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Yorkshire Beekeepers Association Newsletter

The General Purposes Committee would like to wish each and every one of our
association members a happy and prosperous New Year with many days of good
beekeeping in the company of cheerful and supportive friends.
A new year bring a change in format for our monthly newsletter. I hope you like
the change in style which will hopefully make things easier to read on the
computer screen.
We also welcome a new regular contributor to the newsletter as John Whitaker
begins his beekeeping diary recording the highs and lows of the beekeeping
month just gone by.
Dave Shannon will continue his ‘what to do in the coming month’ column which is particularly useful for
members new to the craft. It is good to have a reminder of what we should be getting ready to do. Of course
Dave lives in the deep south of the county so those of us who seem to have our own micro-climate need to
adjust his good advice accordingly.
For the coming year I’d also like to invite members from other areas of the county to contribute so that we
can share ‘what’s going to be happening’ and celebrate ‘what has happened’ in the four corners of our fair
county. Please don’t be shy in coming forward - I think I’ve proved that you don’t need to be a great
journalist to write a newsletter.
We look forward to a good year of beekeeping, district events and county activities.

In this Issue
What to do in January

My December Diary

Comments on Supering

YBKA Annual Convention

YBKA Mead Day

BBKA Training in York

New Committee

What’s new on BeeBase
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Bill

JOBS IN THE APIARY
FOR JANUARY
January in the apiary is generally the quiet month with very little to do. That said if you haven’t yet
treated your bees with an oxalic acid mixture and wish to do so, then now is the time to act and
without delay before the queen starts to stir from her well earned winter rest and begins the task
of laying eggs again. It is generally recognised that from towards the middle of December to the
middle of January the queens in most cases stop laying eggs or are only laying a few eggs just to
tick over so to speak.
This time is ideal to treat with oxalic acid for there is no brood where the mites can lay and hide
from treatment so aiding to the success of the treatment against them. There is however one
factor to seriously take into consideration before going ahead with this and that is the day and
night temperatures. This should not ideally go below 7-8 degrees centigrade within the 24 hour
treatment period, to allow the acid to work and not harm the bees or freeze them in a clump where
they lie in the winter cluster.
Never do it if the temperature is below freezing or just above. You can buy ready pre mixed
solution from your beekeeping suppliers and when treating use either a syringe that has
measurements on the side or buy an inexpensive automatic dosage gun also from your suppliers.
This gives a dose of 5mll to each seam of bees. By this I mean trickle 5ml of the solution between
the gaps in the frames where the bees are clustered.
The next step is to regularly check each colony for stores. If you feel the bees have eaten a lot of
what they originally had several weeks ago then give each colony a piece of baker’s fondant or
candy to aid them through to spring. Do not under any circumstances feed liquid feed as this may
also kill them of give them a serious dose of dysentery, because they cannot process and digest
liquid feed in the winter months. This may have to be done on regular intervals, and I recommend
you check every few weeks for some of the stronger colonies eat quite a considerable amount of
stores at this time of year, especially when the weather is so changeable, cold one week and
warm the next allowing the bees to come out of a tight cluster and take short toilet trips outside.
On return from these flights they replenish the lost energy by eating stores, hence its depletion.
When all this is done you can check the lids are firmly in place with a heavy object placed on top
to secure them, go home and relax with a glass of mulled wine or your favourite tipple knowing
you have done your best for your bees to survive until next spring. Just keep on checking at
regular intervals throughout the winter months. If you get bored and want something to do make
up a few boxes of frames ready for next year leaving out the wax until your ready to put them on.
Repair any damaged boxes or build up new ones in readiness for the forthcoming season any
little jobs you can think of to save you time next spring get done now and out of the way. This
allows you more time when the season starts to concentrate on the bees.
Wishing you all good beekeeping throughout 2012.
Dave Shannon
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February Bee Breeding Issue
In our February issue we would like to report on the progress made by district associations on their
bee breeding programmes.
Please encourage somebody in your association to write a short update on what you are doing.
We understand that different districts have very different approaches to this and that some are far
more organised than others. t doesn’t matter what stage you are at we would like to report what
you are doing and so help share ideas. We also hope to be able to keep neighbouring districts
informed about what is happening around them.
Below are some thoughts that will hopefully encourage you to tell us what you are doing.

Centralised Breeding
Some associations use just one or two breeders to supply all the nucs for their beginners. This
ensure that as time goes by the area will become more and more homogenous in terms of the bee
types. This is especially true in those areas where there is a very big increase in beekeeper
numbers.
Of course this assumes that the bee breeder is using a single bee type to produce all of the nucs
is is not supplementing this by bringing in queens or drones form other areas or from swarms
collected during the season. Such suppliers carry a great deal of responsibility for ensuring that
the bees supplied to beginners are those that the association are trying to encourgae in the area.
Other members of the association also have a big responsibility in making sure that they do not
bring bees into the area that will hybridise with the ‘association bees’ - a mating that can often
result in very aggressive bees.

Free for all
Other districts have a major problem in that they have lots of beekeepers many of whom have
bees of unknown origins. This makes a breeding programme very difficult as you just don’t know
which drones your queens will mate with. Here the district need to provide a lead clearly stating
which bees they wish to encourage and which they do not. Beekeepers in these areas need to
support one-another with the free exchange of queens so that a more homogenous group of bees
can be achieved.

Diversity is Important
In both cases it is important to not go to far - too many bees from a single course can give rise to a
lack of diversity - what we want to achieve is a diverse genetic pool of bees of a single race or
hybrid race

Know what your Neighbour is doing
None of our districts has boundaries that prevent bees flying - and most districts have members
who live and keep bees in other districts...so it is important that we let our neighbours know what
we are doing.

SO ....what are you doing ?
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Supering
In the last issue of 2011 we published an article which summerised the research
that had been carried out to determine if top or bottom supering increased
honey yield. Basically the answer was that it made no difference at all.
HOWEVER this article has resulted in several comments about the effect of top or bottom supering on the
colonies tendency to swarm. Lowering the swarm tendency could be a very useful thing for beekeepers to do
so it is worth considering this idea.

Supering and Swarms
Gerry Collins, NDB, writes : The article on supering misses a
major point. Bottom supering during May and June reduces
congestion during the swarming season and so reduces one of
the main swarming triggers. Later in the season ie mid july any
supers should be added to the top as then there will be less
uncapped honey to deal with in the lower supers as the
beekeeper comes the end of the July / august flow.
Anybody who knows Gerry will give these ideas lots of
credence. Gerry is one of the most experienced beekeepers in
Yorkshire.

Research
The research quoted in the original article looked at honey yield alone and did not study the effect
of supering on the tendency of bees to swarm. While I can find lots of articles on swarm prevention
that mention supering in various ways to discourage swarming
I can’t find any research papers on this. I wonder has anybody
carried out a controlled study ? I certainly find that supering
helps prevent swarming but I usually top super with drawn
comb cut back to the width of the frame but on wide, 9 frame,
spacing. I think that this gives the wax builders plenty of work
to do as well as giving lots of space to store nectar. I’ve also
found that putting a super of foundation immediately above the
brood area can often encourage swarming. This can be
overcome but putting just a couple of drawn comb frame in the
centre of the foundation.

Challenge
I wonder it there are any of our members who could actually do
some controlled tests on these ideas ?
The difficulty is getting enough colonies of the same variety of
bees with equal vigour all in the same area so that they have
as near identical conditions as possible. If you could do this
then colonies could be randomly supered in different ways.
Alternatively we could collect data from a large number of
members using various supering techniques. Any offers ?
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A Beekeeper’s Diary
3rd December 2011
I suppose it’s perverse but I look forward to AGM’s, though as often as not I come away feeling
rather frustrated. Too often the priority is to get the business dealt with as quickly as possible, with
committee members submitting their various reports, and there is insufficient time and
encouragement given for opinions from the floor. The YBKA AGM at the beginning of December,
pleasingly better attended than of late, almost fitted this pattern but briefly came to life when the
question of natural beekeeping was discussed in the context of a proposition that will be put to the
BBKA ADM.
Whether or not you agree with natural beekeeping is irrelevant – the question was whether the
many thousands who dabble with natural beekeeping are encouraged to be members of BBKA
and the BBKA encourages informed discussion as to how their aims can be met in the best
interests of the bees. Though top bar beekeeping can create problems for the bee inspectors it is
much better to have the natural beekeepers in the fold so that their disease status can be as
readily monitored as all other beekeepers. The question of sponsoring beekeeping research also
temporarily raised the temperature of the meeting and really needs to be revisited. And in the
future we need to hold a full debate about the use of the new pavilion and the resources which
YBKA choose to allocate to it. We must not fear that our pet project will not get the backing we
feel it deserves. If it doesn’t then it would be foolish to proceed. If it does then the backing of the
membership will give additional impetus.
5th December 2011
I received an e-mail from a member of our association who was concerned that his colony of bees
was rather light in weight. He’s a new beekeeper and it was to his credit that he’d noted the
advice in the report given by the regional bee inspector, which warned that the exceptionally mild
October and November would have extended the brood rearing and so may have caused a
greater depletion of winter stores than would normally have been expected. In our association we
advise that the weight of a colony in a single brood box needs to be about 29-30kg at the end of
the September to ensure that there is 18kg of honey as stores, the amount generally considered
to be sufficient for the winter. His colony now weighed 22kg. This in fact wasn’t as bad as he had
initially thought as two months of the winter have now passed and so it is quite reasonable to
have expected the bees to have consumed at least 4kg of stores during that time and probably
there were still approximately 10 kg of honey stores left. Although there were probably sufficient
stores to last until early spring, the colony was unlikely to have sufficient stores to last until the
middle of April when the rate of foraging could be expected to exceed consumption. There were
two choices.
1) trust the mathematics and do nothing now and then be prepared to feed with sugar syrup in
March when the bees are regularly flying and already foraging on spring flowers
or
2) feed the colony with fondant straight away. If it were my colony I would note the condition of the
colony and be prepared to wait until early spring. But when you know that someone has just
one or two colonies it is not so easy to recommend such patience. When feeding with fondant I
generally press a 1 or 2 kg block of the fondant into a margarine container and invert it over the
feed hole, using ekes to raise the level of the roof.
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Only if the feeding was an emergency would I place a slab of fondant directly over the brood
frames. There was a time when I used fondant for winter feeding to a far greater extent than I do
now. In general I try to avoid using fondant by ensuring that the bees have sufficient stores in the
autumn and by being prepared, if necessary, to feed sugar syrup in the early spring. The fondant
is an expensive feed and feeding fondant can disrupt the cluster. Still there are occasions when
there is no option.
17th December 2011
The key to successful beekeeping is the control of varroa. Eradication is not possible so the best
we can do is keep the varroa population low enough so that the harm which is done to our bees is
minimal. At the same time the treatments we use should not have deleterious effects on the bees.
The recommended approach is to use integrated pest management techniques, using a number of
relatively harmless, as far as the bees are concerned, treatments throughout the year. Each
treatment reduces the varroa population, but is unlikely to be 100% efficacious. The combination
of treatments that I use and is widely recommended is - apiguard in August/September, Oxalic
acid in December/January and icing sugar during the summer. In addition I have mesh floors. So
the time for the oxalic acid treatment is upon us. This year the weather remained quite mild until
well into November, the temperature eventually falling to near or below average on 20th
November. It would have been at this point that the queen is likely to have stopped laying. If this
were the case, unsealed and sealed brood would then have remained at the centre of the colony
until about December 10th. It is only when I expect that there is no brood that I would consider
treating my colonies with oxalic acid to knock down any remaining phoretic varroa that are in the
colony. Oxalic acid can damage brood which is why it is only used when there is no brood. By the
middle of January the queen will have recommenced egg laying, beginning the slow build up of the
colony population in preparation for spring. So the window of opportunity to treat with oxalic acid is
quite narrow, no more than five or six weeks. I use the trickle method of applying oxalic acid, and
this requires the hive to be opened, exposing the cluster to the much colder ambient temperatures.
There are three factors affecting the extent to which the cluster will become chilled 1) the atmospheric temperature
2) the wind chill
and
3) the length of time that the hive is open. T
The first of these is the least significant and we’ve got to accept that it is cold at this time of year.
Once I’m into the window of opportunity I wait for a day which is reasonable calm, having already
procured and prepared the equipment and oxalic acid which I will need. After some
experimentation over the years, I now use the trickle 2 oxalic acid applicators, which enable the
treatment to be delivered accurately and quickly, in less than a minute for each colony. The
applicator measures the 5ml needed for each row of the cluster with a quick squeeze of the bottle
and turn of the wrist. If you have just one or two colonies then the cost of the treatment from
Thornes of about ￡2 per colony can be born.
To treat my greater number of hives and save money I recycle the applicators, refilling them with
oxalic acid bought in 500ml bottles. Whenever handling chemicals, even those at low
concentrations, it is important not to allow them to come into contact with your skin or eyes, so
wear gloves and goggles.
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So today was ideal, cold, sunny and there was just a light breeze. In three and half hours I went
through 25 colonies in four apiaries. I also noted the strength of the colonies and the state of the
stores. In most cases bees were covering about 6 combs, in two cases the bees were covering a
complete brood box plus most of a box of super combs and two were rather weak. One of the
weaker ones needs additional stores, sooner rather than later. I’ll commune with the patron saint
of lost causes before deciding what to do. In five colonies in the home apiary I have inserted
sample boards to collect the varroa drop and this should give me some idea of the state of the
varroa population. I hope that it will be valid to extrapolate to my other apiary sites. Though they all
have been treated similarly for the last year, I’m not sure about this.
20th December 2011
I had quick look at the debris on the 5 sample boards I’d put in before carrying out the oxalic acid
treatment. On one there were no varroa, on three there were two and on the fifth about twenty.
This final colony was one that had been taken to the heather moors and so the Apiguard treatment
had been started during the first week of September as opposed to the other four colonies when
the Apiguard treatment had commenced in the middle of August. It is known that Apiguard
becomes less effective as the atmospheric temperature cools. That could be a possible
explanation for the greater varroa drop count from the fifth hive.
John Whitaker
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HONEY AND CINNAMON
The follow was sent to the newsletter without any name attached. Some of it is very interesting
and something might be worth a try! Some, I think, is very questionable.
Honey is the only food on the planet that will not spoil or rot. It will do what some call turning to
sugar. In reality honey is always honey. However, when left in a cool dark place for a long time it
will do what I’d rather call "crystallizing". When this happens I loosen the lid, boil some water, and
sit the honey container in the hot water, off the heat and let it liquefy. It is then as good as it ever
was. Never boil honey or put it in a microwave. To do so will kill the enzymes in the honey.
Cinnamon and Honey
Bet the drug companies won't like this one
getting around.
Facts on Honey and Cinnamon:
It is found that a mixture of honey and
Cinnamon cures most diseases.
Honey is produced in most of the countries
of the world.
Scientists of today also accept honey as a
'Ram Ban', very effective medicine for all
kinds of diseases.
Honey can be used without any side effects
for any kind of diseases.
Today's science says that even though
honey is sweet, if taken in the right dosage
as a medicine, it does not harm diabetic
patients.
Weekly World News, a magazine in Canada, in its issue dated 17 January,1995 has given the
following list of diseases that can be Cured by honey and cinnamon as researched by western
scientists.
HEART DISEASES:
Make a paste of honey and cinnamon powder, apply on bread, instead of jelly and jam, and eat it
regularly for breakfast. It reduces the cholesterol in the arteries and saves the patient from heart
attack.
Also, those who have already had an attack, if they do this process daily, they are kept miles away
from the next attack. Regular use of the above process relieves loss of breath and strengthens the
heart beat.
In America and Canada, various nursing homes have treated patients successfully and have found
that as you age, the arteries and veins lose their flexibility and get clogged; honey and cinnamon
revitalize the arteries and veins.
ARTHRITIS:
Arthritis patients may take daily, morning and night, one cup of hot water with two spoons of honey
and one small teaspoon of cinnamon powder. If taken regularly even chronic arthritis can be cured.
In a recent research conducted at the Copenhagen University , it was found that when the doctors
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treated their patients with a mixture of one tablespoon Honey and half teaspoon Cinnamon powder
before breakfast, they found that within a week, out of the 200 people so treated, practically 73
patients were totally relieved of pain, and within a month, mostly all the patients who could not
walk or move around because of arthritis started walking without pain.
BLADDER INFECTIONS:
Take two tablespoons of cinnamon powder and one teaspoon of honey in a glass of lukewarm
water and drink it. It destroys the germs in the bladder.
CHOLESTEROL:
Two tablespoons of honey and three teaspoons of Cinnamon Powder mixed in 16 ounces of tea
water, given to a cholesterol patient, was found to reduce the level of cholesterol in the blood by 10
percent within two hours. As mentioned for arthritic patients, if taken three times a day, any chronic
cholesterol is cured. According to information received in the said Journal, pure honey taken with
food daily relieves complaints of cholesterol.
COLDS:
1 Tablespoon lukewarm honey with 1/4 spoon cinnamon powder daily for three days... This
process will cure most chronic cough, cold, and clear the sinuses.
UPSET STOMACH:
Honey taken with cinnamon powder cures stomach ache and also clears stomach ulcers from the
root.
GAS:
According to the studies done in India and Japan, it is revealed that if Honey is taken with
cinnamon powder the stomach is relieved of gas.
IMMUNE SYSTEM:
Daily use of honey and cinnamon powder strengthens the immune system and protects the body
from bacteria and viral attacks. Scientists have found that honey has various vitamins and iron in
large amounts. Constant use of Honey strengthens the white blood corpuscles to fight bacterial
and viral diseases.
INDIGESTION:
Cinnamon powder sprinkled on two tablespoons of honey taken before food relieves acidity and
digests the heaviest of meals.
INFLUENZA:
A scientist in Spain has proved that honey contains a natural 'Ingredient' which kills the influenza
germs and saves the patient from flu.
LONGEVITY:
Tea made with honey and cinnamon powder, when taken regularly, arrests the ravages of old age.
Take four spoons of honey, one spoon of cinnamon powder, and three cups of water and boil to
make like tea. Drink 1/4 cup, three to four times a day. It keeps the skin fresh and soft and arrests
old age. Life spans also increase and even a 100 year old, starts performing the chores of a 20year-old.
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PIMPLES:
Three tablespoons of honey and one teaspoon of cinnamon powder paste. Apply this paste on the
pimples before sleeping and wash it next morning with warm water. If done daily for two weeks, it
removes pimples from the root.
SKIN INFECTIONS:
Applying honey and cinnamon powder in equal parts on the affected parts cures eczema,
ringworm and all types of skin infections.
WEIGHT LOSS:
Daily in the morning one half hour before breakfast on an empty stomach, and at night before
sleeping, drink honey and cinnamon powder boiled in one cup of water. If taken regularly, it
reduces the weight of even the most obese person. Also, drinking this mixture regularly does
not allow the fat to accumulate in the body even though the person may eat a high calorie diet.
CANCER:
Recent research in Japan and Australia has revealed that advanced cancer of the stomach and
bones have been cured successfully..
Patients suffering from these kinds of cancer should daily take one tablespoon of honey with one
teaspoon of cinnamon powder for one month three times a day.
FATIGUE:
Recent studies have shown that the sugar content of honey is more helpful rather than being
detrimental to the strength of the body. Senior citizens, who take honey and cinnamon powder in
equal parts, are more alert and flexible. Dr. Milton, who has done research, says that a half
tablespoon of honey taken in a glass of water and sprinkled with cinnamon powder, taken daily
after breakfast and in the afternoon at about 3:00 P.M. when the vitality of the body starts to
decrease, increases the vitality of the body within a week.
BAD BREATH:
People of South America, first thing in the morning, gargle with one teaspoon of honey and
cinnamon powder mixed in hot water, so their breath stays fresh throughout the day.
HEARING LOSS:
Daily morning and night honey and cinnamon powder, taken in equal parts restores hearing.
Remember when we were kids? We had toast with real butter and cinnamon sprinkled on it!
You might want to share this information with a friend, kinfolks and loved ones.
Everyone needs healthy help information ~ what they do with it
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Y.B.K.A. Calendar
We hope to see many more members at our events in 2012.
January 14th

BBKA ADM

February 3rd

GPC Meeting

March 10th

YBKA Spring Conference

April 21st-23rd

BBKA Spring Convention

April 28th

YBKA Annual Conference
at Bishop Burton College

May 4th

GPC Meeting

June 15th

GPC Meeting

August 15th

GPC Meeting

September 21st

GPC Meeting

November 23rd

GPC Meeting

December 1st

YBKA

AGM

DO YOU HAVE DATES THAT COULD USEFULLY
ADDED TO THIS CALENDAR ?
ARE THERE DISTRICT EVENTS AND TRAINING
EVENTS THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO INVITE
BEEKEEPERS FROM NEARBY DISTRICT TO ?
LET ME HAVE THE DATES SO THAT WE CAN WORK
TOGETHER TO MAKE BEEKEEPING IN YORKSHIRE A
REALLY DYNAMIC AND HAPPY THING TO DO.
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Yorkshire Beekeepers Association
General Purposes Committee
Chairman
Mr William Cadmore
01132160482
bill.cadmore@ntlworld.com

Education/Examinations
Wendy Maslin
01482 656018
wendy@maslin.karoo.co.uk

Vice Chairman
Tony Jefferson
07749731945
stoneleabees@yahoo.co.uk

BBKA ADM Delegate
Tony Jefferson
07749731945
stoneleabees@yahoo.co.uk

Hon. Secretary
Brian Latham
01132643436
brian.latham@ntlworld.com

Information Officer
Graham Crerar
07516437648
graham.crerar@civica.co.uk

Hon. Treasurer
Bob Hunter
01484 713671
rmwhunter@blueyonder.co.uk

Web Master
David Lamont
davidlamont431@btinternet.com

Equipment Officer
Roger Chappel
roger@rchappel.orangehome.co.uk
01325315741

YAS Representative
Michael Badger
0113 294 5879
buzz.buzz@ntlworld.com

School Day Organiser
Phil Gee
01422886114
07769650059
pjgphilgee@aol.com
NBU Representative
Ivor Flatman
01924 252795
07775 119436
ivor.flatman@fera.gsi.gov.uk
Honey Show Organisation
Dave Shannon
01302-772837
dave_aca@tiscali.co.uk
Newsletter Editor
Bill Cadmore
01132160482
bill.cadmore@ntlworld.com
Area Representatives
Simon Maslin
maslin@maslin.Karoo.co.uk
01482 656018
Christopher Barlow
chrisbarlow02@yahoo.co.uk
01924 835090

Regional Bee Inspector
Ivor Flatman
tel. 01924 252795
e-mail ivor.flatman@fera.gsi.gov.uk
NBU office: National Bee Unit, The Food and Environment Research Agency, Sand Hutton, York, UK,
YO41 1LZ
Email: nbu@fera.gsi.gov.uk
Telephone: 01904 462510
Web site: https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/beebase/

BEEBASE
Have you visited BeeBase recently ?
Look at the record keeping system available to you. Well worth considering as a place to keep you own
colony and apiary records. Why not build its use into your beginners and basic exams courses ?
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Yorkshire Beekeepers Association

Annual Conference
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Yorkshire Beekeepers Association invites you to attend our annual
conference at Bishop Burton College, Beverley.
This year the event promises to be the best ever with three exciting and entertaining speakers talking about a
beekeeping from many different angles and approaches.
The hot and freshly cooked lunch will, as always, be excellent with lots of choice. Refreshments are also
available thoughout the day.
After the talks you will have the opportunity to meet and talk to the speakers in smaller groups so that you
can have a conversation with them rather than just ask questions.
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Our International Speaker
Dr Deborah A. Delaney
I started my higher education career as a Fine Art major. I began drawing and
painting insects which led me to drop out of art school and pursue a degree in
Natural Resources with an emphasis in Fine Art and Entomology.
I graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Natural Resources from Oregon
State University. I took some time away from school for two years and worked
for the U.S. Forest Service on Beetle studies, while, at the same time,
expanding my home apiary to about 70 colonies.
I interned with commercial queen breeders during my spring months and
learned some of the industry such as grafting, how to run mating nucs and
make nucs for retail. In the summer of 2000 I started my graduate studies at
Oregon State University in Environmental Science. My project looked at the
affects of Coumaphos on drone honey bee sperm production and viability. In 2003 I started my doctorate in
Entomology at Washington State University looking at the genetic diversity of commercial honey bee populations
in the United States.
My work to date is an extension of my doctoral work with an emphasis on unmanaged honey bee populations.
Currently I have two graduate students. One is working on developing nuclear markers for determining low
levels of Africanization and the other is developing a best management plan for the use of commercially reared
Bombus impatiens in various crops, respectively. I am also vary interested in the microbial content of honey bee
guts and also bee bread and have been conducting exploratory experiments specifically focusing on yeasts.

Our UK Speakers
Wally Shaw
Talk:
The bees know what they are
doing but does the
beekeeper?
My original training was in forestry and during the early part of my career I worked for the
Forestry Commission. I went from there to Nature Conservancy (NC) and worked as a
woodland ecologist. After retirement and during my early years of beekeeping I worked parttime as an ecological consultant. Recently you may have seen my articles in BeeCraft
magazine.

Jenny Shaw
Talk:
A Partnership in Beekeeping

A research biologist who worked on Coastal habitats until swopping careers in 1979 to rear
children and work on a large vegetable garden & orchard on the Isle of Anglesey. Started
keeping bees in 1987 with assistance from husband, Wally Shaw. Those early beginnings
have developed into a successful joint beekeeping enterprise running over 50 hives, training
and mentoring many new beekeepers and producing starter colonies of locally adapted bees.
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Programme
0900 – 0930

Registration

0930 – 0935

Welcome and Introductions

0935 – 1030

Dr Deborah A. Delaney
Honeybee Biology

1030 - 1050

Coffee

1050 – 1150

Wally Shaw

Location
Bishop Burton College
York Road
Beverley HU17 8QG

The bees know what they are doing but does the beekeeper?

1200 – 1300

Mrs Jenny Shaw
A Partnership in Beekeeping

Lunch
1400 – 1500

Dr Deborah A. Delaney
Queen Rearing and Backyard Beekeeping

1500 - 1545

Meet the Speakers Discussion Groups

1545– 1615

Tea

Goodbyes and disperse

Retail and Advice
The following will have stalls which will be available
throughout the day
There is always time during breaks, at lunchtime and at
the end of the day to ask for advice or to make
purchases.
Yorkshire Beehives
Suppliers of quality beekeeping supplies

Northern Bee Books
A variety of the latest beekeeping publications will be on sale.

National Bee Unit
An information stand will be available.

Cost
Event plus Lunch £25.00
Event no lunch £15.00
Student plus Lunch £20.00

Yorkshire BKA
Yorkshire BKA sales

Spinks Compak
Suppliers of all glass and plastic containers
15
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Please advise if you have any dietary requirements.

Please make cheques payable to Yorkshire Beekeepers Association

Total £........

£........
£…....
£........

………………………………………………………................

…… No. of tickets @ £25.00 including lunch
…… No. of tickets @ £15.00 excluding lunch
…… No. of Student tickets @ £20.00 including lunch

email

Conference Organisers
Bill Cadmore Wendy Maslin Brian Latham

Conference Organisers
Bill Cadmore Wendy Maslin Brian Latham

Please send your remittance to:
Please send your remittance to:
W Cadmore 104 Hall Lane Horsforth Leeds LS18 5JG
W Cadmore 104 Hall Lane Horsforth Leeds LS18 5JG
Telephone 0113 216 0482
Telephone 0113 216 0482

Please advise if you have any dietary requirements.

Please make cheques payable to Yorkshire Beekeepers Association

Total £........

£........
£…....
£........

………………………………………………………................

…… No. of tickets @ £25.00 including lunch
…… No. of tickets @ £15.00 excluding lunch
…… No. of tickets Student @ £20.00 including lunch

email

…….………………………………......................................................
Post code
………………......
Telephone
……………….........................................

...................................................................................

…….………………………………......................................................
Post code
………………......
Telephone
……………….........................................

Name 1

Name 2
...................................................................................
Name 3
...................................................................................
Name 4
...................................................................................
Address……………………………………………………….................
…….………………………………......................................................

...................................................................................

Saturday 28th April 2012

Booking Form, please submit by the 15th April 2012

Name 2
...................................................................................
Name 3
...................................................................................
Name 4
...................................................................................
Address……………………………………………………….................
…….………………………………......................................................

Name 1

Saturday 28th April 2012

Booking Form, please submit by the 15th April 2012

YBKA Annual Conference 2012 YBKA Annual Conference 2012

THE INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF MEAD and HONEY WINE JUDGES
PATRON – THE YORKSHIRE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY
President – Raymond Twiddle OBE – Vice President Sir Kenneth Morrison
CBE

Strength
Gentleness
Course Organised by the International Federation of Mead & Honey Wine
Judges in conjunction with the Yorkshire Beekeepers' Association at the
Normanby Pavilion, Great Yorkshire Showground, Harrogate – 25th February
2012 – commencing at 10am
Agenda
Welcome and Introductions
Types of Meads and Honey Wines for both exhibition and consumption
The making of mead – the honey and ingredients – Method/s
Question Time
Lunch
Exhibiting; judging technique; tasting – the common pitfalls of samples
Open discussion and questions
The Course is led by Erica Osborn and supported by Michael Badger together with
Alan Brown, Ivor Flatman and Alan Woodward all who are accredited International
Federation of Mead & Honey Wine Judges.
The course aims to be finished by 15:30
UK – Moderator – Mrs Erica Osborn MA - 61 Broadheath Drive, Chislehurst, Kent, BR7 6EU,
England
Telephone 00 44 (0) 208 467 4639 – email erica.Osborn@talktalk.net
Secretary UK Division – Michael Badger MBE MA LLB, 14 Thorn Lane, Roundhay, LEEDS, West
Yorkshire, England
Telephone 00 44 (0) 113 294 5879 – email – buzz.buzz@ntlworld.com

Participants are asked to bring along samples of their mead (suitably identified as
their own) to assist with judging and tasting techniques.
Those wishing to consider becoming accredited judges are given separate tuition.
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Yorkshire Beekeepers Association
Mead Day
Booking Form
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BBKA TRAINING EVENTS
Preparing for the Modules
A training for study tutors and facilitators
These ‘Study Group’ events aim to help trainers learn and develop teaching methods speci9ically
designed for working with small groups.
Based on a ‘Study Group’ model we explore how these can be made to work really effectively through
the use of a wide range of resources ranging from recommended texts through internet based work‐
groups to problem based learning techniques.
Beekeepers who have achieved a pass in modules 1 and 2 are invited to attend ‐ it is you who we hope
will become the lead facilitators and trainers where you live. You don’t have to be an expert in
everything because you can always engage the help of external experts – You do need to be willing to
encourage and energise others in your area. This training aims to help you have the knowledge and
skills to facilitate groups learning, not to teach the group.
The training events are
January 14th
January 28th
February 11th
February 25th
February 25th
March 10th

Ipswich
Roots and Shoots, Lambeth, London
Crawley
Salisbury
Ormskirk
Devon

Places are still available at most of these training events. Contact Bill Cadmore
bill.cadmore@ntlworld.com for application details.
It is still possible to organise training events on this subject in other areas if there is demand. Again,
contact Bill to discuss this.
Putting Training at the heart of your Association Programme
A training event for association committee members
This training is aimed at committee members who wish to explore the many and varied ways in which
training can be built into an associations regular programme of events. It looks at all levels of training
and explores how different training processes can be used to suit members, location and the available
level of expertise. We look at how an association can offer training to beekeepers throughout their
beekeeping lives.
If you serve on a committee which wants to help your association develop a wider range of training for
your members then this is the course for you.
Only 1 remaining event has places available
March 17th

York College, York

Contact Bill Cadmore bill.cadmore@ntlworld.com for application details.
If there is enough demand from a particular area additional training events might be possible.
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