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Y.B.K.A. Chairman’s
Letter
TAKE NOTE OF THE STARVATION WARNING ISSUED BY THE NBU. THIS
COLD WEATHER LOOKS LIKE LASTING TWO MORE WEEKS AND IT
WILL TAKE A WHILE AFTER THAT FOR THE FLOWERS TO BLOOM AND
START TO GIVE A REASONABLE NECTAR FLOW. DO NOT WORRY
ABOUT THE COST OF FONDANT - JUST REMEMBER THAT LIVE BEES ARE
BETTER THEN DEAD ONES.
My bees to the east of the A1 are enjoying a cold but snow free period
and are on their way to being ready for the oil seed rape. My bees near
Leeds/Bradford Airport needed digging out from the snow drift. We
have only had about 5 inches of snow but the wind has filled the lanes
and built really impressive drifts against the walls. My bees in the city
centre are doing best of all and are ready to go - if only spring can
happen fairly soon. Discussing this with friends across our county it is
clear that the weather varies from awful to ‘not-so-bad’. We enjoy a
wide variety of microclimates in Yorkshire - I hope yours is being kind to
you.
My question in the last issue of the enews about YBKA foundation being
good value has sparked a debate between our Vice-chairman and myself.
As a result I have published in this issue some articles to explore this.
While it is up to each individual to decide what is best for them
personally YBKA has the responsibility of making sure we offer members
good value - hence the exploration of this issue. Please feel free to add
your views. You should receive an additional pdf with this issue about
beeswax.
I feel that we need to apologise to those members who have applied for
places at the YBKA Annual Conference and who have not been able to
attend because we are already full to over-flowing. In moving venue we
actually increased the number of seats available - but we have filled
them all and even arranged to have some additional seating. It is great
that the event is so popular but unfortunate that some members cannot
attend. Next year we will see if we can get an even bigger venue.
I would like to thank all of the district associations who have invited me
to speak at their meeting this year. I have enjoyed chatting to your
members and visiting a wide variety of venues. I’ve particularly enjoyed
the ones with a bar attached.
Wishing all members the best and hoping that spring will arrive soon..

Bill Cadmore
Chairman & Editor

Great Yorkshire Show
Yorkshire Agricultural Society
Hives and Honey Show

Tuesday 9th July 2013
Entries close Tuesday 21 May (late entries not accepted)

Entry fee £1.00 per entry with minimum entry fee of £4.00
Schedules and entry forms are available from YBKA Secretary or YAS Representative

Please note YAS has asked us to draw your attention to two errors in the schedule:Class 45 - Lemon Curd is correct as stated….the Recipe shown amongst the Recipe Section is "A
suggested Recipe".
Class 15 - Clarification - Minimum product weight of 50grms per item:total therefore of
100grms.

Why not enter a jar or two, a cake or a candle ?
Notes:This is the YAS Honey Show - Please contact the YAS representative with any questions about
the show.
As a part of the Great Yorkshire Show we (YBKA) put on a display and some stands about
beekeeping. We also sell honey. If you have any questions about this aspect of the show then
please contact Dave Shannon.

Yorkshire Beekeepers’ Association
Conference 2013
All beekeepers are invited to attend the annual conference of the Yorkshire
Beekeepers’ Association Saturday April 20th 2013

The venue

Address & Post Code

York 6th Form College

York College Sim Balk Lane, York,
YO23 2BB

Where is the College - Just off the
A64
See map - click this link
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The Speakers

The Lectures

Maryann Frazier Penn State

The Pesticide Conundrum;
Protecting Crops, People and
Pollinators

University
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Dr Karen Scott Newcastle

The Hidden Work of Beekeepers

University

Chairman Bristol

Illustrated musings on Beekeeping

BKA
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Ben Jones National Bee Unit
e
se
Maryann Frazier Penn State
University

Bee Nutrition PhD Research Project
Managing Honey Bee Mites and
Diseases by Letting Them Be

Costs

All Attendees

Includes all Refreshments
and 2 course lunch

£25.00

Yorkshire Beekeepers’ Association
Conference 2013 The Conference
Market Place

Frame Hangers

YBKA Mugs & Clothing

Cosy Bee Limited

PLANTS FOR BEES

Even if you have missed out on getting a place at the conference you can
visit during the lunch period in order to purchase equipment from the
‘marketplace’. Phone for further details - 0113 216 0482.

Jobs in the Apiary for April
There seems to be a lot more variation in the
weather these days. The old beekeepers of
yesteryear never had to feed their bees in the
winter because they didn’t have any. All they had
to do was wait for the Sprng to arrive, catch a
few swarms – they were plentiful – and fill up the
hives again. The swarms would eminate from the
thousands of trees around, now decimated in the
interests of ‘progress’ and to accommodate the
proliferation of motorways. The weather 50 years
ago and before seemed to be so much more
reliable than it is now and, in no time at all, the
old beekeeper would have a bumper crop of
honey. Not now. We seem to spend more and
more of our time endeavouring to get our bees
through the winter with minimum losses and the
questions we need to ask are “Do we keep
stocks which are too weak, small and useless and
which we could probably do without? And “Do
we apply too much effort trying to save unhealthy
colonies ?”
	

April signals the start of the rape seed oil crop –
the first major crop of the year. For many
beekeepers this is the main source for their
honey crop so we should be ready. It is essential
to have enough frames ready and with fresh
foundation so that as frames of honey are
removed they can quickly be replaced. It is
important also that new supers are added to the
hive as soon as you observe that the super(s) are
full of bees – try not to wait until they are full of
honey as the bees need available room beyond
what they are using at the moment so that they
can store the nectar which can be processed
later. Rape gets a lot of bad press because it is
felt that it is the cause of hay-fever attacks at this
time of year but it does flower at the same time
as trees such as plum, cherry, blackthorn and
hawthorn which can also cause similar symptoms.
It is also unfortunate that the proportions of
honey sugars, sucrose and fructose in rape means
that the honey granulates very rapidly – warm
days in the spring together with a high nectar
flow encourages the bees to move up in to the
supers but cold nights force them back in to the
brood box. The nectar stored can then cool
before it is processed and can actually start to
granulate before it is ripe. Indeed, it can be quite

difficult to decide when rape honey is sufficiently
ripe and therefore ready for extraction – combs
may be sealed but the honey still liquid whilst
exposed honey may even have started to
granulate! As a rule of thumb if the honeycomb
frames are shaken and nectar/honey flows out do
not extract, otherwise it’s probably OK. It is
certainly the case that as soon as the supers are
removed it should be extracted straight away. A
further snippet of information. We were chatting
with one of our farming members the other day
and he was explaining about the slow growth of
his over wintering crops, all due to the cold wet
winter and miserable spring. The land is so wet
that large areas are under water making it
impossible to work the land with machinery, so it
is highly likely that the rape seed oil crops will be
later this year. A timely reminder perhaps (if you
need one) that it is essential you keep checking
your bees to see if more food is required even as
we go in to April!
	

We suggested your first job of the Spring should
be to change/clean up the floors and if this hasn’t
been done yet because of the cold weather we
have been experiencing throughout March then
that still should be the first priority in April. The
second inspection should be an opportunity to
assess the state of the colony – have you
provided the colony with thin 1:1 sugar syrup to
help stimulate the queen to lay and is she
performing well? Are the eggs evenly distributed
and are the grubs creamy white and not twisted
or deformed? It is a good idea to consider
renewing old and badly discoloured brood frames
this month too – maybe 3 or 4 from the outer
edges could be replaced with fresh foundation.
Remember also to make a careful note of what
you are seeing as it is much easier to assess the
progress, expansion or deterioration of the
colony if you can refer to your notes. Part of this
routine should include a varroa check so that you
can decide on a treatment plan. Most of the
statutory medicines need a 3 – 4 week treatment
schedule so this needs to be done before the
nectar flow starts as most treatments do
contaminate the honey.

Now for the lighter side of our jobs at the Whiley
Hill Apiary around the ‘Riverbank’. One of our
main concerns is the increasingly difficult time our
local wildlife is experiencing and we like to do our
bit to help where we can.
Hedgehogs, for
example, are declining at an alarming rate and
need our help. So, in a bid to assist them as much
as we can, we have built some winter homes for
them and placed them in quiet corners of the
apiary. These little shelters will also double up as
homes for our mice population if not inhabited by
the hedgehogs. This will, in turn, give a helping had
to our local owls since they seemed to have
developed the habit of using our hives as feeding
tables with mice as the prime meal on their
menu!

pollen on their legs as well as creating bottlenecks
at the entrance.
One final thought. We gave a talk to one of our
local womens groups last month – the Wednesday
afternoon meeting, a breakaway branch of the WI
we suspect – and it turned out to be a really good
afternoon out. The ladies were good fun and most

We have also decided to put up some nesting
boxes for blue and great tits and also a Bumble
bee nesting house. The bumble bees which were
seen in large numbers at this time last year
haven't been seen anywhere in our area and it is a
fair bet they haven’t emerged anywhere yet
because of the sluggish spring and cold weather.
We will be keeping an eye on all these initiatives
and provide updates in future editions – if anyone
would like further details about the nests and
their construction please get in touch.

of them were completely spellbound with our
tales – so much so that we noticed, after 10
minutes or so, that two of them had dropped in
to a very deep sleep! We carried on regardless
but eventually had to stop and wake them up
because their snoring was putting us out of our
stride !! The afternoon was completed with a
piano recital, tea and cakes – I don’t think we’ve
It won’t be long before the bees start flying ever eaten so many cakes of such varied type in
around in greater numbers and, certainly once our lives - we must take care not to get overthis present cold spell is over, the spring tasks will dosed and over-weight!!
start in ernest. Remember that the bees will be
coming home laden with pollen (see photograph) Lets hope for a better summer when the only
and it essential all this precious bounty is taken problem we have is what to do with all that
safely in to the hive. In order to ensure this honey!!
happens don’t forget to remove the mouse guards
Roger & Len
as thet do have the effect of scraping off the
!

A man was driving down the road when his car came to a sudden
halt. Just at that moment a bee flew in through his open window.
The bee says “What seems to bee the problem?”
“I'm out of fuel “the man replies.
The bee told the man to wait right there and flew away.
Several minutes later the man watches in amazement as an entire
swarm of bees flew to his car and into his fuel tank.
After a few minutes the bees flew out.
“Try it out now” said one bee.
The man turned the ignition on and the car started right up.
"WOW!!” the man said “what did you put in my tank?”
The bee answered, wait for it!
BP

!
!
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Yorkshire Beekeepers’ Association GPC
Chairman
Mr W P Cadmore
01132160482
bill.cadmore@ntlworld.com
Vice Chairman
Tony Jefferson
07749731945
stoneleabees@yahoo.co.uk
Hon. Secretary
Brian Latham
01132643436
brian.latham@ntlworld.com
Hon. Treasurer
Bob Hunter
01484 713671
rmwhunter@blueyonder.co.uk
Equipment Officer
Paul Winder
07921974777
jpawinder@hotmail.com
School Day Organiser
Phil Gee
07769650059
pjgphilgee@aol.com
Honey Show Organisation & YAS Liaison
Dave Shannon
01302772837
daveshannon.aca@me.com
Newsletter Editor
Bill Cadmore
01132160482
bill.cadmore@ntlworld.com
104 Hall Lane, Horsforth, Leeds, LS18 5JG
Examinations
Wendy Maslin
01482 656018
beewendi@gmail.com
Education, Training & Information
Graham Crerar
07855959749
graham.crerar@civica.co.uk
BBKA ADM Delegate
Tony Jefferson
07749731945
stoneleabees@yahoo.co.uk
Web Master
David Lamont
07968817153
dave@mtvhosting.co.uk
NBU Representative
Ivor Flatman
07775 119436
ivor.flatman@fera.gsi.gov.uk
YAS Representative (until March 2013)
Michael Badger
0113 2945879
buzz.buzz@ntlworld.com
Simon Maslin
Robin Tomlinson
Roger Chappel

01482 656018
0113 286 5842
01325 315741

GPC Working Groups
Annual Conference Organisers
Bill Cadmore
Brian Latham
Graham Crerar
Constitution Review Group
Brian Latham
Simon Maslin
Bob Hunter
National Honey Show Representatives
Ivor Flatman
Michael Badger
Gerald Moxon
Beecraft Named Shareholder Representative
Brian Latham
Other Responsibilities - Beecraft Directors
Michael Badger
Chris Coulson

maslin@maslin.karoo.co.uk
rogerchappel21@gmail.com

Michael Badger
Reminder - any member of YBKA can
stand for election to almost all of these
posts - contact the Secretary for
details.

Yorkshire BKA GPC

AREA REPRESENTATIVES

Why not invite your area rep to one of your district meetings ?
Airedale, Wharfedale & Bradford

David Lamont
07968817153
dave@mtvhosting.co.uk

Leeds & Barkston Ash

Robin Tomlinson

Rotherham, Doncaster, Barnsley, Sheffield

Dave Shannon
01302-772837
dave@mtvhosting.co.uk

Halifax, Huddersfield, Wakefield, Pontefract

Phil Gee
01422886114
pjgphilgee@aol.com

Beverley, York, Easingwold

Simon Maslin
01482656018
maslin@maslin.karoo.co.uk

Northallerton, Thirsk & Richmond, Darlington

Roger Chappel
01325 315741
rogerchappel21@gmail.com

Whitby, Scarborough, Malton & Rydale

Tony Jefferson
07749731945
stoneleabees@yahoo.co.uk

0113 286 5842

What do Area Reps. do ?
We want to make sure that every YBKA member, in every district.....
..... knows what is available to them through YBKA
...... has the opportunity to have a say in what YBKA does and what services it provides
........ can be represented by YBKA at the national level through debate with BBKA YOUR
area rep. is your link with YBKA and BBKA.

YBKA Constitution Revue
Thank you to those of you who have contributed to this revue. Everybody’s opinion is
appreciated and welcomed. There was also a useful if somewhat curtailed discussion on the
Constitution at the recent YBKA Delegates Conference.
The outcome of these discussions has been the production of a second draft revision, which
should be available on our website.
The significant changes over the first draft have been highlighted in red. Many changes, such
as the one adding a geographical area to our definition in Clause 2, need no explanation. In
summary however the significant changes are:
1. Whereas in the current constitution we have “members” who are beekeepers and “members”
who are District Associations with some confusion in parts of the constitution as to what
sort of member was being referred to; we now describe District and Specialist Associations
as Affiliates, or Affiliated Associations, leaving the role of Member to the beekeeper.
2. One of the significant discussions in Conference was around the role that Affiliated
Associations had in the guidance and running of the YBKA. The outcome of the discussion
was to raise the profile of the Conference and to identify its purpose in providing “direction
and guidance to the Trustees and the GPC on the policy, future plans, budget and activities
of the YBKA”. Other changes are to strengthen the organisation of the Conference.
3. Another significant discussion has been on what should constitute a ”quorum” for General
Meetings of the YBKA, trying to reduce the size of the quorum whilst still remaining
democratic. The suggestion was adopted of allowing Proxy voting at General Meetings.
There are changes in the organisation of General Meetings to allow that. The quorum has
been suggested at 20 members present and 10% voting by proxy. (Remember when thinking
about this that the YBKA has between 1500 and 1600 members, but normally gets from 60
to 70 people to an AGM.)
4. The final change has been to raise the profile of the YBKA’s Trustees and providing them
with a platform (the GPC) where they can exercise their responsibilities in line with the
Charity Commission’s guidelines.
Do please take the time to read this draft and send all your comments to
constitution.revue@ybka.org.uk.

Beeswax Foundation
In the March edition of the newsletter a question was posed “surely this is the best value
foundation available ?”
So I thought I would rise to this question and offer some comments for your consideration.
Did you know there are 3 grades of foundation?
• Organic
• Premier
• Standard

So, perhaps a little bit of information on each type is required to ensure you are aware of the
differences and can chose the grade you require.
Premier wax is the usual top quality wax blended from finest British / Irish and Australian /
New Zealand beeswax. This is the traditional blended wax that has been available for over 50
years, with Thornes being the leading manufacturer in the UK (many suppliers obtain their
foundation from Thornes)
Around 1995 a second grade called Standard, was introduced to the market. This is
manufactured from blended beeswax from a variety of sources. (other than the above locations)
It is blended to provide good colour and aroma
Last year certified organic wax foundation came to the market from certified sources from the
South Island of New Zealand. The Organic foundation is the most expensive, followed by
Premier and then the cheapest Standard grade.
The Yorkshire Beekeepers Association foundation offer is based on the Standard Grade. So
when you are comparing prices it is important to check you are comparing like-for-like grades
There is also a very cheap source of foundation – it is actually FREE, that is the conversion or
straight swap arrangements. You simply swap your own rendered wax for sheets of foundation
to suit your requirements, based on a pound of wax to a number of sheets, wired or unwired to
your own choice. The closest full sheet of wax is rounded up (not down)
Surely this has to be the best value foundation offer available ?
Tony Jefferson

Editors Note:If you are going to Harper Adams, or an equipment suppliers, anyway there are no transport costs for the wax
conversion. If you make a special journey or have to pay p&p then costs can be fairly high.

Beeswax foundation from YBKA
The last newsletter asks "Surely this is the best value standard foundation available?", implying
that the YBKA foundation was a great deal. Well perhaps not? You've got to ask if you really
want standard foundation in the first place? Not that many years ago when you ordered
foundation it was all the same quality. This was always a good quality too. That though has
changed and we can now enjoy Premier (the sort that we always used to get) and a new,
cheaper, product called Standard. I changed a few years ago from partaking in this YBKA "
bargain" offer as I (and I believe my bees) prefer a better quality foundation. The standard
foundation I've seen in the past has been pretty ropey stuff. Seconds in my opinion. I've seen
it have a grey appearance with an unpleasant odour , not the bright fresh looking foundation
with that wonderful, characteristic smell of beeswax. I've also seen some of other bulk
purchase of a standard foundation that was stale, with that characteristic bloom. Yes I know
that you can "freshen" this up with a hair dryer, but frankly a) you shouldn't need to and b)
would beginners recognise staleness and know how to remedy matters?
I've now stopped buying foundation altogether. Instead I now prefer to exchange wax for
foundation at the BBKA Spring Convention. There ,you can see what you're getting, thereby
ensuring that you get bright, fresh , good quality foundation. And it's wax not £ that changes
hands. Now that's what I call "best value"!!
Dave Barrett
Leeds BKA
Editors Note
I agree with David that it is always nice to see the goods before you actually buy them - I have the advantage of
having seen the foundation supplied by YBKA this year. I can assure all YBKA members that E H Thorne (Beehives)
Ltd have not supplied us with poor quality foundation. It is ‘standard’ foundation but none the worse for that. As
one of the 8 people who sorted through the foundation delivery and made up the orders for the district
associations I can speak from the experience of actually handling the wax - All the foundation I saw was freshly
pressed, was a nice colour, had a good fresh surface without any ‘bloom’ and smelled just like wax should. I, and my
bees, am more than happy to use this foundation.

Best Value Beeswax
Having viewed two internet discussion forums on the subject of ‘best value’ beeswax and having read the articles
submitted above I thought I might attempt an objective comparison of the ways in which you can buy foundation.
My conclusion is that what you as an individual consider to be ‘best value’ depends on how you view beeswax and on
how much beeswax you produce.
As a product of beekeeping beeswax is as much an important crop as honey. Beeswax has a number of uses, some
obvious and some not so. Everyone knows that beeswax can be used to make candles and some will know that it is
used to make the best furniture polish but did you know it is used in lipstick? Or to coat drug capsules, or to
waterproof thread for needlework?
We collect beeswax during the season in a variety of ways; by scraping brace comb from the sides of the frames
or hive, by collecting wax cappings cut off the honeycomb prior to extracting honey,by melting out solid honey in
the comb such as that from Oil Seed Rape and then separating wax from honey. All wax collected needs to be
filtered and cast into blocks.
As beekeepers our main use of beeswax will always be in the form of foundation or starter strips. With more and
more of us using the shook swarm method of disease control and as a way of replacing old comb the cost of
foundation becomes more important to us. In the following I have tried to use ‘typical’ costs and values using
equipment suppliers web sites as the main source of prices. I have used the figure of just 25p as the sale value of
your cleaned beeswax – personally I would charge at least twice this amount. I am also aware that these costs
would go down as more wax/foundation was involved in the calculations, however these reduced pricing would apply
in all cases and so would not effect the comparison.
Foundation can obtain foundation in a number of ways:Make your own foundation from your own clean wax
Use a mould or press to caste your own beeswax into sheets of foundation and then add wires as needed. You’ll
need to buy the equipment to clean, melt and caste your foundation but after the initial cost your foundation
becomes a value added product saving you the cost of buying foundation.
The cost of 10 sheets of your foundation

=

(Cost of original equipment / number of sheets
produced - I assume 500) + sale value of wax needed to
produce 10 sheets of BS National Brood foundation

The cost of 10 sheets of your foundation

=

(£150.00 / 500) + £5

=

£5.03

Pay a manufacturer to make your own foundation from your own clean wax
Send, or take, your beeswax to a company that will turn it into foundation for you.
The cost of 10 sheets of your foundation

The cost of 10 sheets of your foundation

=

£1.10 (casting) + £0.80 (wiring) + £7.00 (p&p)
+ £5.00 (sale value of wax needed to produce 10 sheets of
BS National Brood foundation)
=

£13.90

Beeswax / Foundation Exchange Scheme
Several companies will exchange your clean (and even fairly dirty) wax for foundation. Most beekeepers do this
as a part of their visit to the BBKA Annual Convention at Harper Adams University or when they are visiting a
supplier to purchase other good. For this calculation I have used a figure of just £2.00 as a cost for fuel/
entrance ticket/p&p.
The cost of 10 sheets of foundation
=
sale value of 2 lb of wax needed to receive 10 sheets of
BS National Brood foundation + fuel/entrance
ticket/p&p costs
The cost of 10 sheets of foundation
or
If you you assign no value to your wax

=

£10.00 + £2.00

=

cost of transport / p&p

=

£12.00

Purchase Foundation from the YBKA bulk purchase scheme
As a member of YBKA you are entitled to purchase foundation for your own use through our bulk purchase
scheme. Your association secretary will circulate order forms for this each year around November. You receive
the wax in March. As you do not have to leave Yorkshire to get this wax and would normally be attending
meetings anyway I have used a figure of £1.00 to cover fuel cost etc.
The cost of 10 sheets of foundation

=
=

Cost of foundation + fuel
£5.50 + £1.00

=

£6.50

and of course you still have your wax to sell in blocks or to make candles out of so that you can generate a ‘wax
income’ in order to pay for the foundation.
Purchase Foundation from a well known supplier
The cost of 10 sheets of premier foundation =
=

Cost of foundation (no P&P or fuel)
Cost of foundation + P&P or fuel

=
=

£10.74
£14.74

The cost of 10 sheets of standard foundation =
Cost of foundation (no P&P or fuel) =
£9.00
=
Cost of foundation + P&P or fuel
=
£13.00
Problems with these calculations
Naturally I have made lots of assumptions in these calculation – but I have made the same assumptions in each
case so the prices should be comparable.
Selling your wax as beeswax candles and polish will generate cash to spend on foundation – but then we would
have to add the cost of moulds / wicks / heating / time etc to the equations above – but as candles your should
be able to charge much more than the 25p per ounce for your wax that I have used in my calculations.
If you produce larger amounts of wax then the exchange scheme might be more attractive because you can
effectively ‘sell’ (exchange) your wax all in one go without having to invest time and energy in processing and
selling wax or candles or cosmetics or polish. It is clear however that if you choose this very convenient and
simple way to sell your wax and buy foundation via an exchange scheme then you are paying for your foundation
with wax rather than money and wax has a value – it is not a throw away waste product.
My view is that best value is obtained by selling my wax as value-added products and then buying foundation from
YBKA.
Bill Cadmore
Candle Seller
Does YBKA provide you with the best value foundation ?
It is important that YBKA does things that will help members. This includes trying to get the best financial deals
for members. Please tell us if you think that the foundation we supply is good value - and feel free to suggest
better value deals which we might get involved in. Perhaps we should try to get a deal on ‘premier’ foundation.
Write to the editor with your views and helpful suggestions.

Group, individual & digital subs available
http://bkqonline.co.uk

Northern Bee Books
for the widest range of books see
www.GroovyCart.co.uk/beebooks

Scout Bottom Farm, Mytholmroyd, Hebden Bridge HX7 5JS (UK)
Phone: 01422 882751 Fax: 01422 886157
Website: www.GroovyCart.co.uk/beebooks

For Sale
ApilLifeVar
Use by Date 2013
Low price £2.50 per 1 hive pack
Contact
rogerchappel21@gmail.com
01325 315741 or 07905190701

How Low can a Beekeeper Go ?
If you fed your bees well in autumn and made sure that you had a good strong and queen-right
colony with lots of stores in a nice weatherproof hive the least you can expect when you open
your hives in spring is to see a full set of frames and hopefully a colony ready for the coming
season.
What you don’t expect is a gap where 6 frames of bees used to be !!!!!!
One of our number, a beekeeper, is getting ready to sell lots of nuc colonies this spring - by
stealing other peoples colonies!
Look at these pictures - somebody who knows what they are doing has removed the frames
with bees on from this hive into a nuc box. They have then put the hive back together so that
the owner has no idea what has happened.

If you know of somebody who has increased their stock as winter has progressed then you
should contact your YBKA Area Rep. to discuss the situation.
If this has happened to you you must report it to the police. We cannot tolerate such
behaviour by one of our number.
Editor

Yorkshire Beekeepers’ Bee Breeding Workshop
16th March 2013
To further Barkston Ash Beekeepers new venture to raise queens for our members, 7 of us
attended the Yorkshire Beekeepers’ Bee ~ Breeding Workshop at the Normandy Pavilion,

!

Harrogate on Saturday 16th March.
What a wonderful day it turned out to be.
On arrival at 9:30 we were greeted with hot drinks and biscuits and collected our workshop
pack with notes and an intriguing looking Beekeepers Rule.
We then had a pleasant 30 minutes to get ourselves organised and chat with friends old and
new, many of who we only see at these events. As usual lots of bee related chat, gossip and
stories were swapped. As there were over 30 beekeepers in attendance there were at least
50 opinions aired to anyone who would listen!
The speakers for the day were Alan Brown; Tony Jefferson; Brian Lightfoot; Wendy Maslin &
Jim Pearson.
The morning looked at debunking some of the myths around bee breeding and raising queens,
the reasons to breed our own bees, essential preparation work, how to select suitable stock
and some of the theory we need to understand to enable us to be successful in our
endeavours. This session was led by Tony Jefferson and Wendy Maslin. 5 minutes later, or so
it seemed, we were told it was time for lunch! Had 2 hours really passed?
At this point we should give a big thank you to the team of volunteers who worked in the
kitchen and kept us supplied with drinks and helped organise the excellent buffet lunch.
For the afternoon we split into two groups for a series of practical demonstrations run by
Alan Brown; Tony Jefferson; Brian Lightfoot & Jim Pearson.
In workshops we covered the Jenter method, miller frame and other methods and ways to
raise queen cells, breeder hives as developed By Tony Jefferson and his father plus a
demonstration on the Snellgrove board. It is safe to say that by the end of the workshops
we were all “Buzzing” with new ideas. Over coffee, between the workshops, ideas were
developed with conversation flying around like a virgin queen on a sunny windless day.

!
!

and as local beekeepers. Then it was time to drive home.
Was the day a success? Well judging by the conversation in our car on the way home it most
certainly was and I would strongly recommend it to all if it is run again.

!

!

Finally there was a roundup of the day stressing the need to work together as associations

!
Education*in*Yorkshire*
!
I*have*recently*been*appointed*for*a*year*to*help*Wendy*in*her*role*of*exam*and*education*officer.*Wendy*is*going*to*
!
continue*to*look*after*the*exams*and*I*am*going*to*concentrate*on*education*more*generally.*We*are*both*very*keen*to*
develop*education*for*beekeepers*in*the*Yorkshire*area.*We*think*there*is*a*need*to*develop*workshops*that*will*be*of*use*to*
bee*keepers*who*are*past*their*first*year*of*beekeeping.*We*believe*that*the*local*associations*are*very*good*at*the*training*
for*beginners*and*getting*them*through*the*basic*exam,*but*it*is*often*difficult*at*a*local*level*to*cater*for*these*more*
experienced*beekeepers.*To*help*with*this*we*would*like*ideas*of*training*and*workshops*that*we*can*run*to*support*you.*We*
would*also*like*to*see*more*collaboration*amongst*us*so*that*we*can*all*benefit*from*the*excellent*training*that*is*happening*
around*Yorkshire.*To*this*end*I*will*be*putting*a*page*on*Yorkshire’s*website*where*I*hope*we*can*advertise*training/talks*
across*the*county.*
Please*contact*me*with*your*ideas*via*my*email*address*graham.crerar@civica.co.uk*

!

Spinks Compak
We look forward to seeing you at the YBKA Annual
Conference 20th April 2013
Buy and Collect Jars on the day
Contact Gemma for more details
Great Yorkshire Show - YAS Honey Show Two Honey
Show Stewards are needed for the YAS Honey Show as a
part of the Great Yorkshire Show Interested ? - Contact

Michael Badger for more details 0113
2945879 buzz.buzz@ntlworld.com

BBKA Education Initiative
Dear Editor
Last weekend I attended a conference organised by BBKA which was a forum for discussing the education
of beekeepers, both beginners and improvers. It was led by David Blower, the BBKA education coordinator,
and there were a number of contributors from the great and good of the BBKA executive in attendance.
Attendees came from across the north east of England, about 40 in total, the largest contingent from
Yorkshire.
In the first instance it was satisfying to see that Yorkshire was ahead of the game in many areas of
education. The advantage of having a central organisation with large resources was evident and we are
fortunate to have Wendy Maslin, who has filled the role of examination officer for several years and is now
to be assisted by Graham Crerar as education and training coordinator. The numbers of our members
taking the basic examination, the theory modules and general husbandry has grown, but with only 21% of
members of YBKA having taken the basic assessment there is still work to be done.
Perhaps I had low expectation but in the end I found the day interesting and thought provoking. Admittedly
the bleedin’ obvious was restated more often than necessary but the bleedin’ obvious is not such a bad
starting point.
There are problems. In the first place there is a reluctance among many new beekeepers to take the basic
assessment. Possibly this is due to a fear of failure, or even the cost. I was unconvinced by these arguments.
In my view new beekeepers are not taking the basic because we, the more experienced beekeepers, are
failing to convince them of its importance. It is not the actual assessment that is so valuable but the
preparation that proceeds it. The discipline imposed by doing the assessment forces you to analyse and
organise what has been learnt and fill in gaps in knowledge. In so doing you become a better beekeeper.
Beginners courses often fail to adequately teach about bee diseases and for the potential candidates to the
basic assessment this can be the scary bit. But this is also one of the most important areas.You do not
learn about disease by going through hives. In twenty years of beekeeping I have never come across a case
of foul brood. But when foul brood does arise it is essential that we have a significant core of beekeepers
who are familiar with the symptoms so that if an outbreak occurs it is quickly recognised, the bee
inspectors are called in and measures taken to control the outbreak. Failure to quickly diagnose foul brood
prejudices all our beekeeping.
During the last ten years the exceptional growth in the number of people taking up beekeeping has meant
that there are far more members requiring training and assessment than there are experienced members
able to deliver it. If all new beekeepers who wanted to take the basic assessment chose to do so, could the
system cope? The answer to this is no.Yorkshire BKA recognised this five years ago and put in place a
program to train and encourage experienced beekeepers to take the general husbandry assessment, a level
of attainment required by those wishing to become basic assessors. As a result there are now about twenty
beekeepers in Yorkshire qualified to this level. But when this is compared to the three hundred or so
beekeepers that attend beginners course each year it is evident there is still a problem. And then at the
even higher level there are no beekeepers in Yorkshire, as far as I know, who have obtained the master
beekeeper status during the last ten years, Master beekeepers are required to assess candidates for the
general husbandry.
Yorkshire has done relatively well as regards promoting the theory modules, but even so there are probably
less than twenty members who have passed any of the modules, never mind having taken all seven
modules, which can take between three and seven years. To embark upon the modules is a big commitment
and is not for everyone. But again if everyone in Yorkshire who met the prerequisites decided to give them
a go, the support system would find it impossible to cope.

The highest qualification in beekeeping that the BBKA award is ‘master beekeeper’. Last year, in the UK as a
whole, just four people passed out of twenty candidates. This is out of a total BBKA membership of 20,000.
What is fairly evident and this is now being recognised by BBKA, is that this cannot just be regarded as a
failure in the quality of the candidates, but must be regarded as a failure of the assessment process, either in
the preparation of the candidates, the syllabus or the form of the assessment. At the forum it was
announced that BBKA are making more resources available to prepare candidates. It seems to me that it
would not be an unreasonable aim to have one percent of members qualified to the level of a master
beekeeper.
We cannot escape the stamp that our parents put on us and I was brought up to value education and over
value examinations. But we need to recognise that education and the examination system are not the same.
It is perfectly possible to learn about beekeeping without having taken examinations and, sadly, it is perfectly
possible that an examination system can become divorced from education. What we need in beekeeping is
an examination system that is a real driver to education, and to a large extent that is what we have.
Education in beekeeping should be the real aim and the examination system can give an incentive and a
structure to learning. Having reached a milestone in learning in beekeeping, then formal assessments can
become a natural next step.
The forum was by no means obsessed with the examination system. In the afternoon there were
discussions of how to take forward the education of beekeepers beyond their first year. This furtherance of
skills and knowledge at the beginning and during the first few years is largely carried out by the local
beekeeping associations, of which there are over twenty in Yorkshire. Most associations run beginners
courses and a winter program of talks and demonstrations. What was evident was that there is not a great
deal of coordination or communication between neighbouring associations. Representatives of the
associations admitted that their speaker programs were not always structured to meet their members’
needs. And even if the intention was there it is not always easy to achieve. There is a limited number of
speakers available in the North East area, there is no up to date register of speakers and no list of subjects
that they are willing to talk about or demonstrate. In addition there is no program in place to encourage
and help new speakers.
If we accept that education leads to better and as a result more satisfactory beekeeping then this is an area
where the associations, local, county and national will need to implement and develop programs to bring
this about. The discussions highlighted a number of initiatives, some simple and inexpensive, that could be
introduced. Let us see whether words can be turned into action.
John
Barkston Ash BKA

Regional Bee Inspector
Ivor Flatman
Tel. 01924 252795 or 07775 119436

Working your bees for 2 weeks of good weather in August
Tony Jefferson promised that if we follow his tips it would double our heather crop.
Intriguing, tips that would double our heather honey crop, I couldn’t afford to miss this one.
Despite a foggy evening 68 attendees from Whitby, Cleveland, Malton, Ryedale and Beverley
joined forces at Sneaton Castle in Whitby for a joint NE beekeepers annual meeting.
David White of Malton had the brainwave of a joint NE beekeepers annual meeting when Malton
arranged last years talk by Keith Deleplane, which was well attended.
So, august sunshine, the smell of the heather and the sound bees buzzing while gathering
precious nectar, it all seems a million miles away while we’re battling with snow and freezing
winds and with Easter just around the corner, this is supposed to be spring for goodness sake.
Despite the disastrous summer last year Tony invited us to be optimistic about the coming
season and prepare our bees for the precious heather crop, the lecture was delivered with
humour and the experience of a seasoned beekeeper, the Jeffersons no nonsense beekeeping
book kept cropping up here and there which provoked laughter and good hearted jibes from the
audience. Information on creating strong hives of bees and how to move the frames around to
get the most benefit were all included during the informal lecture, I’m sure even experienced
beekeepers will have picked up a few tips to improve their yield, we’re never to old to learn. The
evening ended with plenty of questions from the audience and Tony was thanked by one of the
visiting beekeepers.
I was only glad I didn’t have to travel home over the moors in the thick fog as many of our
colleagues had to.
We now need another district association to pick up the initiative and build on the success for
next year.
Karen Parkin
Editors Note
This lecture was partly sponsored by YBKA - The GPC will consider all applications from groups of three or more
districts organising a ‘joint’ venture. Applications must be made in advance of the event and must state clearly
which districts are involved. You can discuss this process with your area representative. Sponsorship is
discretionary. A condition of any sponsorship is that an article about the event must be published in this
newsletter.

Y.B.K.A. CALENDAR 2013
April 6th

Lincoln BKA Auction

April 12/13/14th

BBKA Harper Adams Convention

April 20th

YBKA Annual Conference
York College

April 28th

Beverley Auction

www.beverleybeekeepers.co.uk
May 3rd

YBKA GPC Meeting

June 11th/12th

YAS Schools’ Days

June 14th

YBKA GPC Meeting

July 9th

Great Yorkshire Show

August 2nd

YBKA GPC Meeting

September 20th

YBKA GPC Meeting

October 19th/20th

YBKA Honey Show
Countryside Live

October 31st

National Honey Show

November 22nd

YBKA GPC Meeting

December 7th

YBKA AGM
Yorkshire Showground

Note: Training dates are not shown - all programmed events are fully subscribed.
See future issues for new events.

Presentation
to
Wakefield and Pontefract Beekeepers Association
At the February meeting Wakefield and Pontefract Beekeepers Association were presented
with 3 bee suits and a WBC hive by David Hargreaves of Miller Construction.

Miller Construction are building a new Community Health Centre in South Kirby and as part of
their policy of giving something to the community they selected WPBKA as a worthwhile cause
and offered to buy 3 bee suits and a hive. The idea being the association can make use of the
gift in the annual training course at Woolley and also makes the suits available for new
beekeepers at summer apiary meetings. David is seen handing over the suits and hive to our
Chairman Alan Brown.

HALIFAX AND DISTRICT
BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION
In affiliation with YBKA and BBKA

CORDIALLY INVITE MEMBERS OF ALL LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS TO ATTEND
OUR MEETING ON
WEDNESDAY, 17TH APRIL, 2013
AT
7.30 PM ARDEN ROAD SOCIAL CLUB, ARDEN ROAD, HALIFAX,

HX1 3AG.

WE HAVE ELIZABETH GOWING COMING TO SPEAK, AUTHOR OF TRAVELS
IN BLOOD & HONEY – BEEKEEPING IN KOSOVO AND THE LITTLE BOOK OF
HONEY. SHE SPEAKS ON HONEYS FROM THE FLORA OF DIFFERENT PARTS
OF THE WORLD AND HAS MANY HONEY RECIPES.
OUR VENUE IS LARGE AND HAS A BAR AND WE WILL PROVIDE
REFRESHMENTS, SO WE WOULD BE HAPPY TO WELCOME MEMBERS OF
DIFFERENT ASSOCIATIONS TOO.
PLEASE EMAIL: hbka.secretary@gmail.com or telephone Dianne Gill on 01422
367003 for details and directions.

LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU THERE!

