senior Honey Judge.

Modular Tutorials 2014 / 2015

Module 1, 3 & 8

Saturday 10th January

10.00 - 12.30

Module 1 1.17 - 1.26

Phil Khorassandjian

Saturday 10th January

13.00 - 15.00

Module 3 3.16 - 3.20 & 3.26

John Whitaker

Saturday 7th February

10.00 - 12.30

Module 1 1.27 - 1.35

Tony Jefferson

Saturday 7th February

13.00 - 15.00

Module 3 3.21 - 3.28

Simon Maslin

Saturday 17th January

10.00 - 12.30

Module 8 8.15, 8.18 - 20

Wendy Maslin

8.24 - 8.26
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Simon Maslin

Small Hive Beetle in South West Italy
On September 11 2014, the Italian Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale delle Venezie, National Reference Laboratory
for Apiculture(IZSV) confirmed the first detection of the presence of Small hive beetle (SHB) in South West Italy, in the
port city of Gioia Tauro.
Following the initial discovery of the SHB the Italian authorities established a 20km radius protection zone and a
100km surveillance zone around this site. Surveillance and control activities were focused on the 20km zone and
movement restrictions placed in the 100km zone preventing any export or movement of bees, bee products and
equipment from the zone.
A rigorous inspection programme has shown a number of additional apiaries affected within the 20km zone in the
province of Reggio Calabria and the southernmost border of Vibo Valentia. The protection zone is extended to cover
the area 20km around each new detection. At the time of writing (25th November 2014) a total of 57 apiaries are
known to be affected within the original 20km zone but also one over 100km to the south in the Siracusa region of
Sicily. This separate outbreak was determined to have resulted from the movement of colonies from within the Gioia
Tauro area to Sicily in August before the first discovery of SHB and demonstrates the ease by which the pest can be
spread by the movement of colonies. The situation in Italy continues to evolve, so please see further details as they
are reported on the IZSV website (in English) or with further information in Italian at
http://www.izsvenezie.it/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1729:aethina-tumida-situazioneepidemiologica&catid=59&Itemid=373
The information is also on the EU Reference Laboratory for honey bee health ANSES website and added in chronological order with additional photographs and video. See
https://sites.anses.fr/en/minisite/abeilles/detection-aethina-tumida-small-hive-beetle-southern-italy-0
At present the Italian authorities are still attempting to erradicate the pest with all apiaries affected being destroyed
and the surrounding soil treated with insecticide. Although SHB larvae have so far been detected in only four of the
positive apiaries, the spread within the original 20km zone indicates that SHB has been present long enough to go
through at least one breeding cycle. The area is a popular one for migratory beekeeping and queen rearing and
naturally there is concern that SHB may have spread into other provinces through the movement of bees or
equipment before the first detection.
Since 2011, there has been a substantial level of imports of package bees and queens from Italy into the UK The National Bee Unit has completed all the tracing of imports of packages imported from Italy this year, around 600 colonies, and all results have been negative. Fortunately none of the imports were from the region affected.
However, now that the SHB is present in Europe the risk of introduction into the UK is far greater and all beekeepers
should be both aware of the appearance of all life stages of the SHB and be examining their colonies on a regular basis. Please refer to the NBU leaflet, ‘The Small Hive Beetle – a serious threat to European apiculture’ available as a
download from BeeBase at www.nationalbeeunit.com or as a hard copy.
It is also essential that all apiaries are registered on BeeBase (as well as beekeeper contact details) so that we can
identify apiaries at risk in the event of an incursion of SHB into the UK and target control measures effectively.
It is not known at present how the SHB was introduced into Southern Italy, though it is possible that it arrived on produce imported into the region through the port of Gioia Tauro. Since 2003 the NBU and its Inspectors have increased
statutory surveillance programmes to monitor for exotic pests including SHB at apiaries designated as ‘at risk’ due to
their location near airports, freight depots and ports of entry for fruit and other foodstuffs as well as risks associated
with the movement of honey bees and bumble bees for trade.
In 2009 the NBU introduced the Sentinel Apiary Programme in which a selected group of beekeepers has been specifically monitoring their colonies for exotic pests and submitting samples of hive debris to the NBU for examination. Together these two initiatives greatly improve the chance of early interception of SHB if it were to be introduced to the
UK, which is the only hope we have of eradicating the pest before it becomes established.
The most serious threat of the introduction of SHB into the UK remains the trade in bees and hive products. Import
regulations are our main defence and it is essential that all beekeepers abide by them. If in any doubt, please contact
me or the NBU office.
Ivor Flatman Regional Bee Inspector, North East
Tel. 01924 252795, mob. 07775 119346, e-mail ivor.flatman@apha.gsi.gov.uk
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Launch of the Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA)
On 1st October 2014, the Animal and Plant Health Agency was launched following the merger of the Animal Health and
Veterinary Laboratories Agency (AHVLA) with parts of the Food and Environment Research Agency (FERA) responsible
for plant and bee health.
The merged agency combines the animal health and welfare functions previously delivered by AHVLA with teams of
field-based inspectors working in the areas of bee and plant health. It is also responsible for maintaining the National
Listing of new plant and seed varieties and for inspection and enforcement services related to the deliberate release of
genetically modified organisms.
All parts of the new organisation have considerable experience in dealing with widespread disease outbreaks and pooling this experience and resource will allow best practice and greater resilience for the future. Creating a single organisation, with a single management structure and common identity, will ensure that the agency is best placed to exploit
opportunities for synergies and efficiencies, increasing resilience, enhancing flexibility and strengthening the emergency-response capability.
The National Bee Unit Inspectorate is part of the New Agency though Diagnostics and Research functions remain within
FERA. Beekeepers should notice little change, apart from the new logo and e-mail addresses. Mike Brown remains
head of the NBU and NBU Programme support and Technical Advice remain at Sand Hutton, though there is a new telephone number and e-mail for the NBU office (0300 3030094, nbuoffice@apha.gsi.gov.uk). Please visit
www.nationalbeeunit.com contacts page for full details.
Ivor Flatman Regional Bee Inspector, North East
Tel. 01924 252795, mob. 07775 119346, e-mail ivor.flatman@apha.gsi.gov.uk

The future of beekeeping...

Modern Beekeeping are suppliers of high density
polystyrene beehives, beekeeping clothing and honey
processing equipment for both the hobbyist and
commercial beekeeper.
Polystyrene beehives have been used in Europe for over 30
years, where they have proved durable and very effective.
These types of hive insulate the bees from extremes of
temperature and the bees thrive in them. Once you have
tried one of our hives you will never go back to wood!

Visit our website and sign up to our Newsletter
to receive information and special offers

Tel: 0844

888 0573

sales@modernbeekeeping.co.uk

w w w.modernbeekeeping.co.uk
Registered Address: Modern Beekeeping, S&E Enterprises, Westacott Road, Barnstaple EX32 8AW
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Countryside Live and Yorkshire
Beekeepers Honey show 2014
Over the past 10 year this event has gone from strength to strength, and this year was no exception. 12,215
members of the public came to view the show and all its attractions this year, and this did not include all the
stewards and helpers for each event that took place. One of these events and the most important to us at the
Y.B.K.A is of course our annual honey show held at the Countryside Live Event by the very kind agreement of
the Yorkshire Agricultural Society. Once again we attracted new exhibitors to various classes throughout the
show, achieving a record of 276 exhibits. I would like to take this opportunity to thank each and every one of
those who kindly took the time and effort to enter exhibits in the show. Our judges at this year’s show were
Mr. Bernard Diaper, of Sutton Coalfield, and Mr Alan Woodward of Doncaster, both top senior B.B.K.A honey
judges. I would also like to thank our honey show stewards who come along each year and assist me setting
up the show stands and getting all the exhibits staged to the usual high standards. You all do a great job and
finally I wish to thank my assistant Chief Steward Mr. Tony Jefferson from Whitby who along with myself ensured that all the judges are taken care of and the rules are adhered to at all times.
The overall standard of the exhibits throughout the whole show from honey, wax. photography and confectionary was excellent and a credit to all the competitors who entered. By agreement with the YAS we are now
allowed to sell honey and wax products made and produced by any of our entrants and stewards at the show.
This is now quite successful. Our thanks to our Treasurer Bob Hunter, John Whitaker and Andrew Woolhouse
for organising this.
We had an official visit by Lord and Lady Halifax on the Sunday who were very interested in the show and
praised the exhibits and standards of the show. Also the President, Lord Cawthorne, came over on the Saturday to present our trophies to the overall winner and class winners throughout the show. Photos were taken
by Kate Melander for the press. This year’s overall winner and Blue Ribbon winner was Mr. Terry Head from
Doncaster who also won 4 other trophies in other classes. Doncaster won the Association Chairman’s gavel
this year for best entry in the 4 jars of different honey class. 2014 was once again a
very successful show and I would like 2015
to be even better. So if you are a seasoned
competitor who has not entered for a
while, or a raw novice showing for the very
first time, please come along and have a
go. If we are to reach the 300 exhibits milestone next year we need your support.
My thanks to each and everyone once
again who took part in making 2014 a very
special show once again.
Dave Shannon
Chief Steward.
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Badgers Gems
The unusually long mild weather is destined to end fairly soon, ending a fairly lucrative honey harvesting season for
most. These mild conditions have allowed colonies to continue breeding, thereby giving the colony a welcome boost
of young bees for the colony to go into winter. This influx of bees is the “best packing” for a colony to go down into
hibernation. The continued breeding brings both rewards and dangers too. The breeding will see a consumption of
stores if the incoming provender is insufficient. The question of mouse-guards causes consternation with many. They
are either put on too early or for that matter too late when the fixing in place disturbs the bees. Some people rely on
the use of entrance blocks solely to keep out mice. Well, they will not keep out the most ardent of tiny pigmy shrews,
which can and will squeeze through the smallest space. I often recommend the use of entrance blocks with the entrance inverted upwards, the theory being that the hole rarely becomes blocked by dead bees or detritus allowing
the bees to walk over the litter to gain access to the outside.
Having said all that, the food reserves might still become reduced. It is beholden upon the beekeeper to check out
the weight of stores by carefully hefting the hive, offering minimum disturbance to the bees. Should the hive feel
light it is essential that you place over the feedhole a proprietary fondant as a stopgap to feed the bees. You need to
keep an eye on its consumption, topping up as required. Successful wintering is a topic in its own right. For many
years I have wintered colonies on “National” double boxes and brood and a half, however, if you have commercial or
Langstroth the depth is equally the same. I find by wintering on deep chambers my losses are rare. A look at the
sketch in Robert Winston’s “the biology of the honey bee” page 73 illustrates perfectly the reasoning. The bees like
to cluster below the stores, eating their way upwards. The use of a rapid feeder in the winter months will not be used
by the bees. Contact feeders have to be resorted to. A word of caution, once feeding with syrup has begun the bees
become reliant on such food, they will be tempted to breed too which will put them on a vicious circle that the beekeeper needs to keep on top of. The morale to this is always make sure the bees going into the winter phase are well
placed with sealed stores, it pays dividends.
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Good Bee Keeping Plants
Well the weather has now turned, the dark nights are here and it is not really the time when most
people think of gardening.
Whilst there are not many plants which are useful to bees at the moment we are saved by a couple
of species such as Viburnum and Daphne which flower at this time of year and so provide some
forage to those bees who venture out on the odd warm sunny day.

The following plants are some that are useful to honey bees
at the moment.
Shrubs
Viburnum tinus is a bushy evergreen shrub which grows to about 2m eventually but can
be kept smaller by regular pruning. About this time of year it is just coming into flower and
will continue right through until April with clusters of pink flushed buds which open into star
shaped white flowers. It grows well in most moderately fertile, humus-rich, well-drained
soils and is happiest grown in partial shade. One of the best varieties is Viburnum tinus Eve
Price which is more compact than the species.

However there is a less common new variety called Viburnum tinus Lisarose which has a much
deeper carmine red bud before it opens into a pale pink flower. As this is a recent innovation it has
not stood the test of time yet but definitely worth trying.

There is also a variety called Viburnum tinus French White. A
stronger form with larger heads of white flowers opening from
white buds - a clean crisp contrast against the dark-green
pointed leaves

Viburnum fragrans is another of the viburnum
family which is useful at this time of year. It is
a large, upright deciduous shrub which will
grow to about 2.5m high. It has attractive
veined oval leaves which are coppery when
young. Clusters of white flowers, 5cm in
width, open from pink buds in late autumn. It
is happy in sun or partial shade and as its
name suggests the flowers are delicately
scented which can, on a warm still winters
day, fill the air with perfume. It is a hardy
plant which will grow in most soils.

Lonicera x purpusii 'Winter Beauty'
The most floriferous of the shrubby winter honeysuckles with
fragrant, creamy white flowers borne on bare branches from
December to March. It is best left unpruned as it has a pleasing shape
if allowed to develop. It prefers sun or partial shade and most soil
types.
Daphne odora is a beautiful slightly tender evergreen shrub which is
very slow growing but will eventually reach a height and spread of
1.2m. It has sweet scented pale pink flowers opening from purple

buds in December, followed by scarlet red fruit. It will do fine in
light shade and grows well in a woodland garden. Daphne odora aureomarginata with its
leaves edged with gold is slightly more hardy than the plain Daphne odora so is probably a
better one to plant on our northern climate. It likes a well fertile well drained soil and will
not thrive if its roots are in a heavy cold clay soil

Climbers
I Clematis cirrhosa
Clematis cirrhosa is an evergreen climber which comes in a
variety of flower colours ranging from a creamy white
through freckled pink to a purple red. The flowers are not the
large showy flowers of the summer Jackmanii types but
rather a smaller nodding hat type of flower. They climb using
tendrils so will require some support framework if grown
against a wall. They can also look attractive if allowed to
scramble through other trees or shrubs and can grow to
about 4m. Depending on the variety, they flower between
November and March and despite looking fairly delicate they
are hardy but do like to be grown in a sunny situation. They
like a fertile well drained soil
Clematis cirrhosa Freckles flowering Nov –Feb

Clematis cirrhosa Wisley Cream flowering Jan-March
Clematis cirrhosa
Landsdown Gem
flowering DecFeb

Ginny Crerar.

The BIBBA- SICAMM Conference 2014
I was very fortunate to attend the above conference held in Llangollen, Wales at the end of September which was
open to all beekeepers.
The conference, celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Bee Improvement and Bee Breeders Association (BIBBA) , was
combined with the biennial conference of the Societas Internationalis pro Conservatione Apis melliferae melliferae (SICAMM), to give a most informative and memorable event, held in a beautiful part of the world. The event was hosted
by South Clywd Beekeepers Association.
The native bee, which has evolved over thousands of years to live in our cool British climate, is the bee most suitable to
promote and conserve on our islands . By importing bees from other parts of the world, which then cross with our native bee, we cause added problems such as bad temperedness, disease susceptibility, poor productivity and difficulty
in selecting and breeding for desirable characteristics, to mention but a few. This was one of the core messages of the
conference.
There has been recent progress in the pursuit of conservation of Apis mellifera mellifera within the UK and Ireland.
In Ireland, the Native Irish Honeybee Society has been founded, and several reserve areas defined.
In the UK the first reserve for Apis mellifera mellifera was declared on the islands of Colonsay and Oronsay in the Inner
Hebrides. This major achievement can be attributed to the steadfast work of Andrew Abrahams. His 60 stocks of bees
are currently being studied by European research teams to determine Deformed Wing Virus levels in varroa-free colonies.
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Andrew’s management system is centred on maximising high quality wildflower and heather honey production, whilst
also attempting to maintain and improve the genetics of a closed, disease-free population.
There were three lecture streams running concurrently at the conference. Lecturers consisted of scientists, researchers, and successful practical hobbyist and commercial beekeepers. The biggest problem for me was choosing which of
the three lectures to attend at each session. I was only ever going to be able to attend in effect, one third of the conference!
For example which one would you have chosen between:
· Fit To Rule. Nutrition for the Queen bee by Trisha Marlow
· The Health and Status of Feral Honeybees in the UK by Catherine Thompson
· Or 2 or 3 things we don’t know about colony loss. An investigation into the findings of the COLOSS International Research Group by. Romee van der Zee
Another difficult choice was;
· What the Books Don’t Tell You by Willie Robson
· Local Bees for Local Beekeepers by Wally Shaw
· Or, Strategies for the Conservation of the European Dark Bee by Eoghan Mac Giolla Coda
There was also the welcome opportunity for continuing discussions with the lecturers and delegates at coffee and
lunch breaks in the dining hall. Where else but at a Beekeeping conference can you sit down to dine with a group of
complete strangers from such diverse backgrounds, and within a minute be engrossed in an absorbing and lively conversation?
The organisers of this conference are to be commended for their efforts in putting together such an educational and
enjoyable event.
So to end here are a few memorable snippets which I heard quoted;
· A study based on 621 colonies showed that locally bred bees survive disease better than non-local bees.
· A queen larva has as many as 1600 feeding visits whilst developing.
· It was stated that a hive consumes around 40lbs of pollen per year. Some say up to 100lbs!
· Drones fly up to 9 or even 13 km to mate.
· Virgin queens prefer to mate 2 to 3 km from home.
· Your drones don’t always come home at night. This suggests that where there is a high concentration of hives
in an area there could be “drone corridors” occurring, along which drones could freely travel.
· Apis mellifera mellifera will fly at a temperature as low as 11 degrees C. They are also very good at sourcing a
variety of pollen in an area. Bear in mind that it is now accepted that this variety is necessary for the good
health of bees.
I’m still trying to decide if the delegate who claimed to kill varroa by spraying with a dilute solution of TCP was pulling
our leg!
Sheila Rawson
Whitby BKA
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A Beekeeper’s Review of Tony Jefferson’s new book

A Practical Guide to Producing Heather Honey
By Diane Reasbeck (Barkston Ash BKA)
I was keen to read this short book having had recent experience of taking my bees to the heather for the first
time. What a help it would have been if I’d read it about a year ago!
As the author, Tony Jefferson states in his introduction, his intention in this short and simple book is to offer
practical advice based on three generations of knowledge and experience within his family; tried and tested
techniques his father Allan has mastered over his 70 years of beekeeping. I feel Tony’s format is accessible to
all beekeepers, novice or otherwise, and makes an inspiring, interesting and informative read.
I am certainly a novice beekeeper, still building my understanding of the very basic concepts of the honey bee
and everything associated with beekeeping. I hope I am a responsible apiarist; I want to do the best for my bees
and continue to learn and develop my skill – I hope all beekeepers feel this way and that we are all continually
learning and improving our techniques, theories and opinions of what is right and wrong within the beekeeping
world and keep an open mind to try something new perhaps?
Surprisingly, as I dipped into this little book, even with my limited knowledge I felt I could understand and
take on board Tony’s concepts and the ‘Jefferson way’ of beekeeping. Encouraged by the clear and concise
explanations of how, why and when with regard his preparation process I am encouraged to give it a go myself!
The first point I picked up on is Tony’s bold statement ‘follow my advice and you will undoubtedly increase
heather crops significantly’. Okay, you have my attention, this sounds like a good plan. He continued to warn
how he will be giving ‘advice which will go against convention or establishment viewpoint’. I was hooked to
read on, appealing to the rebel in me!
I mentioned how, why and when. I feel, having the book by my side I can replicate Tony’s preparations from
the contents before me. Being able to recognise Tony’s focus on ensuring a strong colony and him giving explanation to the reader of how, why and when. The importance of drawn out comb; how, why, when? The importance of insulating the hives; how, why, when? The importance of fully capped frames; how why, when?
There is several other how, why and when’s which complete the unique winning formula for good consistent
heather honey yields. And of course there is one thing that can scupper all of this…the great British weather!
We can only hope and maybe pray for the last crucial element of success albeit with further tips from Tony!
The book is entertaining through Tony’s recounting of past experiences. I must say I would not have expected
to find adders curled up under hives. Likewise ensuring my hives are spaced two sheep’ width apart and placed
directly on the ground to avoid being toppled over by them relieving an itch is a revelation. One recollection I
could relate to from my one and only hive transporting exercise is that of bees escaping from their hives within
the van. Yes, we had several surprised ‘double takes’ from passing motorists as we drove in full bee suits
amidst a swirl of flying bees!
I was reassured to read, following my own experience, that extracting heather honey is a tricky, sticky and labour some process. Tony outlined an intriguing array of equipment needed to extract heather honey and encouraged us to link up with our local bee keeping associations to help source it. Such good advice as in my
experience my local association, Barkston Ash, hold a variety of equipment and an endless supply of advice,
encouragement and support. Saying that, I’m really not sure whether we have such a range of heather honey
extraction kit available so I have taken note and at any beekeeping sales I find myself attending will look out
for a rare and wonderful heather honey loosener and the like!
On return from the heather moors it is nice to read how Tony considers honey within the brood chambers is for
his bees’ own use and not to be had by the beekeeper, however tempting this is, especially in lean harvest
years. Having respect for the bees and doing right by them appeals to me. However, Tony went on to explain
how leaving heather on the hives as a sole winter food isn’t a good idea and the book states a good balance of
winter food is needed. Here again Tony providing how, why and when?
I have learnt such a lot from reading this book. Tony’s broad knowledge and confidence in his practice is inspirational. I believe I can be successful in producing heather honey. I will approach taking my hives to the
heather moors again and will have a greater insight into the fundamental requirements which need to come together in a timely manner. I will approach each beekeeping season with a better understanding of how one
thing affects another and being more aware of responding appropriately. Looking out for the first pollen on the
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catkins and snowdrops and thus beginning the growth towards a strong and prepared colony ready to take on a
harsh environment.
Within this book lay the tools to reap success and the potential to relish that special deep, dark and immensely
flavoured heather honey yourself, from our wild and wonderful moorlands.
Thank you Tony.
Now, let’s do it!
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by Tony Jefferson
‘I thoroughly recommend this book to all those
interested in this most challenging method of honey
production This booklet will make an ideal Christmas
stocking ﬁ ller for 2014, allowing the reader time to
muse
about the 2015 heather season.’

Northern Bee Books
Scout Bottom Farm, Mytholmroyd, Hebden Bridge HX7 5JS
The publishers of The Beekeepers Quarterly - The Quality Quarterly with Quarterly
Quality
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BEE IMPROVEMENT FOR ALL - ONE DAY BIBBA WORKSHOP
Leeds BKA are delighted to be teaming up with BIBBA ( Bee Improvement and Bee Breeders Association) to
run a one day workshop to help you improve the quality of your bees. BIBBA has developed an international
reputation for its work in the area of bee breeding and improvement. They will run this workshop and will explain, in a straightforward way, how you can improve your bees.
The workshop will have something for everybody, whether you are new to the craft or with more experience. It
will encourage the "ordinary" (that's most of us) amateur beekeepers to assess their colonies with a view to improving their bees using criteria you set yourself. This will doubtless include things like temper, honey getting
skills, "swarminess" etc. Simple recording will give information which colonies to cull and which to breed
from. There is encouragement to make use of some of the opportunities given to us by the bees to rear queens
using natural methods i.e. a swarming colony, as well as some of the simpler "artificial" methods that will suit
the beekeeper or groups that need more queens. All suggested methods will be easily understood and suitable
for all beekeepers, including beginners, improvers and the more experienced.
Amongst the topics covered will be
- rearing queens from local colonies to avoid buying them
- using naturally produced queen cells
- changing queens in colonies
- making up mating nuclei
And much more
(More details can be found on the BIBBA site at www.bibba.com )
Many beekeepers believe some of the current bee problems have been caused by the importation of bees and
queens. This course will help beekeepers to rear their own queens from local stock and not rely on imports.

These workshops started in 2013 and feedback from attendees has been tremendous.
The workshop will be held in Barwick in Elmet Village Hall, Chapel Lane, Barwick in Elmet, Leeds,
LS154EL on Sat 17 January 2015.It is close to the A64 and A1M. Directions can be found on Google Maps.
The event will run from 0930 to 1630 with suitable breaks throughout the day. Refreshments will be supplied
free of charge. However in order to keep costs down we will not be supplying lunch, so please feel free to
bring a "pack up".
Places for this day cost just £10. Payments can be made vis https://webcollect.org.uk/lbka or via the link on the
“Home” page of leedsbeekeepers.org.uk
Places are limited and the event is bound to be extremely popular so we would urge early booking.
So grab this opportunity to learn how to improve your beekeeping next year, meet other beekeepers / talk bees,
in the otherwise beekeeping "down season".
Any difficulties or questions please call 07905949311
Dave Barrett
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