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So the day after I wrote about the
weeks of unbroken sunshine we were
enjoying it started to rain - perhaps
this time we can go back to
sunshine ?
Despite the recent wet many of us
have enjoyed a good spring with lots
of honey coming into the hives indeed one beekeeper exclaimed that
he was a little embarrassed by the
amount of honey in his hives - lets all
be so lucky.
Just at the moment my bees are
bringing in very little in the way of
bulk honey but are still doing a
steady trade in missed blossom.
I would also suggest that many of us
have not had to worry too much
about setting up a bee breeding
programme - they seem to have set
up a very successful one of their own
with most queens mating very
successfully. Hopefully this natural
mating will be between guys and gals
of similar breeding so that the
offspring have all the good
characteristics and none of the bad.
Most of my nucs have lovely queens
in them and nice gentle bees but one
seems to have produced a very
aggressive hybrid - these will not be
around for long - four stings on the
wrists just lifting the lid off will not
be tolerated a second time.
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I am aware that we have all been
very busy over the last few weeks.
Looking after our own bees is time
consuming but when you add in all
of the voluntary work so many
beekeepers do this can be a very
exacting time.
I’d like to thank, and sing the praises
of, all of you who work so hard to
run the district associations, organise
meetings, run courses and write
newsletters.. and all of the other little
jobs that need to be done to keep the
association running. Thanks and well
done to all of you. It is only when
you actually take on one of the jobs
that you realise just how much effort
goes into them.
Thanks also to those who work at
county level - Yorkshire is the biggest
area association and aims to be the
best.
We also need to thank all of those
involved in BBKA for all of their
hard work. Most are volunteers - few
get paid. While we often argue with
them about what is best for
beekeeping we still appreciate how
much effort they put in.
I’m sure all of the members will echo
these thanks.
Have a good June.
Best wishes
Bill
www.yorkshirebeekeepers.org.uk
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JUNE
JOBS FOR THE MONTH
Check through colonies for the condition of the queen
Is disease present ?
Start your swarm prevention inspections

Well, not sure if its just me but time is appearing to
fly this year, we are already at the start of June and
the year very nearly half over. It doesn’t seem all that
long ago that I was checking my colonies food
supplies on a very cold and wintery January day with
the temperature down to below 10oC. Having said
that, the first part of the year for most of the
beekeepers
I have spoken to has
been very successful
and especially within
the Yorkshire area,
with very high yields
of honey coming in
from the main Oil
Seed Rape (O.S.R)
crop and other spring
blossoms and early
summer flowers.
Beekeepers and the
bees for once seem
to be having it good
with this overall long
dry spell we are
having.
Most colonies are thriving and doing very well with
quite a lot of our colonies are now manipulated to
stop them swarming, with the emergence of this years
first queen cells. New queens are now emerging and
in some cases already successfully mated.
June however can be a troublesome month for bees
and beekeepers alike, especially for the novice
beekeepers out there with those colonies that are later
to build up and to feel the urge to produce queen cells
and swarm. Continued diligence is still required when
it comes to our inspections as we are now at the
height of this awkward swarming season. Keep good
records of what you see and the actions you take with
each colony, writing it in a journal or note book as
soon as each individual inspection is completed for
reference next time you do an inspection. If you have
more than one hive then number them to avoid
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confusion. Remember to keep adding supers when
the last one is 2/3rds full to allow the colonies more
space.
If you are in an O.S.R area check your honey for
signs of the honey setting in the cells, for this is the
last thing you want to happen. If the honey is not
completely caped on the entire frame but on shaking
the frame you find it doesn’t come out and all the
frames are reasonably full, take it off and extract it
whilst you still can. If you’re unsure take a
refractometor with you or borrow one from a
colleague if you don’t posses one. They will show
you how to use it, and place a sample on it to check
it, it should read between 17 and 19 to be ready for
extraction, if its over that
leave it for a day or
two max then check
again but don’t leave it
too long or it will set
on you.
This month of June is
also a time when some
areas may encounter
what is termed the
“June Gap”. This is
when all the O.S.R and
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other main source nectar plants and trees are at an
end and there is a significant loss of nectar source for
the bees when foraging. Some areas become like a
desert at this time of year and colonies can die of
starvation if not monitored closely. Always ensure the
colony has sufficient stores to enable them to feed
themselves and to allow the brood within the colony
to also thrive until later plant and tree nectar sources
are available for them from July onwards. Never take
everything off leaving the bees with nothing for this
can be fatal.

Wait a few hours then check the paper below. If two
or three mites are present treatment is essential with
one of the new and excellent varroa treatments
available from suppliers. Treatment should be carried
out as soon as the honey flow has stopped and any
excess honey is removed to avoid contamination of
the honey. For all those who are still on the old solid
wooden floors this practice is far more efficient using
a varroa mesh floor with the slider taken out to allow
all dead and live drop mites to fall through the mesh
to the floor and die.

June is also to add to the swarming factor a time
when the varroa mite within the colonies can, and in
most cases, do start to build up significantly. This is
due to several factors, the mild and warmer weather,
the greater amount of brood within the colony
especially drone brood with the onset of a new
queen’s emergence on the horizon - for this is where
the mites love to bread, also from robbing when
infected bees from another infected apiary can bring
in mites. So please be just as vigilant with your
varroa inspections as you are with your inspections
for queen cells.
A simple method is to do a regular drop tests by
placing an old piece of wallpaper below the floor on
your slider pattern side down. I personally spread a
little Vaseline over the paper first. This ensures that
when the mite fall onto the paper they stick and stay
in place for you to count them. Next dust your bees
liberally with icing sugar passed through a fine sieve
over the whole brood box top after firstly removing
the queen excluder, (2 oz. per. brood box is quite
sufficient for this) then brush any excess from the
frame tops down into the gaps. Never take out the
frames individually and dust directly onto the comb
face, for this will kill the brood within by suffocation.
Dust on top and between the frame spaces, and all
over the bees whilst in situ.
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An alternative for these members is to place the same
amount of icing sugar into a container with a lid, then
gather up aprox. 100 bees into the same container and
gently shake the bees coating them all liberally with
the icing sugar for about 30seconds. When this is
done have a tray to hand to tip the bees for the
container onto after first moving away from the main
colony. All the bees will fly off back to the hive,
leaving behind the icing sugar and any varroa
dislodged from the bees whilst being shaken. You
will find this a very effective method and one that can
be deployed even if you are on a varroa floor or the
old wooden solid floor. The count for treatment is the
same for both methods. With all this to take on board
I’m sure you will be very busy again this month. So
happy beekeeping and keep those bees healthy
D. A. Shannon
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Education & Examinations
Examinations and Pracitical
Assessments Update
There are a few things being planned to help
prepare beekeepers for some of the Modules and
also the practical husbandry assessments.
Module 1
There will be 5 tutorials held in Harrogate
during the winter covering the subject material
for module 1. These will be held on a Saturday
morning in the pavilion and last about 2 hours.
The dates and tutors are to be confirmed.
Module 5
We plan to hold 4 tutorial sessions, again on a
Saturday morning for this module, covering the
entire syllabus.
Anyone with the basic certificate is eligible to
take modules. I would recommend that you visit
the BBKA website and read about them. The
correspondence courses are an excellent way of
additional support and one method of ensuring
that you cover the syllabus prior to sitting the
examination.
General and Advance Husbandry.
On the weekend of 2nd and 3rd JUNE 2012, we
plan to hold a workshop on preparation for these
assessments. It is likely that one examination will
be covered on each day. It will not be possible to
cover every aspect of the advanced certificate but
as the sessions will be led by 2 experienced
examiners I hope they will be able to highlight
the areas that need most support and guidance
for candidates.

possibly some form of queen rearing or bee
breeding in place so please look at the syllabus,
make your plans, and ensure that you can fulfil
the criteria. It would be good to start now with a
view to doing the course next year with the
assessment in the same year or plan to do the
assessment in 2013
Basics
I am also looking at some form of short course
on the basic. This will be more directed towards
tutors who may have no or little experience of
the assessment and want to encourage their new
beekeepers to take this certificate.
Planning is a work in progress and dates will be
confirmed in later editions. I would however, be
glad if you would register your interest with me
for any of the above sessions so I may have some
idea of the level of interest.
Finally – please forward any applications for
Basic assessments for this season to me.
Wendy Maslin.
01482 656018
wendy@maslin.karoo.co.uk

PS. We still need an invigilator for March 17th
2012 - can you help? Please contact me.

These 2 assessments require candidates to have a
certain number of colonies, specific records,
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Stealing Bees

Stolen

Selling Swarms
I’ve always believed that beekeepers are
essentially nice people who like to help
and support each other.
Is this still true ?

Stolen Nucs
If there is a group of nucs set out in a mating apiary - some with queen cells ready to hatch, some with virgin queens, some
with mated queens who are just about ready to lay and some with mated queens that have started to lay and have a nice
little brood pattern showing - which do you think would be stolen ?
Clearly somebody who knew nothing about bees might take a random group, or might take all of them, however what
conclusion can I come to when the only ones that go missing are the ones with mated and laying queens ?
Obviously these were stolen by a beekeeper. I trust that it was not a Yorkshire beekeeper !!!!
Elswhere in the county apiaries have been visited and selected queen-right, strong colonies have been stolen. Certainly a
beekeeper at work.
It is clear why this is happening - Lots of new beekeepers want to buy bees and the prices being paid make bee stealing
worth while. Stealing and selling nucs or stealing whole hives to break into nucs can make somebody a lot of money. 10 nucs
at £150.00 pounds is £1500.00. Do the maths.
A beekeeper who steals from another beekeeper is betraying a trust. Thank goodness that most of our bee breeders are
honest and upright members of our association and new members can buy from them in confidence that the bees are the
result of breeding not theft.

Selling Swarms
I have recently been asked if I would like to buy, for £50.00, a swarm that a beekeeper had collected.
As an experienced beekeeper, had I chosen to spend that amount of money, I would have been aware of the risks I was
taking.....
Did the swarm have an old, mated and marked queen, that would lay straight away ?
Did the swarm have a virgin queen - who wouldn’t lay at all unless successfully mated ?
Did the swarm carry an disease ?
What was the temperament of the bees ?
etc etc etc
and
Which fellow beekeeper might have lost that swarm and who might benefit from its return
(we all lose swarms occasionally - my ideal is to try and get the beekeeper who may have lost the swarm to
collect it - I’m not keen on those who glory in swarm collecting with phrases like “I collected a lovely big
swarm from near your house - they must have been yours - They doing very well for me thanks”)
BUT ... What of the inexperienced beekeeper - would they understand the risks ?
I hope that the person selling the swarm had kept it in an isolation apiary for long enough to check that it contained a laying
queen. And I hope that they carried out a thorough disease inspection before selling it.
Most of us keep bees for fun, some make a living from it, but all of us can be friendly and responsible.
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Yorkshire Beekeepers
A tribute to John E Dews
It is with great sadness that I inform you all of the passing
John E Dews following a battle with cancer.
We are extremely fortunate, in the Whitby area, that John
Dews decided to relocate here from Wakefield in the early
90's.

John's friends in BIBBA were fantastic in sending articles we
did not have copied of and between Sheila and myself we
commenced copy/pasting and scanning/converting to word,
the various documents, with the help of my local printers
Bakers in my village our work was converted into a 70 page
book of A5 format, of most of Johns articles.

John is locally, nationally and internattionaly known for his
writings, he has produced a great many reference books,
technical papers and articles over the years, but notably

I am pleased to report we managed to have a
special Afternoon Tea where the book was presented to John
and he was most moved by the gesture, what really added to

the ones of most interest are associated with Varroa issues
and the preservation of the Native Black Bee.(Apis
Mellifera Mellifera)
In order to recognise his considerable efforts, myself and
our Treasurer, Sheila Rawson challenged ourselves to
come up with a fitting tribute, after lots of emails and text
messages back and forth Sheila had the "Eureka" moment
and suggested we collate John's articles into a
commemorative book format - a good idea, but where to
start was our first challenge.

the day was having ALbert Knight and Dorian Pritchard
present - a big thanks to David Allen, Tom Robindon and
Kyle Miller for assisting in that part of the challenge.

It is no secret now that John is suffering with poor health,
we also wanted to be able to produce the book and have it
presented to him as a special Whitby Beekeepers event,
that was the second challenge.
We also wanted the book and the presentation to be secret
from John - thats the third and final challenge we set
ourselves - oh I nearly forgot - we had to do it quickly as
well !
Sheila's idea developed around mid March and we knew
Lord Normanby would be in the area over the Easter
holidays, he normally resides in London but visits
Mulgrave Castle during school holidays, to keep his Estate
staff on their toes. This timescale and allowing for printing
time we had to move fairly quickly.
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The books have been presented to each of member of
Whitby Beekeepers and it is our intention to make a copy
available to each of the other 22 Yorkshire local associations
for use in their library - this I will do over the coming season.
When you get chance to see the book I hope you will agree it
is a fitting tribute to a great beekeeper.
I realise I have only just scratched the surface of his extensive
knowledge, but by assembling this booklet of papers I have
come to realise the colossal amount of work John has
developed.
John has since mentioned to me that we have missed a few
articles and he is also going to tidy up some of his older ones
with is more recent work - perhaps a second volume may be
on the way - phew the first was difficult enough.
Tony Jefferson - Secretary Whitby & District BKA
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BBKA WEBSITE
UP AND RUNNING
The updated BBKA web-site is up and running - and well worth taking a good look at.
A new password protected members area

Lots of new features

The new website is easy to navigate and has lots of nice new
features - try it and see. The team that has worked on it has done
a great job. Nice clear text and images allow you to find your way
around and get to the information you need quickly.
For your first login you will need your BBKA membership
number - you can then select your own password and edit your
profile as you wish.
As always there are one or two bits that could be improved...
The ‘links’ page which directs people to county and district
associations only gives a link to the county secretary. This is fine if
you belong to one of the tiny area associations with only twenty
members but is useless for an association the size of Yorkshire Poor Brian (Latham - YBKA Hon. Sec.) will find that everybody
telephones him to get contact details for all of the rest of us.
It should be a simple matter to add direct links to district
association website and district secretaries - Please do this BBKA.

Our own website is worth a visit too !!!

Also, as a personal gripe, I’m not listed as a swarm collector even though I put my own name on the list and sent the list to
BBKA myself. Huh !!!
THE NEWSLETTER OF THE YORKSHIRE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
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Bees and Water
be settled by having a friendly chat and by compromising - and
by the distribution of a few jars of honey.
As beekeepers we have a duty to make sure that our livestock
does not cause problems for others - and other need to be
reasonable in their demands.

We received several nice emails and some pictures of bees
drinking as a result of comments made in the May issue.
I’m pleased that so many of us seem to enjoy just watching the
bees drinking - It seems that hours can be wasted in this way.
Interestingly many people also have bees that visit those living
nearby. Most of these visits seem to result in friendly discussions
of bees and happily most are only too willing to have bees visit.
It is great that so many people are really keen to support
wildlife in general and bees in particular.
I’ve also noticed that while the number of calls we get about
bumblebees has increased fewer people are asking for them to
be killed or moved. People are far more willing to agree to let
the bees alone - be they in a nest box, air-brick or compost bin.
This is great news for the humble bumble.

It might be useful to have a clear picture of what the law says
about such disputes - I assume that it is covered by the general
nuisance laws. Do we have an expert who can help us with
this ? If you are such a person please get in contact.

My neighbour has abandoned her water feature. It is a shame
because she enjoyed it so much but was terrified about the bees
visiting. Of course the other possibility was getting the bees
moved but she likes the fact that I keep an acre of trees and
wild flowers within the city and doesn’t want me to sell it which I would if I stopped keeping bees there. In return I’ve
moved a couple of the hives away to another site.
Everything is a compromise and I think that this is a sensible
solution.
With the increased numbers of beekeepers, particularly in the
cities, we are getting more and more disputes between
beekeepers and their neighbours. Most of these disputes should
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BDI - Bee Disease Insurance
Time for a change
As both a member and committee member of
Doncaster beekeepers association, we have
recently looked into joining the BDI scheme. We
discussed all the pro’s and con’s of the scheme
with our membership and had a vote as to
whether to join or not. The vote was a majority in
favour to join on the night by about 35 to 10.
However on further investigation into e scheme we
found we could not join as individual members
nor the 2/3rds of our members who wish to join
through the association possibly some 45 members
in total all wishing to get cover, but only as a full
association to include all members. Clearly this
policy is detrimental to the overall membership of
the scheme, and furthermore to the members of
my association who wish to join the scheme
In my view joining into
an insurance scheme is
a mater for each
individual. You should
not be compelled by
archaic rules of a
scheme to join as a
whole association
(compulsorily) and force members to join or leave
the association if they do not wish to join, as is the
case at present. Our only present course of action
on speaking to the committee of the BDI scheme
is for the association to pay for the members who
clearly do not wish to be part of the scheme out of
association funds, or none of us can join.

entry until we the association pay for every
member; (Ridiculous)
Clearly speaking to other association they have
found this exact same problem and a lot of the
associations are in the same situation as we are,
they do not have sufficient funds or wish to pay
annual subscriptions for individuals who clearly
wish to be exempt, especially if some of these
members have from 10-20 or more colonies
each. I believe it is now time for a change to the
present policies adopted by BDI to enable more
members to benefit for the scheme than do at
present.
I also further believe that by more individuals
being allowed to joining the scheme everyone
will benefit and this will go some way to
encourage better husbandry and diligence when
inspections are carried out, making sure their
bees are free from disease. At the same time this
would give associations a stronger bond with
members by ensuring they the individual
associations finding themselves in this situation
and B.B.K.A don’t loose membership when it
can be so easily rectified by a small and
welcome change of policy. .
So come on B.D.I. let’s have the scheme
brought into the 21st century and possibly
double your membership.
Regards
Mr. D.A. Shannon
Doncaster BKA

This clearly requires urgently addressing by
the insurers and the policy makers of the scheme
as not only is it detrimental too BDI losing
valuable revenue and new members, but we as an
association would be losing our valuable members
or funds by having to pay for individuals who
clearly do not wish to join of their own accord; if
we take it on board. So the situation at present is,
that the members who wish to join are refused
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The Art of Beekeeping
Sunday 3rd July. 12.00 - 16.00 hours. The Art of Beekeeping.
The Yorkshire Museum of Farming at Murton Park York.YO19 5UF
www.murtonpark.co.uk
A chance to visit the apiary & bee garden of the
York Beekeepers Association at Murton Park.
There will be beekeeping demonstrations, talks and the chance to try some honey based
recipes.

Yorkshire Area Representatives
Airedale, Wharfedale, Bradford, Leeds

Bill Cadmore
01132160482
bill.cadmore@ntlworld.com
South Riding, Doncaster, Barnsley, Sheffield Dave Shannon 01302-772837
dave_aca@tiscali.co.uk
Halifax, Huddersfield, Wakefield, Pontefract Phil Gee
01422886114
pjgphilgee@aol.com
Beverley
Wendy Maslin 01482656018
wendy@maslin.karoo.co.uk
Northallerton, Thirsk & Richmond
Roger Chappel
roger@rchappel.orangehome.co.uk
Easingwold, York & Barkston Ash
Tom robinson
mautomrobee@btopenworld.com
Whitby, Scarborough, Malton & Rydale
Tony Jefferson 07749731945
stoneleabees@yahoo.co.uk
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BEE
Breeding
Update
TELL US HOW YOU ARE
GETTING ON

We would like to invite all
members who are involved in bee
breeding to let us know what
methods you are using, what sort
of bees you are breeding and how
successful you are
Tony Jefferson

Bee Breeding
an update from Whitby area
we have all enjoyed the good weather
in March and April which really did
give the development of colonies a
big boost. Artificial swarming
activities started as early as 2nd week
in April, for us that is at least 3-4
weeks earlier than normal.

Hopefully many of you will have
heeded the advice from the YBKA
Bee Breeding meeting and done your
best to flood your area with good
healthy drones, with the weather in
May being a little unpredictable you
will therefore see the advantage of
having lots of good quality drones to
make the most of the mating
windows.

We soon put our 3x3frame breeder
hives into use and the queen cells
hatched according to plan, the poor
weather in May however may have
resulted in a bit hit and miss with
regard to queen mating, time will tell.

PLEASE write into the newsletter
editor to let us know of your
activities, the bee breeding
meeting was the start of a
program to become an exchange of
information to help all of us.

I cannot recall a year when we have
had so many nucleus hives set up. Its
a really good job Whitby BKA
received the grant from North Yorks
Moors National Parks Authority to
purchase 30 number, 5 frame nucleus
hives from Thornes - as without them
I am not sure what we would have
done.

With the good weather in March &
April you will no doubt now
understand that breeding bees is
actually quite simple. Finding the
Queen to do the artificial swarm is
the only difficult bit !

I have managed to get some stocks
out to beginners already and there is
a long, eager list waiting for the next
batch, hopefully in the next couple of
weeks these can go to their patient
new owners.
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Yorkshire Beekeepers Association
General Purposes Committee
Chairman
Mr William Cadmore
01132160482
bill.cadmore@ntlworld.com
Vice Chairman
Tony Jefferson
07749731945
stoneleabees@yahoo.co.uk
Hon. Secretary
Brian Latham
01132643436
brian.latham@ntlworld.com
Hon. Treasurer
John Whitaker
01937 834688
johnmartinwhitaker@hotmail.com
Equipment Officer
Roger Chappel
roger@rchappel.orangehome.co.uk
01325315741
Education/Examinations
Wendy Maslin
01482 656018
wendy@maslin.karoo.co.uk
Bee Husbandry
Tom Robinson
mautomrobee@btopenworld.com
BBKA ADM Delegate
Tony Jefferson
07749731945
stoneleabees@yahoo.co.uk

Environment and spray liaison officer
Vacant post
Information Officer
Kate Wallace
kate.wallace41@googlemail.com
Web Master
Roger Chappel
roger@rchappel.orangehome.co.uk
01325315741
YAS Representative
Michael Badger
0113 294 5879
buzz.buzz@ntlworld.com
School Day Organiser
Phil Gee
01422886114
07769650059
pjgphilgee@aol.com
NBU Representative
Ivor Flatman
01924 252795
07775 119436
ivor.flatman@fera.gsi.gov.uk
Honey Show Organisation
Dave Shannon
01302-772837
dave_aca@tiscali.co.uk
Newsletter Editor
Bill Cadmore
01132160482

Y.B.K.A. DATES
Schools Days
14th-15th June 2011
Yorkshire Showground
Great Yorkshire Show
12th-14th July 2011
Yorkshire Showground
AGM
December 3rd 2011
Yorkshire Showground
GPC Meetings
4th February 2011
6th May 2011
17th June 2011
23rd September 2011
3rd December 2011
BBKA ADM
Districts and individuals
should submit possible
motions for Yorkshire to put
before the BBKA ADM by
the end of June 2011. These
will be considered by the
GPC and suitable ones put
forward to the YBKA
AGM.

Regional Bee Inspector Ivor Flatman, tel. 01924 252795
e-mail ivor.flatman@fera.gsi.gov.uk
NBU office: National Bee Unit, The Food and Environment
Research Agency, Sand Hutton, York, UK, YO41 1LZ
Email: nbu@fera.gsi.gov.uk
Telephone: 01904 462510
Web site: https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/beebase/
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