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Cheerfulness and happiness - the sun is shining and the bees are flying - does life get any better ?
There are several things in this newsletter that I’d like to bring to your attention:The advice on doing a spring check for varroa as early as you can this year so that you can treat before the
supers go on.
Bishop Burton is filling up so please get your booking form sent off ASAP
A plea for help in finding information about one of our past members
A very interesting session on preparing people to take the basic
and
A warning not to let your bees starve in spring
as well as some more comments on brood configuration, floors and bee breeding. The newsletter gets bigger
and bigger as more members contribute - life is good for a newsletter editor too!
The General Purposes Committee are looking forward to meeting as many of our members as possible at
our summer events: Training events, Schools Days, Great Yorkshire Show, Spring Convention, Bishop
Burton Conference and Countryside Live. There are lots of opportunities to get involved and have a great
social get together with other beekeepers.
Lets hope the weather is on our side so we can spend our days smiling as we see the supers fill.
Good Beekeeping.
Bill
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The Yorkshire Beekeepers’ Association
Registered charity number 509743

A council and Spring Conference meeting of the Yorkshire Beekeepers’ Association will be
held on
Saturday 10th March 2012 at the Normanby Pavilion Great Yorkshire Show Ground
Harrogate start
10:00 hours.
10.00 - 10.30 Coffee
10.30 - 10.45 Welcome and opening
10.45 - 11.45 Speaker: Ron Hoskins

“In search of Varroa tolerant honeybees”
11.45 - 12.00 Questions
12.00 - 13.00 Lunch
13.00 - 15.30 Council meeting
AGENDA
1 Opening of council meeting
2 Apologies
3. Appointment of “Tellers”
4. Declaration of business for discussion under any other business
5. Minutes of last meeting
6. Matters arising
7. Secretary’s report
8. Treasurer’s report
9. Capitation fees
10. BBKA delegate report
11. Bishop Burton 2012
12. YAS new building project
13. Protection of district association assets
14. Voluntary donations to BBKA research funds
15. AOB
16.Closure; date, venue and time of next meeting.
NB. A buffet lunch will be provided.
General Secretary
Brian Latham
111 Woodland Road
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JOBS IN THE APIARY
FOR MARCH
What a funny month February can be, and what a change to the relatively mild days enjoyed in the larger part of
January. February saw temperatures’ drop to -140 C in some of our more rural areas for several days at a time, with
strong biting winds adding to the chill factor. Then the next few days were as warm as +100C the poor old bees don’t
know weather they’re coming or going. Let’s just hope this new month of March heralds the start of spring and the
weather levels off a little too a more even temp. of around 10 to 130C.
March is the time of year when it is crucial to your bee’s survival that you keep on top of their food situation, for this
is the month that most colonies will exhaust their stored food supply within the hive that they have relied upon over
the last 4 to 5 months. It is vital you keep them topped up with fondant or candy as the weather is still at the moment
far to cool for liquid feeding just yet. You really require temperatures to be in excess of 130C constant for several days
to feed liquid feed, and then a rapid feeder should be used to get the food down and processed as soon as possible at a
rate of 1 x kg of white sugar to every 650ml. of water. At this consistency you are much less likely to give your bees
dysentery as opposed to feeding at a greater water to sugar mix as recommended by some books.
This is also the month when most of the over-wintered bees will die off but within the heart of the brood box March
is when if the weather is kind to us the queen will considerably up her rate of egg laying, and on warm days you will
see a greater activity at the hive entrances. Your bees will bee actively bringing in pollen from the crocus, snowdrop
and celandines, the first spring flowers to appear for our bees to forage upon. In the trees the Pussy willow and Hazel
Catkin (lambs tails) will also produce a rich source of new protein for our young bees, lava and pupae within the
colony. Later in March could see the first Drone cells being produced within the hives and these are easily recognised
by their larger appearance and domed cappings made larger to accommodate the lager male bees. These are produced
from unfertilised eggs laid by the queen into enlarged worker cells, they take 24 days to emerge from the cells from
an egg, so you should see your first drones in or around the beginning to middle of April.
In some hives and especially if the weather turns warmer for a longer period during March you can get chilled, dead
brood within the hive and this will occur at the outer edges of the brood area. This phenomenon is however not
necessarily the fault of the beekeeper unless he or she has taken frames from the brood box when it was to cold to do
so, but due to the rapid quickening of the queens laying capacity along side the fact that most if not all of the older
bees have perished leaving a greater reduced number of newly hatched workers to forage and cover the eggs and
larvae within the hive. It is when there are insufficient bees within the hive to keep the brood at the required
temperature and an over enthusiastic queen has slightly over stretched her egg laying prowess that this occurs. The
bees will however remove them at a later stage to allow the queen to expand the colony but it dose slow down the
whole tempo of the hive some what for a short period.
So things to be aware of within the hives and apiaries in March
1. Keep a weekly check on the food supply
2. Feeding when and where appropriate (food) dependant on temperature.
3. When over 130C Liquid, under 120C fondant or candy.
4. Quickly clean floors of dead bees when temps are over 120C
5. Later in March, check the colony is queen right. When temp is over 130C and the wind is slight
6. If not unite with a stronger colony if sufficient healthy bees remain
7. Check for Varroa within the colony
8. Treat when and where applicable as soon as the temp. rises
9. Check all hives are weather proof and in good shape for the coming season
10. Paint and number any hives not already done
11. Prepare supers and extra frames for the coming season
12. Make new hive stands positioned at knee height to eliminate back ache whilst on your inspections
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Don’t be over enthusiastic to start looking in the brood boxes at this early stage of the year though. There is plenty of
time to do all the jobs listed but do them when the weather and temperature is favourable at all times, as failure to do
so can cause more harm than good to your colonies.
Be patient, take your time and be thorough when beekeeping and note all your activities and treatments in your apiary
journal or note book for future references including dates and times of day + hive numbers adjacent to hive
inspections.
Happy Beekeeping
Dave Shannon
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BEE BASICS
What

An informa*ve session about the Basic Assessment

When

June 23rd

Where

The Normanby Pavilion in Harrogate

Aimed towards

Trainers and those mentoring novice beekeepers

The session will give an overview and understanding of the BBKA assessment and examina*on system
followed by an in depth look at passing the basic assessment. This is intended to help district trainers and
those responsible for nurturing young beekeepers to enable you to encourage them on the ﬁrst steps of the
assessment system.

The basic assessment is the gateway to further prac*cal and theore*cal assessments which are becoming
increasingly popular as members recognise the value of this as one means of furthering their beekeeping
knowledge.

This is expected to be a half day session taking place during the morning. Exact *mings to follow in April
enews.

We would like to see representa*ves from as many districts as possible. Two places have been reserved for
your area. Please contact me with names of those who are interested in coming along.

Wendy Maslin
wendy@maslin.karoo.co.uk
01482 656018

6

A Shot in the Dark
Can any member help ?
Dear Editor
This is a shot in the dark !. I have just completed the sad task of clearing out the effects of my late Aunt,
Marjorie Stephenson, and amongst these effects were two very interesting old prize medals awarded by the
British Bee Keepers Association to my Great Grandfather, John Fletcher Stephenson.
One is dated August 1907 & is inscribed " Awarded to J.F Stephenson for Comb Honey. Barnsley Show
1907"
The other dated 1908 is inscribed "Awarded to John F Stephenson for Honey. Yorkshire Show 1908"
Sadly, JFS died before I was born in 1951 so I never knew him but his son Bill, my grandfather, was also a
Beekeeper so i remember some of the stories
he used to tell about him.
JFS was born in Pickering in 1875 and after
working at various large houses became head
gardner at Denton Hall, Ilkley which is on the
edge of Denton Moor. It has a lot of heather
so I imagine the bees had plenty to go at !. I
know there were many hives at the Hall which
I imagine would have pollinated the large
walled garden etc. He would have been in his
early 30's when these medals were awarded.
The purpose of this e mail is to discover
whether anything else is known from the
YBKA archives about JFS's beekeeping
exploits and / or whether the Association has
any interest in retaining memorabilia like this.
I am reluctant to part with them unless I know
they are going to somewhere they would be
appreciated and available for others with an
interest in Beekeeping to look at.
I have attached a photo of JFS from about the
time the medals date from. He is standing on
the left together with my Grandfather Bill
( right) and his wife Mary (centre)
If anybody can help please contact the editor who will
pass information on to the letter writer.
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A Beekeeper’s Diary (February)
25thJanuary
The entire evening was taken up attending a committee meeting of our local association. I’ve been attending
these for about 15 years. Fifteen years ago I had no further role than to eat the scones and cakes that were
provided in extravagant amounts, and beyond suggestions for speakers, there was very little other business
discussed. It was really no more than a social get together. Now we have an agenda that barely fits on to a
single sheet of A4. Besides the summer and winter programs there are decisions to be made on beginners
training, apiary management, bee sales, promoting the examinations, craft fairs, going to the heather, the
web site, microscopy, equipment for hire, swarm collection and our delegates at the YBKA conferences. It’s
all becoming much more complicated. Fortunately there is new blood coming forward to shoulder the tasks
which we are taking on.
February
At this time of year I start to seriously think about preparing the equipment that I will need during the
season. I’m making a small number of brood boxes and supers, something I do each year, and so gradually
over the years my stock of equipment increases. I do have doubts whether the time I spend making these
things is worth the small cost saving. Making beehives requires care and the dimensions need to be correct to
the millimetre. I have my own fabrication method, making the box sides as laminated sections, ply on the
inside and deal on the outside. They end up being very strong but heavier than cedar.
I’m also making several Ashforth type feeders. Now that is worthwhile as they are quite expensive to buy. I
have a number of colonies in out apiaries and last autumn I seemed to be spending far too much time
repeatedly visiting apiaries to refill small feeders. As a variation I’m making them with rebates like the
standard brood box and super, which makes them stronger and easier to lift. Also I’m making them deeper
and so they will have a larger volume than those that I have bought in the past. My thinking is that if a
colony in autumn requires 18kg of honey stores, in extreme cases it will be necessary to feed the colony with
18 litres of 60% sugar solution. The standard Ashforth feeders, at least the ones I own, have a capacity of 12
litres. So I am designing this batch of feeders with a larger capacity. Ideally it would be good to have a
capacity of 18 litres but the cross section of the timber I’m using has restricted them to 15 litres. I’m finding
that this arctic weather is making it very difficult to work in the shed. After twenty minutes my fingers ache
with the cold and whenever I glue something it needs to be carried into the house for the glue to set.
1stFebruary
This was the first evening of the beginners’ beekeepers course that the association runs. We have five sessions
of theory and then those that survive move on the practical sessions each Saturday during the Spring and
Summer. I designed the course several years ago, but as time goes on I seem to find more and more to say. I
can see it becoming a six week course soon. In fact we have already added an extra session at Paul
Snowden’s workshop where the beginners will be shown how to assemble flatpack hives and assemble frames
and foundations. I want those that start beekeeping with us to know what it is that they are committing
themselves to before they start to spend their money, so besides hopefully putting across the enthusiasm I
have for beekeeping I want these potential beekeepers to be aware of the costs in money and time.
8th February
I’ve just finished rereading ‘The Buzz about Bees’ by Jurgen Tautz. It’s a beautifully produced book with
many stunning photographs. But that is just its superficial attraction. This is not a book about keeping bees
and certainly not about diseases and pests, but if understanding honeybees results in being a better
beekeeper it’s a book that all beekeepers should read. The two themes behind the text are how the forces of
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natural selection have produced the
honeybee and the relationship between the
behaviour of a honeybee as an individual
and the behaviour of the honeybees as a
superorganism. By considering the honeybee
as a superorganism a different viewpoint of
honeybee natural history is presented. In
addition the book contains numerous new
insights into honeybee behaviour, only
recently uncovered by research.
13thFebruary
The thaw has started in earnest after an
extremely cold 10 days. Church Fenton, two
miles down the road, made the national news
as being the coldest place in the country with
-12°. I am quite concerned about the effects.
Last year the cold spell came much earlier in
the winter and though it lasted longer it
coincided with the time when the queen
would have stopped laying and the cluster
would have been able to contract tightly
upon itself. This year the cold spell came after four relatively mild weeks in January and queens would have
almost certainly started to lay. During the cold spell this year the colony will have found it much more
difficult to maintain the correct brood temperature of 35°there must be a risk that some brood in weaker
colonies will have become chilled and been lost. The loss of these early bees could have an effect on the
vigour of colonies in the spring.
15thFebruary
Not happy! At lunch time I went to check my apiary at a local farm. The hedge behind the hives had
recently been flailed and the tractor must have dislodged two of the hives. In one case the roof was on the
ground and in the other the brood box was skewed relative to the floor. If this happened before the cold spell
the bees will definitely have been stressed to say the least.
25thFebruary
I attended the mead and honey wine day run by YBKA at the pavilion in Harrogate. The event was
organised by Michael Badger and a team consisting of Erica Osborn, Dave Shannon, Alan and Kath Brown
and Ivor Flatman. There were about 16 attendees, some complete beginners and others who obviously had
previously dabbled in the mysterious arts of mead making in a fairly serious way. We all had something to
learn. I had made mead in the past, but not for a few years. What was brought home to me was that any
success I might have had, and it was quite limited, was a matter of chance rather than science. In the
morning Michael went through, in some detail, the process of making good quality mead and in the
afternoon we split into groups to get some idea of the criteria used to judge mead at the shows. This activity
meant that quite a large number of meads needed to be sampled and some were being swallowed. An
excellent event.
John Whitaker
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WILLIAM (BILL) BROADER BIELBY
So another chapter in Yorkshire Beekeeping closes with the passing of this former sage of inventive
beekeeping - William “Bill” Bielby whose innovations included the disc entrance for beehives, the
polypropylene brood and super frames and the Catenary Hive “affectionately known as the Cat & Canary
hive”. Bill Bielby, who originally hailed from the Bishop Monkton area of North Yorkshire, was one of the
last great names of beekeeping in these parts. Although we still have three amongst us whose beekeeping
goes back to the 1930’s, they would readily admit that Bill was special… indeed, very special! Bill took up
beekeeping through his farming family connections prior to the Second World War; these relatives extended
to Birstwith, Bishop Monkton and Harrogate. Bill was a charming man whose love of the countryside and
beekeeping made him very popular. He was a man of enormous energy, whose enthusiasm for the craft was
infectious, both around a beehive and at the lectures he gave to packed audiences.
William “Bill” Broader Bielby died on 25th January 2012 in Whangarei Hospital, New Zealand after a short
illness, bravely borne. He was 91.
It is not generally known that Bill saw service in the World War 2; training under the Empire Training
Scheme, becoming a Pilot, commissioned to RAF Squadron 504, City of Nottingham (Auxiliary).
Throughout the Second World War, 504 Sqn operated from over some thirty airfields in both the UK and
abroad. Roles were as diverse as Heavy Bomber escort; interdiction raids across occupied France; escort
duties over Arnhem during Operation Market Garden and a major involvement in the Battle of Britain.
Through his wartime experiences, he became interested in electrical engineering and took up a career in the
industry, no doubt prompted by the late Albert Parkinson, the great beekeeping benefactor of the John
Reaveley Trust. An enthusiastic beekeeper and one who was keen on beekeeping research brought Bill into
contact with Alfred Hebden, Dr Eva Crane and May Prosser in the early 1950’s. This saw him actively
involved with the Bee Research Association during its infancy in those early days at 55 Newlands Park, Hull.
At this time the Yorkshire Beekeeping Association had close links with the two County Beekeeping
Instructors (CBI’s) – Alfred Hebden at Woolley College for the West Riding and William Hamilton at
Askham Bryan for the North Riding. The retirement of Hamilton in 1961 saw the amalgamation of the two
colleges with Alf Hebden running both departments. Very quickly the burden of an extended work area
(Sedburgh to south Sheffield) took its toll on Alf Hebden who was forced to retire in 1962 through ill health.
Bill applied for the position (amongst a dozen others from throughout the UK) and was successful in
becoming the new CBI in January 1963, where he remained until his retirement in the mid 1980’s. The
close friendship he developed with the beekeeper, Sir Alec Clegg (the nationally, innovatively known Chief
Education Officer for the West Riding) did not come amiss because Bill was a natural, having infinite
patience and a yen for explaining complicated details to young people.
In a very short time, Bill was travelling the whole of the British Isles giving beekeeping lectures to eager ears.
I first met Bill in 1961 at the National Honey Show but it was in 1964 that our friendship began in earnest
with the origins of the Village Bee-Breeders Association (now known as BIBBA) and with Beowulf Cooper
who at the time was working for NAAAS (now FERA). Beowulf was attached to the Northallerton office
where he came into contact with Will Slinger who was the Bees’ Inspector. It was there that Will took us to
the rising land below Sutton Bank where there were known to be “Bee Assembly Areas”…indeed there were.
In 1968 at the Central Association of Beekeepers’ annual meeting at Leamington Spa, I met up with Bill and
the late Harry Allan, CBI for Warwickshire, who like me was interested in Bill’s bee breeding techniques,
which centred on the black bee. Bill was in fine form, so much so that I recall Harry remarking, “The one
thing Bill can do is to cause more controversy at a meeting than most of us do in a lifetime.” Nonetheless,
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these were the early days before the pioneering work that he was to undertake at Spurn Point on the Humber
Estuary in the early 1970’s.
The Radcliffe-Maude report on the reorganisation of central government saw the introduction of
metropolitan county councils in 1974, dividing up Yorkshire so that one person, serving two different unitary
authorities, could no longer provide beekeeping education to both areas. Under the new arrangements, Bill
chose Askham Bryan as it had its roots in both agriculture and horticulture; It was greatly assisted by the
Yorkshire Beekeepers’ Association’s long association with the college, through its mammoth residential
beekeeping weekend that had been running continuously since 1954.
For a number of years Bill kept bees at Fountains Abbey, North Yorkshire. Quite by chance, in 1966, he
came across a wild colony of bees and through morphology wing venation techniques, established a true to
type “Black Bee – apis melliferra melliferra.” This revelation spurned on the interest to breed better bees
nationally. The early experiments that were to take place at Spurn Point made some headway; Bill worked
closely with many local beekeepers, some of whom were real enthusiasts, including Reg Spruce who
painstaking undertook record keeping and managing techniques that saved people like Bill undertaking the
two hundred mile round trip.
These were truly the heady days of beekeeping. By now Bill was internationally known, undertaking lectures
worldwide through his close connection with IBRA. He spoke at the 1974 Helsinki Symposium on the
subject of “Wintering of Bees in Cold Climates.” At the time, he was regarded as a leading authority on
insulation and condensation problems in beehives.
Bill was well known for his inventiveness. He was intrigued by the bees’ natural propensity to draw comb in
the shape of a Catenary. So much so, that he developed a top-bar type hive that was conceived of a brood
area consisting of a semi-circular hive that was sized to take modified national supers. The bees gained
access through the one sized hole shaped on the side that could be easily closed through a device he designed
and patented, called the “Disc Entrance”. At more or less the same time, he developed his polypropylene
brood and super frames. This material seemed to lose its integrity and very quickly became out of shape.
The idea of polypropylene was that it was impervious to brood disease spores permeating the polypropylene
material
Bill was keen to involve everyone in the craft of beekeeping and was a keen advocate of introducing bees via
observation hives into schools: a means of ensuring that the younger generation would take up the craft in
later years. In 1976 he summoned me to the Half Moon Inn, Sherburn in Elmet to meet Eric Durham, Phil
Jenkins, Mr Cutter, Mr Foxton and Mrs Claire Hooton with a view to re-starting Barkston Ash Beekeepers’
Association with bi-monthly meetings at Tadcaster and Cawood. Bill was able to use a small amount of his
educational budget to provide sufficient funds to get the Association off the ground, and assisting with
lectures for the first year. Now 36 years on, it is a thriving association with an up and coming membership of
young enthusiasts with an apiary site at Church Fenton that is a credit to them.
The Askham Bryan College where Bill was quartered had the good luck to have a sympathetic principal
(Lance Gilling) who with good grace, championed beekeeping in more ways than one. The annual
residential college held in July was a triumph for beekeeping education. Every year, people from all over the
country repaired to this weekend of beekeeping excellence, resulting in Bill making it a showpiece for both
practical and technical beekeeping. The large auditorium was filled to capacity with 186 people in 1979;
there was not an expert in the UK that did not speak at the Askham Bryan Week-End School during Bill’s
tenure. The finale in the afternoon was for Bill to give a beekeeping practical demo of his beekeeping trailer,
with its 10 Catenary Hives.
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The 1980’s saw the introduction of government cuts and changes in educational methods that would soon
take its toll on beekeeping at Askham Bryan. By 1984 the attendance at the weekend school was down to
less than 60 people, and the last in 1986, a mere 20 people. By this time, Bill had retired and there would
be no replacement, due to the new methods of education funding that had been introduced.
Bill who retired in the spring of 1985 had been making plans to retire to be with his son in Whangarei, New
Zealand and soon he and his wife Peggy made a new life on the other side of the world, albeit out of sight
but not of our minds.
In writing this homily, it has brought back many happy memories and experiences that I was fortunate to
have had with Bill Bielby during the heady days of 1970’s beekeeping. In closing, I offer our deepest
sympathy and condolences to his widow of 70 years and to his son John. Those of you who would like to
write to the family should write to J Bielby, C/O Morris and Morris; 199 Kamo Road, Mairtown,
Whangarei, 0112, New Zealand.
Michael Badger
February 2012.

5th

Remedey for Barbarian,
Halifax BKA letter in Feb edition
For many years before the varroa floors came on the scene I myself used the conventional thorn’s
manufactured wooden hive floor, and had the same problem.
Then after a discussion with one of my associations more senior members I found that by turning the floors
upside down as he had suggested and using the top as the bottom and vice versa, I found the space between
brood box frames and floor reduced to more or less the correct height, as the two opposing sides of the
floors are build to differing specifications. Thus avoiding the need to alter or modify anything and this
worked very well for me until I changed all my floors. I now use all open mesh floors where I find I don’t
have the same problem as the manufacturers of the floors I now use have bettered their measuring skills
eliminating brace comb build up between floor and brood frames. If you’re still using the older solid
wooden floors then try this method and see how you go on. I can assure you the bees won’t mind in the
least, and it could save you a lot of work. Something I’m all for.
Dave Shannon
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Configuration for Brood
Members have their say......
Configuration for Brood
The invitation from the editor to give an opinion on the best brood configuration cannot be resisted. The two
contributors to the debate in the February edition of YBKA newsletter don’t agree with each other and
needless to say I cannot agree entirely with both of them. I have seen John Fullers beekeeping set up and I
know that he manages it very successfully with admiral results. But I cannot agree that it is an economic
option and his argument is only valid through his use of Thorne’s catalogue prices. In reality national brood
boxes and supers can be obtained at significantly less than half the price that John quotes, through other
manufacturers, through sales and as second hand items. In contrast the opportunity for cost saving with the
14 x 12 is much less and there are very few opportunities to obtain second hand 14 x 12 brood boxes. In
addition the annual costs (comb replacement) quoted by John are greater for the 14 x 12 option than the
brood and a half option.
My main objection to the 14 x 12 option, however, is the weight. The frames are large, heavy and
cumbersome. Though they are manageable for a young or robust man, I would suggest they are an
unsuitable choice for an older beekeeper and for most ladies. One of the welfare issues that beekeepers have
is back strain.
But neither do I think that brood and a half is the answer. When I was introduced to beekeeping that was the
recommended method but within a few years I had decided that it was an unnecessarily expensive, and
required too much work.
Tony starts off by saying that a prolific queen can lay more than 2000 eggs per day. Both Winston and Davis
disagree and suggest 1500, and my own experience and assessments confirm that a rate of 1500 eggs per day
is more realistic. I concede that on occasions some queens may exceed this, in particular Buckfast and some
continental queens. But I use locally produced queens. A BS brood frame, according to my measurements
contains about 2250 cells (Tony said 2500), giving a total of 45000 cells on 20 sides of comb. A worker
requires 21 days from the egg being laid to the adult emerging, and therefore we can reasonably take 24 days
as a cell turnabout period. On this basis the worker brood cell requirement is 1500 x 24 = 36,000, which is
80% of the cells available in a national brood. Further calculation would show that a similar colony would
use just 50% of the available cells in brood and a half, and 54% of the cells in a 14 x 12 brood box. Tony
suggests that at least a third of cells are not available for brood. I agree that with the management regimes in
place when I started beekeeping that was probably true. Now it is my policy to replace any damaged brood
comb or brood comb that is more than two years old and I find that in comb built on fresh foundation a
queen can use well over 90% of the available cells. It should be noted that a queen laying at a rate of 1500
eggs a day will be heading a colony of 1500 x 40 = 60,000 adult bees, a fairly strong colony in most peoples’
book.
As a result of these considerations, most of my colonies are on a single national brood box, which is set up in
spring with fresh foundation, having done a Bailey frame exchange or shook swarm manipulation. If, as
sometimes happens, a colony requires more brood space, I will give them a second national brood box, using
dummy boards to restrict the brood area to 14, 16 or 18 frames of comb depending on the strength of the
colony. Towards the end of the summer this can then be contracted down into a single brood box. This
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double brood configuration also lends itself to queen cell production. During the spring and mid summer
months I do not wish for brood frames to be used to store excessive amounts of honey which can granulate
and be difficult to extract. The result of this policy is that I have just two piles of boxes being prepared for
the summer – brood boxes with 38mm frame spacing and supers for honey all set with frame spacing of
42mm. Simple
In beekeeping it is possible to be different without being wrong. In beekeeping we are forever making
compromises. I do not believe that there is an absolute best answer. We compromise between the welfare of
the bees, the cost and time we wish to devote to our beekeeping, the amount of honey we aim to harvest, our
physical ability to handle the hives. We also need to adapt to the area where we live. I have seriously
considered converting to Langstroth, but then I would regret leaving behind the long lugs of the BS frames
and the rebates associated with the national hive design that make them so easy to handle and so robust. The
national hive evolved in England over a hundred years ago, the result of years of debate and dispute. Since
then it has been criticised by each new generation of beekeepers. My view is that they did a fairly good job.
In this part of the world most stocks can prosper using just a single brood box, provided the combs are in
good condition. Possibly I would have argued that the brood box and deep frames should have been
marginally deeper. But then, as Tony rightly points out, the national brood box in its current form is ideal for
overwintering.
John W
Barkston Ash

Have you lost colonies this winter ?
Winter a most difficult time for bees, even more so if the bee keeper hasn't prepared the hives correctly.
This is the time of year when the most losses occur, mainly through ignorance or bad management the
hives are left to their own devices. Often the keeper has stolen the bees winter stores, left them unprotected
from the elements, then wonders why the hive is dead come spring. Good wintering techniques start
months before the first frost.
Let us first consider the reasons why a hive fails in winter - Starvation, poor or failing queens, wet hives,
disease or dwindling.
Starvation.
There is a misconception that honey can be taken from a hive without causing problems.
False, bees need, subject to the area they're kept in, approx 60 lbs of stores. Simple math, at 7 lbs per
frame tells you how much stores your bees will need. Further South obviously will need less as spring
comes earlier. The results of keeping your bees short of winter stores will be obvious in a slow spring build
up.
Failing Queens.
It is obvious when pointed out that a failing or old queen won't make it through a hard winter. A young,
strong queen entering the winter has a far better chance of heading a strong hive in the early spring,
leading to bigger crops. An old queen in the winter will certainly not improve before the spring.
Wet Hives.
I find it remarkable how many fail to ventilate the hive in the wettest time of the year. Warm air condenses
on cold surfaces and forms ice, this then melts in the spring and often drips back into the cluster, a simple
top entrance would help. That same top entrance will also prevent suffocation in the event of ice build up
on the entrance reducer.
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Disease and Dwindling.
Without a proper autumn examination for disease a hive with any of the hive diseases, Varroa, Tracheal
mites, Foul brood, Chalk brood, the list seems endless, is bound to fail. A hive seems to need a 'critical
mass' to be successful. So if the hive is small because of queen problems a better solution might be a
unite after culling the worst queen. One strong hive is better than two weak ones, and can always be
split come the next year, where two weak ones can fail, leading to no bees.
Stock Selection
For many years I have advocated using stock bred for use in an area climatically similar to where they
are to be hived. There is no point in expecting semi-tropical bees to survive in near Arctic conditions, it
is unlikely to happen.
Possible Solutions
We take great care to eliminate all of the above problems then we do the following:High entrance.
Always, dead bees will sometimes clog a lower entrance as house bees don't fly during the winter. Plus of
course it does allow dampness to leave the hive from the top. Cold does not kill bees, wetness does. Use a
simple eke with a small entrance hole to make an entrance above the empty super.
Insulation.
Is really not necessary, trying to keep heat in with a top entrance is futile. Where we add insulation is
over the inner cover to stop drafts upwards through the center vent holes.
Keep the hive dry is a good idea
Making sure that the hive is wind and water proof is really important. With open mesh floors it is a
good idea to put a super below the brood box so that the cluster is removed from the cold damp winds.
Northern beekeeper

A Useful Idea - After a drink or Two
Dear Bill, just a few notes on hygiene in the apiary , discussed at the Barkston Ash Beekeepers
Association think- tank laboratory at the White Horse inn, Church Fenton over many pints of
Blacksheep ale.
However one good point emerged, which your readers may be interested in. The idea of placing
a light colored ground fabric, secured with spikes, under and in front of hives presents an
opportunity for good management.
1. weed and undergrowth control without the stress caused by mowers and strimmers.
2. moisture is able to pass through the membrane so the soil is'nt damaged and also provides a
dryer landing place for bees that fail to reach the hive entrance.
3. the beekeeper is able to observe any fallen bees, which may be a result of robbing or spray
poisoning.
4. in cases where the queen is clipped and a swarm has issued, she may more easily found.
5. Tools etc may be easily found when dropped or misplaced.
6. last but not least, should the small hive beetle set up home in this country, it's life cycle would
be disrupted by being unable to burrow into the soil under or near the hive.
Best wishes john Hunt
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Y.B.K.A. SPRING
CONFERENCE

SATURDAY 10TH MARCH 2012
OUR SPEAKER

Ron Hoskins

The title of Ron’s talk is "In search of Varroa Tolerant Honeybees"
Ron started his beekeeping at the age of 12, over 68 years ago. In the 1980's he was dong artificial
insemination of Black Bee Queens. When Varroa arrived in 1992 he turned his skills to find out if it was
possible to breed Varroa Tolerant Bees. He feels that he may have been successful. His talk will explain.
He is internationally known and was invited to Australia in 2009 where he gave several talks in NSW.
Ron served a term as a BBKA Executive and was an active member of The Education and Husbandry
Committee.. He is Vice President of Wiltshire BKA and President of his local branch.
16

Bee Breeding Practices at Leeds Beekeepers
Association (LBKA)
LBKA decided to embark on a bee breeding program in 2007 following a shortage of bees. This was due in
part to the ravages of varroa but mainly to the large influx of new bee keepers and subsequent increase in
demand for bees. The stock to form the basis of the bee breeding and queen rearing was sought from our
members, particularly those who had long established apiaries of bees with desirable qualities of docility and
productivity.
One was chosen from a member with over 30 years ‘ experience of selective breeding. For years he had
successively reared queens by grafting from the previous years “best” colonies. Neighbouring bee keepers had
been given queens to maintain drone populations of the correct type, thus ensuring that the vicinity is
swamped with the selected drone types. He encourages drone production by fitting over 10% of brood
combs with drone foundation.
Supers are rarely used, brood boxes of foundation are added when space is needed since 40 five frame nucs
need 200 brood frames to be produced annually.
Queens commonly have access to 3 brood boxes to encourage bee production. Combs which become filled
with stores are removed for later use in nucs and replaced with foundation.
All the surplus honey produced in the apiary is left with the bees to encourage rapid, healthy spring build-up.
He now has a bank of 30 - 40 such colonies from which to rear the LBKA supplied Nucs. This is a
significant number of colonies which means that the gene pool stays large and prevents inbreeding (with its
resulting problems)
The Nucs are removed from the mating apiary to the association apiary at Temple Newsam until the
beginners, assisted by experienced mentors, are sufficiently competent and confident to take them home.
Over the last 4 years we have provided beginners with over 150 Nucs. In this way, bees with desirable traits
have been spread, randomly, around the Leeds area thus improving the gene pool.
As well as Nucs we now produce queens (from the same supplier) which are sold at our shop, at subsidised
prices, to members to improve their stocks.
David Haigh, LBKA Member
18th January 2012

'On the Keeping of Bees'
by John Whitaker

is now available for kindle - much cheaper
http://www.ypdbooks.com/ebooks/604-on-YPD00565.html
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Bee Health

Varroa Treatment Advice for Spring
You will have noticed that the weather has been warm for most of the winter - this means that the bees will
have gone through only a short period of time without brood in the colony. As the bees have been rearing
brood for most of the winter the small numbers of varroa present after oxalic acid treatment will have been
able to reproduce - the result being a potential varroa time-bomb waiting for spring when numbers could
build up very rapidly.
This spring it will be a really good idea to do a varroa count and treat any colonies with a high count before
you start to put your supers on - thus keeping numbers down during the period of major colony build up and
before drone cells start to filled.
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Schools competition

YBKA Schools Competition
Once again YBKA are sponsoring the schools competition for the YAS Schools Day competition. On these
days the GY showground is invaded by huge numbers of enthusiastic youngsters - many of whom are
desperate to know more about bees. YBKA have always put on a really good show for these days.

The competition title this year is “A Honeybee Party” - this should bring in some interesting pictures !!!!

If you ant to know more, or you want to help during the schools days then contact Phil Gee
School Day Organiser
pjgphilgee@aol.com

Phil Gee

01422886114
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07769650059

Y.B.K.A. Calendar
We hope to see many more members at our events in 2012.
March 10th

YBKA Spring Conference

April 20th-22rd

BBKA Spring Convention

April 28th

YBKA Annual Conference
at Bishop Burton College

April 29th

Beverley BKA Auction

May 4th
June 15th
June 2nd

GPC Meeting
GPC Meeting
General Husbandry
Training
Advanced Husbandry
Training
‘Basic’ Train the Trainers
Event
GPC Meeting
GPC Meeting
GPC Meeting
YBKA AGM

June 3rd
June 23rd
August 3rd
September 21st
November 23rd
December 1st

DO YOU HAVE DATES THAT COULD USEFULLY
ADDED TO THIS CALENDAR ?
ARE THERE DISTRICT EVENTS AND TRAINING
EVENTS THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO INVITE
BEEKEEPERS FROM NEARBY DISTRICT TO ?
LET ME HAVE THE DATES SO THAT WE CAN WORK
TOGETHER TO MAKE BEEKEEPING IN YORKSHIRE A
REALLY DYNAMIC AND HAPPY THING TO DO.
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Yorkshire Beekeepers Association
General Purposes Committee
Chairman
Mr William Cadmore
01132160482
bill.cadmore@ntlworld.com

Education/Examinations
Wendy Maslin
01482 656018
wendy@maslin.karoo.co.uk

Vice Chairman
Tony Jefferson
07749731945
stoneleabees@yahoo.co.uk

BBKA ADM Delegate
Tony Jefferson
07749731945
stoneleabees@yahoo.co.uk

Hon. Secretary
Brian Latham
01132643436
brian.latham@ntlworld.com

Information Officer
Graham Crerar
07516437648
graham.crerar@civica.co.uk

Hon. Treasurer
Bob Hunter
01484 713671
rmwhunter@blueyonder.co.uk

Web Master
David Lamont
davidlamont431@btinternet.com

Equipment Officer
Roger Chappel
roger@rchappel.orangehome.co.uk
01325315741

YAS Representative
Michael Badger
0113 294 5879
buzz.buzz@ntlworld.com

School Day Organiser
Phil Gee
01422886114
07769650059
pjgphilgee@aol.com
NBU Representative
Ivor Flatman
01924 252795
07775 119436
ivor.flatman@fera.gsi.gov.uk
Honey Show Organisation
Dave Shannon
01302-772837
dave_aca@tiscali.co.uk
Newsletter Editor
Bill Cadmore
01132160482
bill.cadmore@ntlworld.com
Area Representatives
Simon Maslin
maslin@maslin.karoo.co.uk
01482 656018
Christopher Barlow
chrisbarlow02@yahoo.co.uk
01924 835090

Regional Bee Inspector
Ivor Flatman
tel. 01924 252795
e-mail ivor.flatman@fera.gsi.gov.uk
NBU office: National Bee Unit, The Food and Environment Research Agency, Sand Hutton, York, UK,
YO41 1LZ
Email: nbu@fera.gsi.gov.uk
Telephone: 01904 462510
Web site: https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/beebase/

BEEBASE
Have you visited BeeBase recently ?
Look at the record keeping system available to you. Well worth considering as a place to keep you own
colony and apiary records. Why not build its use into your beginners and basic exams courses ?
21

YBKA Area Representatives
The Area Representatives are elected annually at the AGM and are appointed to the
General Purposes Committee of the YBKA. Nomination for an Area Representative is
usually sought from the membership of the local District Associations to be
represented.
The Area Representatives are members of the General Purpose Committee of
Yorkshire Beekeepers’ Association whose role is to promote the aims and objectives of
the County Association at the level of district associations.
In addition to normal responsibilities of committee and any other position or ofHice
held, speciHic responsibilities of an Area Representative are:
1. To maintain contact with the District Associations represented through the
District Association ofHicers and attendance of at least one winter or summer
meeting of each District Association each year.
2. To explain the role played by YBKA in representing District Associations at a
national level and in providing services within the County.
3. To promote YBKA events and activities
4. To check that information about YBKA events and services are being
disseminated at the District Association meetings and to promote these events
and services.
5. To assist the District Associations with any YBKA sponsored special events.
6. To bring any concerns expressed by the District Associations to the YBKA GPC
7. Assist in recruiting and training ofHicials to act as effective committee members
within district local associations.
8. Act as mediators in minor disputes between district association members
D Shannon:
P Gee:
D Lamont:
C Barlow:
S Maslin:
T Jefferson:

Doncaster, Rotherham, Barnsley, Sheffield
Halifax, Huddersfield, Wakefield & Pontrefract
Bradford, Airedale, Wharfedale
Leeds, Barkston Ash
York, Beverley, Easingwold
Scarborough, Whitby, Ryedale, Malton
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Yorkshire Beekeepers Association

Annual Conference
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Yorkshire Beekeepers Association invites you to attend our annual
conference at Bishop Burton College, Beverley.
This year the event promises to be the best ever with three exciting and entertaining speakers talking about a
beekeeping from many different angles and approaches.
The hot and freshly cooked lunch will, as always, be excellent with lots of choice. Refreshments are also
available thoughout the day.
After the talks you will have the opportunity to meet and talk to the speakers in smaller groups so that you
can have a conversation with them rather than just ask questions.
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Our International Speaker
Dr Deborah A. Delaney
I started my higher education career as a Fine Art major. I began drawing and
painting insects which led me to drop out of art school and pursue a degree in
Natural Resources with an emphasis in Fine Art and Entomology.
I graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Natural Resources from Oregon
State University. I took some time away from school for two years and worked
for the U.S. Forest Service on Beetle studies, while, at the same time,
expanding my home apiary to about 70 colonies.
I interned with commercial queen breeders during my spring months and
learned some of the industry such as grafting, how to run mating nucs and
make nucs for retail. In the summer of 2000 I started my graduate studies at
Oregon State University in Environmental Science. My project looked at the
affects of Coumaphos on drone honey bee sperm production and viability. In 2003 I started my doctorate in
Entomology at Washington State University looking at the genetic diversity of commercial honey bee populations
in the United States.
My work to date is an extension of my doctoral work with an emphasis on unmanaged honey bee populations.
Currently I have two graduate students. One is working on developing nuclear markers for determining low
levels of Africanization and the other is developing a best management plan for the use of commercially reared
Bombus impatiens in various crops, respectively. I am also vary interested in the microbial content of honey bee
guts and also bee bread and have been conducting exploratory experiments specifically focusing on yeasts.

Our UK Speakers
Wally Shaw
Talk:
The bees know what they are
doing but does the
beekeeper?
My original training was in forestry and during the early part of my career I worked for the
Forestry Commission. I went from there to Nature Conservancy (NC) and worked as a
woodland ecologist. After retirement and during my early years of beekeeping I worked parttime as an ecological consultant. Recently you may have seen my articles in BeeCraft
magazine.

Jenny Shaw
Talk:
A Partnership in Beekeeping

A research biologist who worked on Coastal habitats until swopping careers in 1979 to rear
children and work on a large vegetable garden & orchard on the Isle of Anglesey. Started
keeping bees in 1987 with assistance from husband, Wally Shaw. Those early beginnings
have developed into a successful joint beekeeping enterprise running over 50 hives, training
and mentoring many new beekeepers and producing starter colonies of locally adapted bees.
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Programme
0900 – 0930

Registration

0930 – 0935

Welcome and Introductions

0935 – 1030

Dr Deborah A. Delaney
Honeybee Biology

1030 - 1050

Coffee

1050 – 1150

Wally Shaw

Location
Bishop Burton College
York Road
Beverley HU17 8QG

The bees know what they are doing but does the beekeeper?

1200 – 1300

Mrs Jenny Shaw
A Partnership in Beekeeping

Lunch
1400 – 1500

Dr Deborah A. Delaney
Queen Rearing and Backyard Beekeeping

1500 - 1545

Meet the Speakers Discussion Groups

1545– 1615

Tea

Goodbyes and disperse

Retail and Advice
The following will have stalls which will be available
throughout the day
There is always time during breaks, at lunchtime and at
the end of the day to ask for advice or to make
purchases.
Yorkshire Beehives
Suppliers of quality beekeeping supplies

Northern Bee Books
A variety of the latest beekeeping publications will be on sale.

National Bee Unit
An information stand will be available.

Cost
Event plus Lunch £25.00
Event no lunch £15.00
Student plus Lunch £20.00

Yorkshire BKA
Yorkshire BKA sales

Spinks Compak
Suppliers of all glass and plastic containers
25
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Please advise if you have any dietary requirements.

Please make cheques payable to Yorkshire Beekeepers Association

Total £........

£........
£…....
£........

………………………………………………………................

…… No. of tickets @ £25.00 including lunch
…… No. of tickets @ £15.00 excluding lunch
…… No. of Student tickets @ £20.00 including lunch

email

Conference Organisers
Bill Cadmore Wendy Maslin Brian Latham

Conference Organisers
Bill Cadmore Wendy Maslin Brian Latham

Please send your remittance to:
Please send your remittance to:
W Cadmore 104 Hall Lane Horsforth Leeds LS18 5JG
W Cadmore 104 Hall Lane Horsforth Leeds LS18 5JG
Telephone 0113 216 0482
Telephone 0113 216 0482

Please advise if you have any dietary requirements.

Please make cheques payable to Yorkshire Beekeepers Association

Total £........

£........
£…....
£........

………………………………………………………................

…… No. of tickets @ £25.00 including lunch
…… No. of tickets @ £15.00 excluding lunch
…… No. of tickets Student @ £20.00 including lunch

email

…….………………………………......................................................
Post code
………………......
Telephone
……………….........................................

...................................................................................

…….………………………………......................................................
Post code
………………......
Telephone
……………….........................................

Name 1

Name 2
...................................................................................
Name 3
...................................................................................
Name 4
...................................................................................
Address……………………………………………………….................
…….………………………………......................................................

...................................................................................

Saturday 28th April 2012

Booking Form, please submit by the 15th April 2012

Name 2
...................................................................................
Name 3
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Name 4
...................................................................................
Address……………………………………………………….................
…….………………………………......................................................

Name 1

Saturday 28th April 2012

Booking Form, please submit by the 15th April 2012
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